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These are the golden sands of
Grand Isle—stretched along eight
miles of beautiful beach that join
Jefferson—and Louisiana—with the
Gulf of Mexico. Here—the sun and
the sea and the sand will heal the
wounds of worry, will rejuvenate the
tired body and will bring paradise
as close to earth as it is pessible in
our world of material things.

The publishers of the Jefferson Par-
ish Yearly Review will be glad, at any
time, to furnish information to anyone
interested in Jefferson Parish indus-
trial opportunities. The establishment
of new industries is encouraged in
every way possible by the Police Jury
and citizens of the parish. More de-
tailed data will be furnished on its ex-
tremely low transportation costs, easy
access to raw materials, excellent fa-
cilities for distribution and ten year
tax exemption. To homeseekers, visi-
tors or those just interested in the
histary or future of this prolific par-
ish, the publishers offer the facilities
of this publication. Your request for
information or assistance will receive
prompt and courteous response.
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QUR COVER

Qur beautiful cover is an original
watercolor painted especially for the
Review by Morris Henry Hobbs, one
of the country's outstanding arkists
and top-ranking etchers. Mr. Hobbs
has faithfully captured the beauty of
Bayou Barataria, one of Jefferson
Parish's loveliest fishing settlements.
Coming to New Orleans in 1938 on
a visit, Mr. Hobbs remained, offi-
cially adopting Louisiana as his state.
Since then his paintings and exquisite
etchings of the Yieux Carre and Lou-
isiana’s swamps and bayous have be-
come known from one end of the
country to the other.
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every way possible by the Police Jury
and citizens of the parish. More de-
tailed data will be furnished on its ex-
tremely low transpartation costs, easy
access to raw materials, excellent fa-
cilities for distribution and fen year
tax exemption. To homeseekers, visi-
tors or these just interested in the
history or future of this prolific par-
ish, the publishers offer the facilities
of this publication. Your request for
information or assistance will receive
prompt and courteous response.
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"OUR COVER

This is a reproduction of an oil
painting made especially for our
1947 cover by Morris Henry Hobbs—
and portrays Bayou Coquille, deep
in the heart of Jefferson's bayouland.
This was one of Jean Lafitte's fa-
vorite smuggling routes. And, there
is a legend that, where it intersects
with Bayou des Families—a favorite
water crossroad in those days—the
ghost of the pirate chieftain can be
seen if you are there exactly at mid-
night when the moon is full.

The publishers of the Jefferson Par-
ish Yearly Review will be glad, at any
time, to furnish information fo anyone
interested in Jefferson Parish indus-
trial opportunities. The establishment
of new industries is encouraged in
every way- possible by the Police Jury
and citizens of the parish. More de-
tailed data will be furnished ‘on its ex-
tremely low transportation costs, easy
access to raw materials, excellent fa-
cilities for distribution and ten year
tax exemnption. To homeseckers, visi-
tors or those just interested in the
history or future of this prolific par-
ish, the publishers offer the facilities
of this publication. Your request for
information or assistance will receive
prompt and courteous response.
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OUR COVER

Eugene Delcroix made the Koda-
chrome from which the full-color
plates for this year's cover were
made. The scene is Fleming Park
(Old Berthoud's plantation), where
three bayous meet; Big and Little
Barataria and Bayou Villars. This is
a scene of high excitement in May,
when the Pirogue Race is held here.
Our picture was made on Thanks-
giving Day. The girls are Gloria
Wynne of Harahan, baiting her hook,
and Serita Lombardo, fishing.

The publishers of the Jefferson Par-
ish Yearly Review will be glad, at any
time, to furnish information to anyone
interested in Jefferson Parish indus-
trial opportunities. The establishment
of new industries is encouraged in
every way possible by the Police Jury
and citizens of the parish. More de-
tailed data will be furnished on its
extremely low transportation costs,
easy access to raw materials, excellent
facilities for distribution and ten year
tax exemption. To homeseekers. visi-
tors or those just interested in the
history or future of this prolific par-
ish, the publishers offer the facilities
of this publication. Your request for
information or assistance will receive
prempt and courteous response.
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QUR COVER

Lovely Elmwood as it is teday at
Harahan. Built in 1762 of handmade
bricks, its twenty-two inch walls are
cut by gunslots against ancient dan-
gers. The charming plantation home
underwent changes with the years.
Partially destroyed by fire in 1940,
it was restored closer to the original
plans by Mr. and Mrs. Durel Black,
whose home it was then. Regally set
within triple rows of great oaks, to-
day this dream from the past is kept
ever beautiful by the loving under-
standing of the Frank J. Monteleones,
its present owners.

The publishers of the Jefferson Par-
ish Yearly Review will be glad, at any
time, to furnish information to anyone
interested in Jefferson Parish indus-
trial opportunities. The establishment
of new industries is encouraged in
every way possible by the Police Jury
and citizens of the parish. More de-
tailed data will be furnished on its
extremely low transportation costs,
easy access fo raw materials, excellent
facilities for distribution and ten year
tax exemption. To homeseekers, visi-
tors or those just interested in the
history or future of this prolific par-
ish, the publishers offer the facilities
of this publication. Your request for
information or assistance will receive
prempt and courteous response.
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OUR COVER

Seven 'miles out in the Gulf of Mexico
Humble Oil & Refining Company's
giant Grand lsle No. I drilling rig
stretches its tall frame against the
azure sky. Its 10,000,000 pounds are
supported by 100 steel piles in over
50 feet of water. Within its double
decks comfortably live 54 men. The
platform was designed to safely
withstand 120-mph winds and 32-foot
waves—never yet recorded in this
area. It is possible to drill seven
wells from the $1,200,000 rig, the
largest of many drilling structures
off the Louisiana coast.

The publishers of the Jefferson Par-
ish Yearly Review will be glad, at any
time, to furnish information to anyone
interested in Jefferson Parish indus-
trial opportunities. The establishment
of new industries is encouraged in
every way possible by the Police Jury
and citizens of the parish. Moare de-
tailed data will be furnished on its
extremely low transportation costs,
easy access to raw materials, excellent
facilities for distribution and ten year
tax exemption. To homeseekers, visi-
tors or those just interested in the
histary or future of this prolific par-
ish, the publishers offer the facilities
of this publication. Your request for
information or assistance will receive
prompt and courteous response,
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OUR COVER

The luggers of Southern Louisiana
are an essential part of the industrial
_picture. Designed primarily for ef-
ficiency and sturdy seaworthiness,
they have a peculiar charm and gracs
that blends well with their natural
setting. The shrimp trawler "Ramos
Pride," powered by Caterpillar Diesel,
is truly representative of the hundreds
of boats engaged in the valuable
seafood industry of our coastal
parishes.

The publishers of the Jefferson Par-
ish Yearly Review will be glad, at any
time, to furnish information to anyone
interested in Jefferson Parish indus-
trial opportunities. The establishment
of new industries is encouraged in
avery way possible by the Police Jury
and citizens of the parish. More de-
tailed data will be furnished on its
extremely low transporfation costs,
easy access fo raw materials, excellent
facilities for distribution and ten year
tax exemption. To homeseekers, visi-
tors or those just interested in the
histery or future of this prolific par-
ish, the publishers offer the facilities
of this publication. Your request for
information or assistance will receive
prompt and courfeous response.

Copyright 1951 by Justin F. Bordenave
Printed in U, S. A.

This Book Manufactured in its
Entirety by Union Labor

@5

Published annually with the endorsement and support of the Police
Jury of Jefferson Parish.
Weaver R. Toledano, President

Kenner, La. 1951
FEATURES

Introduchion ... 2
Jefferson Parish is Ready—Now! by Weaver R. Toledano 4
Metairie Metamorphosis by Robert Tallant.........ou. 24
Oil is Ammo! by David M. Kleck 32
Exploring Our Offshore Food Bowl Z)y James Nelson

Gowanloch R o T N 40
Marrero—The Arc of Achuevemen+ by Arthur Char-

bonnet .. EXN A Ry
It's Time for Tidewa’rer' by F S. Penne bcrf(u I -t
The Picnic by Eugene Delcroix. ... 08
Transportation Blueprints .. 81

Mahogany—King of Fine Woods . 89
Jefferson Parish Police Jury, Members and Of'Flcers ......... 97

Federal, State and District Officials ... i 99
Parish Officials .ot 101
Court Officials o e 103
Schools That Build Citizens by Mirs. A. C. At’c,\cmde: ............ 105
Jefferson Parish School Board, Members and Officers.... 133
School Board Officials ... _ |35
Wonder-Working Waterworks !)v ] w. I]odgran Sr..... 137
Double Decade of Progress by Ed E. Feitel......ucnnne. 147
A Report on Gretna by William [. White...ooec 151
Keeping Up With Kenner by Dr. Joseph F. Kopfler....... 163
Harahan Hits a New High by Frank H. Mayo........... 169
Going Ahead With Westwego by R. |. Duplantis........ 175
Plaquemines Parish Produces! by Leander H. Peres....... 180
The Wildfowl Funnel by Arthur W. Van Pelt 192
Index to Photography IR Sl U s 197
Index to Advertisers ... 198




1952

JEFFERSON PA!

YEARLY REVIEW

STAFF

Justin F, Bordenave.............. Publisher
Joseph H. Monies....Managing Editer
and Business Manager

Arthur Charbonnet....Associate Editor
and Art Director

OUR COVYER

Gracing our cover this year is the
super-diesel, 207-fon tug, Socony i,
of all-welded steel construction. Over-
all measurements: Length, 102'6",
beam, 25' draft aft, 1l1'. Hs 1640
horsapower diesel engine turns a 9'2"
bronze propeller, with a &'5l4" pitch.
The tug was built by Avondale Ma-
rine Ways, Inc., for the Socony
Yacuum Oil Corparation of New York,
and is being used for coastwise and
harber towing.

Cover plates through the courtesy of
Avondale Marine Ways, Inc.

The publishers of the Jefferson Par-
ish Yearly Review will be glad, at any
time, to furnish information to anyone
interested in Jefferson Parish indus-
trial opportunities. The establishment
of new industries is encouraged in
every way possible by the Police Jury
and citizens of the parish. More de-
tailed data will be furnished on its
extremely low transportation costs,
sasy access to raw materials, excellent
facilities for distribution and ten year
tax exemption. To homeseekers, visi-
tors or those just interested in the
history or future of this prolific par-
ish, the publishers offer the facilities
of this publication. Your request for
information or assistance will receive
prompt and courfeous response.

Copyright 1952 by Justin F, Bordenave
Printed in U. 8. A,

This Book Manulaclured in its
Entirety by Union Labor

TP 5

Published annually with the endorsement and support of the Police
Jury of Jefferson Parish.
Weaver R. Toledano, President

Kenner, La. 1952
FEATURES
Introduction i
We Wanted Progress! by Weaver R. Toledano......... 4
Decades of Industrial Destiny by John W. Burke........ 24
Crossings and Channels. ... 54
Map of the Future.. . 56
Symphony in Scenery by Eugene Dclcmz.\ and f.eldcrz
Landry .. i 65
Little Tur’rles are B:g Money by jamm Nelson Gowunfodz 8l
From Cockfights to Commerce! by Robert Tallant...... 88
The Isle of Golden Sands by Philip Dawson........... . 103
Jefferson Parish Police Jury, Members and Officers... 111
Federal, State and District Officials

Parish OFFICIAIS oo s eoeesmesmsemismsienismsisiizssssiasiesi
Court Officials ...
Good Schools Mean a Good Sfan‘ by Mrs. A. C.

Alexander .

119
Jefferson Parlsh School Board Members and Officers 147

School Board Officials... . 149
Progress Calls for More Wa'l'er' by ] W. Hodgmn Sr. 151

Number Two is Ready! by Ed. E. Feitel.......me 161
Gretna Greets the Future by William ]|. White....... 165
Kenner Means Business! by Dr. Joseph F. Kopfler......... 172
Harahan Draws Industry by Frank H. Mayo................ 176
Westwego Won't Wait! by R. J. Duplantis.....oe 179

Welcome to Plaquemines Parish! &y Leander H. Perex 182

Fabulous Fishing &y Arthur W. Van Pelt e 195
Index to Photography........... 205
Index to Adverisers.. ... .— 206




LOUISIANA PURCHASE
i50th ANNIVERSARY

JEFFERSON PARISH

C O N T E N T S

Page

Intreduction: Jefferson, the Parish, Salufes Jef-
ferson, the Patriot by Frank J. Clancy, Sheriff,
Parish of Jefferson 2

Look At Us Mow, Mr. Jefferson by John J.
Holtgreve

Map of the Future 14
Ol' Man America by Robert Tallant. e 26
Whistles West by Ray M. Thompson.... 44
Camera Calendar by Eugene Delcroix . 65
Coming to New Orleans By Air?. . 8l
Passing the Buck by Arthur Van Pelt......... 85
The Sheriff's Posse of Jefferson Parish...coooeeeee.. 101
Jefferson Parish Police Jury, Members and
Officers 105
Federal, State and District Officials ... 107
Parish Officials 109
Court Officials 1
Jefferson Junior by Mrs. A. C. Alexander.......... 113
Jefferson Parish School Board, Membars and
Officers 141
School Board Officials 143

Gretna: The First Mile West by William J. White 145
Kenner: The Gateway fo the Causeway by Dr.

Joseph S. Kopfler, Sr. 161
Harahan: The City of Hustle and Homes by Frank

H. Mayo 169
Westwego: Where Qil and Water, and Even

Molasses, Mix by R. J. Duplantis..ccceccncns 175
300 Billion Gallons of Water a Day by J. W.

Hodgson, Sr. 177
Liquid Assets by Ed E. Feitel e 180
Preparedness: Two Outposts 182
It's Fun to Llive in Jefferson by Chas. L. Doerr,

Sr. 184 -
The Last Hundred Miles by Leander H. Perez...... 185
The Dawnbusters by Arthur Van Pelti s 126
Index to Photography and Artioiinincenes 205
Index to Advertisers 206

OUR COVER depicts the Jefferson Parish —
plantation of ELMWOOD on that historic day

of mingled emotions and confused loyalties in
1803, when the news first came that Louisiana

was no longer French or Spanish . . . but for-
ever more American.

YEARLY REVIEW

Kenner, Louisiana 1953

Published annually with the ‘endorsement and support
of the Police Jury of Jefferson Parish

John J. Holfgreve, President

STAFF
Weaver R. Toledano. .....ccooverriceceeceecceneceas Publisher
Joseph H. Monies.....ccoomrrnecenn. Managing Edifor and
Business Manager
Ray M. Thompson.....cccoorrinenneanens Associate Editor

Tilden Landry Art Director

TO the generations of Jeffersonians who have, with
their deeds and their dreams, built this parish during
these hundred and fifty years since its land was
merely the first mile west of the Louisiana Purchase,
we dedicate this 19th Annual and Sesquicentennial
Edition. And to those who now come here to live
or merely to linger and look we offer its contents
both as inspiration and information.

¥. EvA R

N I NETEENTH




TWENTIETH

ANNIVERSARY

C O N T E N T

JEFFERSON PARISH YEARLY

S

Page

Just Around the Corner of Time by John J. Holi-
greve, President of Jefferson Parish Police Jury..
Blueprinting Tomorrow by Frank J. Clancy, Sheriff

2

of Jefferson Parish...... 18

Inside Metairie by Alice Seddon Hobbs, Louisiana
State President, National League of Ameri-
can Pen Women 4]

Land of Treasure by Eugene Delcroif..cns 65

Jefferson Parish Police Jury, Members and

Officers .. 129
Federal, State and District Officials....ccovriomirnerne 131
Parish Officials ..... 133
Court Officials - 22 138
Grandfather Walked or Waded by Mrs. A. C.

Alexander, President of Jefferson Parish School

Board 137
Jefferson Parish School Board, Members and

Officers ... 167
School Board Officials 169
Gretna: The Pulse of the Parish by William J.

White, Mayor 173
Kenner: Fastest Growing City in the State by Dr.

Joseph S. Kopfler, Sr, Mayoro . 182
Harahan: Jefferson's Newest City by Frank H.

Mayo, Mayor 187
Westwego: Gateway to the Seaway by Roy C.

Keller, Mayor ... 190
A Bargain . . . Plus a Bonus by J. W. Hodgson,

Sr. 192
Water for the West Bank by Ed E. Feitel....... 197
Serving 32 Square Miles by Mirtile Dugas............ 200
Water for Expansion by Abe H. Howell... .. 203
A $36,000,000 Yardstick by LeRoy L. Hall............ 207
Jefferson Champions 210
Harness - Racing Comes to Jefferson Parish by

Alan B. Citron.. 215
Dramatic Pages from the Plaquemines Story...... 217
1953 Bayou Barataria Blessing of the Fleet by

Ray M. Thompson 227
Index to Photography, Art and Credits..oee. 237
Index to Advertisers. 238
Pictorial Maps of Jefferson Parish and Grand

lsle .. Insert facing page 240

Copyright 1954 by Weaver R. Toledano

Kenner, Louisiana 1954

Published annually with the endorsement and supporf
of the Pelice Jury of Jefferson Parish

John J. Holtgreve, President

STAFF
Weaver R. Toledano.....ooooiioimiccecriecciiniinnns Publisher
Joseph H. Monies......c...............Managing Editor and
Business Manager
Ray M. Thompson. ... Associate Editor
Tilden Landryu . cececeeiaceicarerinsssssaseeon ca Art Director

It has been our privilege to record for posterity
the step by step progress of Jefferson Parish in our
annual editions of the REVIEW for the last twenty
years. The accumulated issues of those two dec-
ades—preserved in public libraries, schocls and the
possession of business executives—contain the running
story of the most exciting period in the history of
Jefferson, during which it emerged from an agri-
cultural parish to the fastest growing and most con-
cenirated industrial section in the South.
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and still practical pirogue—greets man's newest method of safely probing its
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Jefferson Parish Yearly Review won the MEAD PAPER
COMPANY ANNUAL AWARD as one of the out-
standing publications of its kind in the U. S. The
citation read: ". . . an excellent example of com-
munity spirit and pride of achievement . .. preserved
by many iastitutions and individuals for its greaf
historical value." With this, our 1955 and 2Ist con-
secutive yearly edition, we hope, however, to surpass
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We leave the verdict to you.
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Proudly we present the twenty-second consecutive
issue of the Jefferson Parish Yearly Review. For near-
ly a quarter century this annual publication has faith-
fully reported and photographed the year by year
growth of the parish . . . and our back issues are tho
exciting installments of the confinued story of s
fabulous rise in two short decades fo its present posi-
tion as the most concentrated and fastest growing in-
dustrial area in the South,
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Reproduced from an oil painting by Tilden Landry
authorized especially for this edition of the REVIEW
by Avendale Marine Ways, Inc. The scene is the
famous Huey P. Long Bridge, both ends of which are
in Jefferson Parish, and the painting has been apily
titled ALL ROADS LEAD TO JEFFERSON . . . for it
dramatically shows that this parish of Jefferson pos-
sesses every means of transportation known to modern
man — air, road, water and rail.

OUR POLICY

The REVIEW is not a partisan or propaganda pub-
lication. Its consistent policy for 22 years has been to
tell the story of the progress of the parish as it occurs
each year, with emphasis on industry because industry
has become the most emphatic and expanding phase
of Jefferson. The veracily and the variety of REVIEW
articles and the abundance of its documentary illus-
frative matter have made the REVIEW the standard
accepted source of libraries, schools, business execu-
fives and research agencies for accurate past and
present information on Jefferson Parish.
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Our cover symbolizes the progress of Jefferson Parish since it's
conception in 1825. We will continue to catalogue the parish progress
as it is known to us. We hope that the writings and pictures herein
will give the reader a conception of the tremendous possibilities for
this great and resourseful parish of Jefferson, as we see them.

The 1959 issue of “The Review” is our 25th anniversary number
and we desire to make it the largest, most informative issue yet to
come off the presses. You, our readers, can help by your comment
and suggestions.

Address all correspondence to P. O. Box 485 Main Post Office,
Metairie, Louisiana. .
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SERVING JEFFERSON PARISH
FOR A QUARTER CENTURY

The publisher, staff, writers, photographers, artists,
engravers, printers and all those many people both
inside .and outside the parish who provided informa-
tion and assistance during the long months of prepara-
tion of this 1959 REVIEW are pleased to present the
25th annual installment in the reporting of the prog-
ress of Jefferson Parish during this last and most im-
portant quarter century in its history.

OUR COVER

This cover is designed to suggest the happy blending
of industrial and recreational Jefferson. At the top is
piciorially presented MNine Mile Point of Jefferson
Parish which dramatically fits into the famous river
Crescent of Mew Orleans and, at the bottom, a
symbolical representation of the outdoor recreational
wealth of the parish.

This 1959 issue of the Jefferson Parish
Yearly Review was produced in ifs en-
tirety by Union laber.

Copyright 1959 by
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Jefferson’s Progress Continues
The Jefferson Parish Yearly Review, in its thirty-
second annual issue, breaks with tradition this year
to bring you its colorful, fact-filled report in a bright,
new magazine format.

Jefferson’s current busy program of public improve-
ment projects and increasingly ambitious plans for
the future are detailed in our progress story. The
healthy spirit of cooperation between citizens and
public officials which pervades Louisiana’s second
largest parish is reflected throughout the narrative.

Complementing the efforts of the Parish President and
the Council are the achievements of the many de-
partments of Jefferson’s wide-awake government.

Kach is these is considered separately because each
is an important cog in the parish’s “Jeff-propelled”
surge toward greatness.

Avea Of Great Richness
Jefferson today is an area of many riches, some
provided by nature, others man-made.

The parigh is situated over one of the largest natural
gas fields in the world and its southern and off-shore
regions at the Gulf of Mexico are rich in oil deposits.

Abundant quantities of sulphur and salt provide other
natural resources for manufacturing and processing
industries in the area.

A thriving fishing industry supplies the finest oysters,
shrimp and other crustacean delicacies to many parts
of the nation, only hours away by air.

Jefferson’s waterways are important links to inter-
national commerce as are the five trunk lines and
three major federal highways that pass through the
parish.

Water Supply Inexhaustible
Of great importance too is New Orleans Moisant
International Airport, the “air hub of the Americas,”
located in Jefferson.

Industrial plants are contihually attracted to locations
along the Mississippi River in Jefferson because of it’s
inexhaustible supply of water.

New residential developments are started almost daily
as more and more people seek residence in booming
Jefferson.

Since this magazine serves not only to attract new
people and new industry but also as a reference work
for the student, a brief history of the parish is re-
counted here:

Jefferson was legally established in 1825, created out
of the Parish of Orleans and named for the then living
third President of the United States, Thomas Jefferson.

Police Jurors Governed
It was first governed by 12 police jurors headed by a
Parish Judge, who was replaced in 1830 by a Police
Jury President. This governing group first met only
semi-annually.

Jefferson began to lose ground, literally, with the
annexation by New Orleans of three of its cities—
Lafayette (1852), Jefferson (1870) and Carrollton
(1874).

Finally, in 1892, a survey accepted by both Jefferson

and Orleans parishes established the present perma-
nent boundaries. Continued on Page 115
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ginning...

Jefferson Parish, like all of Louisiana, was in the beginning
a tiny bit of silt deposited by the turbulent waters of the
Mississippi on their eternal race to the sea.

For scientists tell us that our part of the United States, at
one time, was all Gulf of Mexico up as far as what is now
Port Gibson in the state of Mississippi . . . and that Ol
Man River, ceaselessly {or centuries, brought down the
filched topsoil of the North American Continent, two to
four million tons every twenty-four hours, and patiently
placed it layer upon layer, farther and farther southward,
until the Deep Delta finally rose out of the water and
became land, ready for flora and fauna—and man.

Much later, just when and whence nobody knows, came the
Indians who, in their time, traveled the waters and oc-
casionally built their villages in Primeval Jefferson. How
many centuries the red men reigned supreme, lonely lords
of all they surveyed in this lush, semi-liquid, lovely land
is still a matter of scientific conjecture.

History of Jefferson Comes Alive

Actually, although over twenty centuries old, the recorded
history of Jefferson comes alive in the sixteen years
(1809-1825) hefore it became a parish.

‘These were the fabulous days of Jean Lafitte.

Jean Lafitte died in Yucatan of yellow fever in 1826 one
year after Jefferson became a parish.

His colorful legend is re-told by Charles Colbert to sup-
port his belief that the land of Lafitte can be developed into
a natural tourist attraction equal or superior to Six
Flags or Disneyland.

Jean Lafitte and his privateers were first to recognize the
many advantages of southern Jefferson Parish. Their base
of operation wag the Barataria Bay area which was remote
enough to satisfy the most uneasy pirate while still
affording good communication by water with the growing
metropolis of New Orleans.

Today, the colorful legend of Lafitte the Pirate, has been
passed down by families of the Barataria Bay region.
Many claim direct descendency and still enjoy the same
unigue pleasures of life and environment. The large oalks on
Grand Isle, planted by Lafitte and his men for Hurricane
protection today serve as a reminder of the potential
beauty and incipient vulnerability of this unusual area.

Smuggled Slaves in Vieux Carre

Life in Barataria, before Jean Lafitte organized it as a
commercial venture, consisted of a sea going community
living from daily catches but also engaged in intercepting
Cuban ships, buying slaves and transporting them fo
New Orleans tax free. The Lafitte brothers developed a
system for distributing the smuggled slaves through their
Blacksmith shop in the Vieux Carre. They were agents for
the “Baratarians” but were not directly associated with
the membership of the colony.

An especially profitable year ‘was 1809 since an embargo
against the import of slaves created a shortage. However,
in 1810 disharmony arose in the Barataria colony with
the influx of a new faction. The British had successfully
dispersed the community of privateers and pirates on

Continued on page 122
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By Richard A. Cousins

Jefferson Parish is located in southeastern Louisiana.
It extends from Lake Pontchartrain to the Gulf of
Mexico, and touches the parishes of Orleans and
Plaguemines on the east, and St. Charles and La-
fourche on the west. The Mississippi River divides
the parish into two sections, the east bank, between
the river and the lake, and the west bank, from the
river and the gulf. Jefferson was legally established
in 1825, created out of the Parish of Orleans and
named for the then living third President of the
United States, Thomas Jefferson.

Jefferson’s 32,000 acres on the east bank include
unincorporated areas plus the towns of Harahan and
Kenner. Gretna, Westwego, Grand Isle and wvast
unincorporated arveas are located in West Jefferson
which has half the population of East Jefferson but
twice the land area.

Two free bridges connect the east and west banks—
the $13 million Huey P. Long bridge, completed in
1935 and the $100 million Mississippi River Bridge
between Gretna and New Orleans which opened in
1958, The $50 million Lake Pontchartrain Causeway
(opened in 1956) is the longest (24 mile) bridge in the
world. A second span, paralleling it, will be completed
in mid-1969.

The history of dJefferson Parish began nearly three
hundred years ago on April 9, 1682. For two months,
Robert Cavelier de la Salle had been struggling with
the dangerous and uncharted currents of the Missis-
sippi River, intent on traversing the entire course
of the mighty river from source to mouth. Indians,
famine and sickness had pursued his little band. Now
at last, he had come to the end of his voyage, where
the river merged into the Gulf, “limitless, voiceless
and lonely, without a sign of life”. There he erected 2
cross and buried a leaden plate, claiming, in the name
of Louis the Grand, King of France, all the country
drained by the Mississippi from the headwaters in
Illinois to the Gulf of Mexico. La Salle was killed
five years later, by one of his own men, but he left as a
heritage the French claims to the colony of Louisiana.
Others followed the trails he had blazed. Bienville,
Therville, and St. Denis explored the rivers seeking
places for trading posts. Biloxi was settled by Bienville
in 1699, Natchitoches by St. Denis in 1714. New
Orleans was established by Bienville in 1718, and in
1723 became the capital of Louisiana. France lost
Louisiana to Spain in 1763. In 1800, by a secret
treaty, Spain gave Louisiana back to France, and
1803 Napoleon sold it to the United States for $15
million.

Orleans, the first of twelve counties created after the
Louisiana Purchase, comprised all that portion of
Louisiana lying on both sides of the Mississippi River

Continued on Page 76
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0 Progressisaway
o of life with our
booming Jeffer-
son Parish. This
applies to almost
{ any index ap-
' plied to it: indus-
1 trial and com-
* mercial expan-
sion, retail sales,
2Rt dpopulation
growth, residential development and
civic improvements. This enviable
record of growth and achievement
has been due to a healthy, coopera-
tive climate which greets newcomers
at every community level. Citizens
from all walks of life have responded
to the ‘new leadership’, which during
the past four years has supplied the
integrity, the initiative and—above
all—the teamwork to carry for-
ward impressive programs of com-
munity improvement. A compre-
hensive master plan for Parish De-
velopment. Major mnew hospital
facilities for both East and West-
banks. Extension of major highways
provide for the free, effortless
movement of traffic. Important im-
provements to storm protection,
water and drainage systems. No
nonsense planning and zoning that
protects every property owner’s in-
vestment in his property. Modern
new subdivisions and apartments
to house the mushrooming popula-
tion. New schools. Modern street
lighting. More fire protection. The
expansion of Civil Service and the
placement of professionals in key
positions to oversee the Parish’s
explosive growth.
This year’s chronicle of PROGRES-
SIVE JEFFERSON is the fourth
year of the present administration.
All citizens deserve a share of the
credit. For it was they who insisted
on ‘the new politics’ and lent sup-
port to their elected officials in
order that necessary changes for
progress could be made.

Jefferson Parish invites you to join
this PROGRESSIVE TEAM. To
enjoy the thrill and excitement of
being part of one of America’s most
dynamic communities. Our PROG-
RESS to date has but scratched
the surface of our true potential.

Thomas Donelon
Parish President
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Dean Jetfeisonians:

InS1976 We have celebratedithe
150thiEAnntversary ‘oftJefferson
Bakishiltthas been my: pleastre
teiseRveras your President felr
only:twelverof thesetyears:
BlUring thisitime we have all
seen fremendols pregiessiin
ol Rarishy Hotelsimotels)
dpdritmenticemplexes and
many:singllel tamilysdwellings
have springiup iclbrightemithe
flace oflefferson:

QU popllation has increased

dramaticallytNo'longer ane:we
considerediarlralibedroom
eommunity adjacentitorallarge
lrban eentensWerare olr own
urban; public-spirited center.
"Andiwhile the economic pineh
s being felt througholt
this'Natiopl amithankiultoisay
that Jetfersen Parishicentinles
to belsaundieconomically.
iheretis a ready: availability,
offjobs and the standand of living
istoneiof the'highest in the
Solth:

[averan abiding faith in the
people of Jetfersen Parish. |
wherefore know that they: will
continle torguide our Parishion
a steady course toward even
greater helghts. With thisitheught
inimind |'sayite all Jetter-
senians:Happy! birthday, and
may we continie toigrow and
RrOSpEr always.’

Gordially,

e N

Theomas F. Ponelon
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