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From Natural Gas,
the modern fuel,
comes
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PROGRESS FOR COMMERCE

BETTER LIVING FOR YOU

Dependability, economy, versatility—these are
the three qualities that assure Natural Gas of
being the fuel of the future. Science continues to
find a new world of uses for this miracle in-
gredient. And homemakers and homeowners
continue to discover how comfortable this low-
cost fuel can make their lives.

Through its vast pipelines to progress, Louisiana
Gas Service Company serves the growth areas
of our State with this modern fuel.

If you are considering a new plant location,
let us tell you about the rich resources, the
marketing convenience, and the potential-
ities of our service areas,
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Marine Diversification...

Avondale Shipyards know the marine
business—Al/l of it. This means building or
repairing sleek military vessels, automated
cargo liners, or the floating equipment for the
inland and intracoastal waterways. Avondale
offers the only complete repair yards in the
Gulf South with 24-hour, one-stop service— i
from foundry products to propeller, electrical
repairs to machining and drydocking. Let
Avondale’s diversification pay off for you—

you'll be talking to the master.

AVONDALE

SHIPYARDS, INC.

AN

P. 0. Box 50280, New Orleans, La. (70150), Phone 504-866-4561




Imagine —one vacation that's bound to
please everybody in the family. Just load up
the car and head for LOUISIANA. For Dad,
a world of outdoor activities in this Sports-
man's Paradise — fishing, camping, golf —
to contrast with the sophisticated pleasures
of our unique cities. The kind of sightseeing
that stimulates the youngsters’ imagination
— battle fields, dueling grounds, Indian
relics and the haunts of pirates. For Mom —
lush gardens, dramatic old mansions magnif-
icently furnished, and enough recipe ideas
to last the rest of her life.

[rm————————————

§ FREE! exciting, 32-page full-color bookiet :

l showing the infinite variety of Louisiana. I
i Louisiana Tourist Development Commission i
i P. O. Box 44291, Dept. H 4-7, Baton Rouge, La. 70804 i
_.l Name. I
l Address I
I ciy State Zip J|
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Welcome to Jefferson

Welcome to the second largest parish in Louisiana.

Residential and industrial growth, since 1964, has exceeded that of any county or
parish of comparable size in the south.

Here, in the most concentrated industrial area in the deep south, are four of the
largest manufacturing plants of their kind in the world.

Yet, Jefferson is also a genuine sportsman’s paradise. Its marshes, lakes and
wooded areas abound with game, fowl and fish.

Over 15,000 people a year are pouring into the parish—a clear indication that
Jefferson’s greatest appeal is to homeowners. In fact, the average age of our citizens
is only 26 years of age. And our educational level and family incomes are well above
the national average.

The vigorous, progressive leadership of the president-council team has been re-
sponsible for this tremendous growth and unparalleled prosperity, bringing to
Jefferson a mature and stable political climate.

Proof that Jefferson is the fastest growing, most progressive parish in the state can
be found on every page of this annual report.

We have developed sound master plans for the orderly growth and development of
our parish—a massive public improvements program that anticipates our needs for
the next 30 years.

Whether you’re looking for an industrial site, a commercial location or an ideal place
to live—you’re most welcome here.

Come sample our hospitality and sincere friendship. You may never want to leave.

o SRR, .

Cordially,

LT

Thomas F. Donelon
Parish President
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Encouraging Public Affairs for more than a half century

NATIONAL BANK
"There’s a friend at First National to help you.” of Jefferson Parish
MEMBER F.D.L.C.

Jefferson’s First & Leading Bank « Gretna - Lakeside, Marrero & Westside Shopping Centers « Victory Drive-ln Westwego » Westwego




Jefferson Parish, like all of Louisiana, was in the beginning
a tiny bit of silt deposited by the turbulent waters of the
Mississippi on their eternal race to the sea.

For scientists tell us that our part of the United States, at
one time, was all Gulf of Mexico up as far as what is now
Port Gibson in the state of Mississippi . . . and that Ol
Man River, ceaselessly for centuries, brought down the
filched topsoil of the North American Continent, two to
four million tons every twenty-four hours, and patiently
placed it layer upon layer, farther and farther southward,
until the Deep Delta finally rose out of the water and
became land, ready for flora and fauna—and man.

Much later, just when and whence nobody knows, came the
Indians who, in their time, traveled the waters and oc-
casionally built their villages in Primeval Jefferson. How
many centuries the red men reigned supreme, lonely lords
of all they surveyed in this lush, semi-liquid, lovely land
is still a matter of scientific conjecture.

History of Jefferson Comes Alive

Actually, although over twenty centuries old, the recorded
history of Jefferson comes alive in the sixteen years
(1809-1825) before it became a parish.

These were the fabulous days of Jean Lafitte.

Jean Lafitte died in Yucatan of yellow fever in 1826 one
year after Jefferson became a parish.

His colorful legend is re-told by Charles Colbert to sup-
port his belief that the land of Lafitte can be developed into
a natural tourist attraction equal or superior to Six
Flags or Disneyland.

Jean Lafitte and his privateers were first to recognize the
many advantages of southern Jefferson Parish. Their base
of operation was the Barataria Bay area which was remote
enough to satisfy the most uneasy pirate while still
affording good communication by water with the growing
metropolis of New Orleans.

Today, the colorful legend of Lafitte the Pirate, has been
passed down by families of the Barataria Bay region.
Many claim direct descendency and still enjoy the same
unique pleasures of life and environment. The large oaks on
Grand Isle, planted by Lafitte and his men for Hurricane
protection today serve as a reminder of the potential
beauty and incipient vulnerability of this unusual area.

Smuggled Slaves in Vieux Carre

Life in Barataria, before Jean Lafitte organized it as a
commercial venture, consisted of a sea going community
living from daily catches but also engaged in intercepting
Cuban ships, buying slaves and transporting them to
New Orleans tax free. The Lafitte brothers developed a
system for distributing the smuggled slaves through their
Blacksmith shop in the Vieux Carre. They were agents for
the “Baratarians” but were not directly associated with
the membership of the colony.

An especially profitable year 'was 1809 since an embargo
against the import of slaves created a shortage. However,
in 1810 disharmony arose in the Barataria colony with
the influx of a new faction. The British had successfully
dispersed the community of privateers and pirates on

Continued on page 122
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Jefferson’s greatest attraction is still to the home-
owner. Dramatic increase in residential construction
since 1964 all over the parish has brought many
fine new homes, like these.
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Jellerson
Gontlnues

Unparalleled
Growth

Record Industrial, Commercial, Residen-
tial Development Sparked by Parishwide
Master Planning, Vigorous and Progressive
Leadership

Many urban communities are absorbed in prob-
lems of revitalizing downtown business districts,
replacing sub-standard dwellings in long estab-
lished neighborhoods and preserving their his-
torical past. Basically, big cities are old cities
and must turn their attention to redevelopment of
existing inward areas.

Others . . . boom towns, spawned in a wartime
economy, reached their peak years ago and are
gradually declining.

A few are company towns, wholly dependent on
a single large industry for survival.

This is not true of Jefferson Parish.

Since 1964, it has experienced a remarkable
industrial and residential growth unparalleled
in its history.
Now the second largest parish in the state,
its annual rate of growth continues to exceed
that of any comparable county or parish in
the south.
The population has rocketed from 180,000
in 1958 to 325,000 today, exceeding all
predictions.

Construction activity continues at a feverish pace
and the sound of pile drivers is heard every-
where.

Bulldozers have cleared the way for 18,000 new
homesites in East Jefferson alone.

Million Population Predicted
Experts predict a parish population of a half-
million within 15 years, soaring to a million
when the vast potential of the west bank is fully
realized.
Preparing for this population growth of course,
has brought problems. The parish governing
authority, led by its President-Council, has at
times been hard pressed to meet the sharp
demand for essential citizen services.
How well these officials have met the challenge
with vigorous, progressive leadership brightens
every page of this annual report.



For the first time, sound master
plans for systematic growth have
been developed for both East
and West Jefferson.

Since 1964, citizens have ap-
proved over $100 million in
capital improvementssubmitted
to them by the parish adminis-
tration.

Included are bond issues total-
ling $38.8 million (streets);
$37.2 million (water); $9.7 mil-
lion (drainage) and $16.7 mil-
lion for the 3400 Acre petition
program.

These massive public improve-
ment programs are preparing
Jefferson not only for residenti-
al growth but for commercial
and industrial expansion as
well.

Industry Aids Port
Already, Jefferson is the most
concentrated, fastest growing
industrial area in the south.
Along its 27 miles of riverfront
and the vital Harvey Canal are
located more than 250 diversi-
fied manufacturing operations
which combine to make the
parish the strong industrial right
arm of the nation’s No. Two port
at New Orleans.

In West Jefferson are four of the
largest manufacturing plants of
their kind in the world:

e Celotex Corporation, Mar-
rero, insulation board
manufacturer using ba-
gasse as a principal raw
material.

» Hunt-Wesson Foods, Inc.,
Gretna, cottonseed oil
products.

« Penick and Ford Ltd., Har-
vey, package of cane syr-
up and molasses.

e Southern Shell Fish Co.,
Harvey, shrimp canner.
Avondale Shipyards, Inc. is the
largest employer in the state
with 8,000 employees. It is also
the largest shipbuilder in the
south, with a backlog of $700

million in contracts.

Within its 426 square miles,
Jefferson enjoys an abundance
of natural resources such as
water, oil, natural gas and rich
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Derrick barges lift record 800 tons in construction of
industry’s newest major sulphur mine at Caminada,
six miles off Jefferson's Gulf Coast. Caminada and
Grand Isle (both in Jefferson), the world's only off-
shore mines, are operated by world's largest sulphur
producer.

One of the most heavily concentrated industrial
areas in the south, Jefferson offers every possible
inducement to industry including a skilled labor
force.




Strong right arm of the Country’s Second Largest Port, Jeffer-
son is an important part of America's Little Ruhr Valley, the
fastest growing, most concentrated industrial area in the Nation.

Shipbuilding is a **nonstop’' industry. On West Jefferson's river bank is the south's largest shipbuilder with 8000 employ-
ees, backlog of $700 million.
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soil. Helping to attract new in-
dustry is the availability of land
for future plant expansion, the
high educational and family in-
come level and accessibility by
highway, rail, water and air.
‘Sportsman’s Paradise

Although heavily industrial, Jef-
ferson is also a sportsman’s
paradise. Its miles of wooded
area, marshes and lakes abound
with game, fowl and fish of all
Kinds.

Historic Grand Isle, near the
Gulf of Mexico, is one of the top
10 sport fishing spots in the
world. The island offers an eight
mile salt-water beach, deep sea
fishing and has many small
bayous, bays and reefs where
smaller boats can fish.

The annual Grand Isle Tarpon
Rodeo, a weekend of fishing and
fun attended by hundreds each
July, is the biggest and oldest
fishing contest in the United
States. Twenty-six varieties of
fish test the skill of anglers and
there are eight eligible varieties
for spear-gun fishermen. Grand
Isle, besides its obvious appeal
as a year 'round recreational
facility, has attracted industry,
too. Here you'll find field head-
quarters for several major oil
company offshore drilling op-
erations.
And seven miles out in the Gulf
is Freeport Sulphur's offshore
sulphur mine-the world’s largest
steel island built at a cost of $30
million following the discovery
of a very rich sulphur deposit in
the late 1950’s.

Major Oil Supplier
And, of course, there's Jeffer-
son’'s seemingly inexhaustible
supply of oil. In 1935, oil was
discovered seven miles from
Lafitte. It was the world’s deep-
est oil well at that time, the first
of 160 wells in a 14 square mile
marshland. Since then, petrole-
um production has grown stead-
ily, making it the largest and
most valuable industry in the
parish.

Jefferson is one of five par-
isheswhose combined crude
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oil production represents
70 per cent of the state
total.

At Barataria Bay is the head-
quarters for Jefferson's com-
mercial fishing fleet, the first
major industry of the parish and
still a boon to the economy.

OntheislandsofGrand Terreand
Grand Isle, pirate Jean Lafitte
and his colorful band of Bara-
tarian smugglers and privateers
established their stronghold.
Here their warehouses often
bulged with millions of dollars
of plunder from captured mer-
chantmen and slave traders.
Every ship Lafitte’s men could
board was looted of huge
amounts of gold, silver, silks
and precious stones.

Through the labyrinth of bayous,
bays and lakes between Grand
Isle and Jefferson's West Bank
of the Mississippi across from
New Orleans, the buccaneers
paddled their contraband in
pirogues to the black market
agents and thumbed their noses
at the law for many years.

Pirates Become Patriots

Then, dramatically, Lafitte and
a thousand swashbuckling free-
booters helped the tiny army of
General Andrew Jackson win
the Battle of New Orleans, trans-
forming them from pirates to
patroits.

The land of Lafitte the Pirate is
one of the nation’s most unique,
picturesque and exciting year-
round recreation centers.

The historically famous and
largely unspoiled bayou town of
Lafitte is the scene of the World
Championship Pirogue Races—
a unique and spectacular yearly
event that tests the endurance
and skill of both men and wo-
men.

The people of Jefferson have
always looked to the parish
government to develop and im-
prove the West Bank's water-
ways with their ever increasing
commerce.

The Harvey Canal locks con-
nect Jefferson with the na-

tion’s busy Intracoastal Wa-
terway, 1900 miles of nav-
igable inland waterways.
The Intracoastal is Jeffer-
son’s prime East-West in-
land channel forwater-borne
traffic. More than 50 million
tons of commodities move
along the great Intracoastal
from West Jefferson at the
Mississippi to the Sabine
River at the Louisiana-Texas
border.
The Barataria Bay Waterway,
completed four years ago, is
Jefferson's principal North-
South artery and a shorter route
to the Gulf.

The growth of the parish water-
ways has developed along with
industry and commerce and is
a prime factor in Jefferson's
diversified transportation sys-
tem, which brings in raw ma-
terials and moves out finished
products by rail, road and air.

But the most dramatic indica-
tions of Jefferson’s growth are
its assessed property values
which skyrocketed to $288 mil-
lion in 1967 . .. up from $127
million in 1958 and sales tax
collections which in 1967 to-
talled $13 million compared to
$8.5 million in 1966.
Other Growth Factors

Other growth factors are re-
flected in these comparisons be-
tween 1958 and 1967,

» Building permits soared in
value from $37 million to
$93 million.

« Traffic on the toll-free Mis-
sissippi River bridge at
Gretna jumped from 5,000
to 60,000 a day, including
an increase of one million
vehicles this year over
1966.

o Public School enroliment
increased from 29,000 to
55,000 students with
some schools forced to
platoon.

e Catholic School enroll-
ment jumped from 11,191

Continued on page 59




Presiden
dl
souncil of
Jelferson
Parish

Thomas F. Donelon, Parish
President, was elected to two terms
as mayor of Harahan and served
as Parish Safety Director for two
years.

Mr. Donelon graduated from Jes-
uit High (1938), LSU (1942); and
acquired 30 hours credit in English
and History at the University of
Glasgow, Scotland.

He was an infantry captain in
Europe through five campaigns dur-
ing World War II and was awarded
the Bronze Star and the Presiden-
tial Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster.
He was discharged in January, 1946,
and moved to Harahan to begin 14
years with Swift and Co.

He is a member of the Lions Club,
VEW, Knights of Columbus and
Colonial Golf and Country Club.

Charles J. Eagan, Jr., Council
Chairman, is an insurance execu-
tive and a chartered life under-
writer with Eagan Insurance Agen-
cy, Inc.

A 1940 Business Administration
graduate of T'ulane, and a Navy vet-
eran, Mr. Eagan is a member of the
YMBC, Jaycees, Audubon and
Covington Country Clubs, and was
former president of the N.O. Chap-
ter of Chartered Life Underwriters
and Louisiana Insurers Conference.

He and his wife have served as
chair couple of the Archdiocesan
executive board of the Confrater-
nity of Christian Doctrine.

Mr. Eagan has also served as
treasurer of Kingsley House.
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Jacob H. Sciambra, East Bank
Councilman-at-Large, is an attor-
ney and holds degrees in accounting
and law from Loyola University.

A former assistant parish attor-
ney, he is currently serving as pres-
ident of the Jefferson Parish Bar
Association, and a member of the
Louisiana Bar Association.

A resident of Jefferson since 1950,
Mr. Sciambra holds memberships
in the Bridge Acre Lions Club,
American Legion, Jefferson YMBC,
Jefferson Businessmen’s Organiza-
tion, Colonial Golf and Country Club
and the Knights of Columbus.
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Attorney Harold L. Molaison,
West Bank Councilman-at-
Large, is now serving his second
term.

A 1931 graduate of Gretna High,
he earned a B.A. degree from Lou-
isiana State University in 1936 and
a law degree from Loyola in 1948.

Mzr. Molaison was a captain in the
Military Police Corps for four years
during World War II and also at-
tended the Army Administration
and Provost Marshal Schools.

He holds memberships in the
West Bank Lions Club, American
Legion, Louisiana State Bar Asso-
ciation and the Jefferson Bar As-
sociation, which he served as past
president.

Beauregard H. Miller, Jr.,
First District Councilman, is
serving his third term and is the
only remaining member of the orig-
inal President-Council team elected
in 1958. Miller won election in 1956
to the commission council which
never took office.

A real estate investor with various
other business interests, he was ed-
ucated in Jefferson and attended
Louisiana State University before
serving in the Navy.

A native of Gretna, Mr. Miller is
a member of the American Legion,
VFW, Jefferson Sportsman’s Club,
Lions Club and the Gould Volunteer
Fire Company.




James Joseph LaForest, Jr.
Councilman for District Two on
the West Bank, is on the coaching
staff of West Jefferson High School.

A 1958 graduate of Southeastern
Louisiana College, he attended Im-
maculate Conception elementary
and Marrero High School.

Mr. LaForest is a former social
sciences and physical education
teacher at West Jefferson High
where he also served as assistant
football and basketball coach.

He served five years as a Sergeant
in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve.
Born in Lockport, La., LaForest,
32, is the youngest member of the
parish council.

Third District Councilman for
the East Bank, George J. Ackel,
is now serving his second term.
Ackel is branch manager for Sun
Life Assurance Co. of Canada cov-
ering Louisiana, Southern Missis-
sippi and Southern Alabama.

Heisadirector of the Metropolitan
Bank of Jefferson, former Vice Pres-
ident of the Kenner Rotary Club,
past president and an organizer of
the Harahan Rotary Club. He is
a member of the Jefferson YMBC.
East Jefferson Chamber of Com-
merce, VFW, Colonial Golf and
Country Club, Tulane Univ. De-
velopment Program, Life Under-
writers and Life Managers’ associa-
tions and the Million Dollar Round
Table.

Anton Pilney, Fourth District
Councilman for the East Bank
is Sales Manager for Orkin Extermi-
nating Co.

He lettered three years in football
at Notre Dame University and was
head football coach at Tulane. He
holds a B.A. degree from Notre
Dame and also attended DePaul
University.

Mr. Pilney holds memberships in
the Jefferson YMBC, VFW Post
No. 175, N. O. Traffic Club, Vet-
erans Highway Businessmen’s As-
sociation, Metairie Country Club
and the Advisory Board of Com-
munity Welfare Council of Jefferson.
He retains an active interest in
sports as an amateur golfer.
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Jefferson’s

Oldest

“Industry

With the exception of oil and gas,
fisheries are Louisiana’s largest in-
dustry, supplying one sixth of the
nation’s annual ecatch.

In Jefferson, commercial fishing—
especially oyster and shrimp pro-
duction—has long been a major
economic factor.

Southern Shell Fish Company, a
Harvey shrimp canner, is the largest
manufacturing plant of its kind in
the world.

In fact, shrimp was first canned
commercially in the state exactly
100 years ago on Grand Terre
across the strait from Grand Isle.

Record year for shrimp in Louisiana
was 83 million pounds in 1963
while oyster production reached
an all time high of 11.4 million
pounds in 1964.

A growing industry is crawfishing,
topping 10 million pounds annually.
In 5 parishes, 6000 acres of swamp
and rice land have been converted
to crawfish “farms” which account
for 20 per cent of the state’s crop.

More than one billion pounds of
menhaden are taken annually from
Louisiana marshes.

But the really big story in Jefferson
is its shrimp industry. It ranks
second among 64 parishes in the
number of licensed shrimp trawlers.
Experimental shrimp farming— pro-
ducing brown shrimp the year
‘round in ecaptive—will add to
Jefferson’s vast and insatiable world
markets.

Many kinds of shrimp find favorable
waters in the parish particularly
in the Gulf of Mexico.

Photograph Courtesy of Southern Living Magazine

During colonial times, two shrimp
species were sold in the New
Orleans markets—the “river shrimp”’
and the “lake shrimp”, a salt water
species. Baited traps were used for
snaring river shrimp, cast nets and
seines for taking lake shrimp.

In the early sailboat days, seiners
along the Grand Isle beaches often
brought in large catches of a small
sea shrimp known as ‘‘sept barbe”
“seabob’. Since ice was a scarcity,
the seabobs were usually dehydrated
on sundrying platforms which dotted
the coastal bayous and shipped to
Chinese colonies.

Iceboats and gasoline engines, which
came after the turn of the century,
helped the struggling canning in-
dustry.

Power boats and seagoing trawlers
greatly extended shrimping grounds
and both drying and canning in-
dustries grew by leaps and bounds.

Many of these now are of the super
deep sea type and forage entirely
in the Gulf.

Today, due to modern refrigeration,
new methods of harvesting, canning,
packing, new preserving techniques
and rapid transportation, shrimp
taken in Jefferson’s waters are
reaching worldwide markets never
before dreamed of and are in
increasing demand everywhere in
the U. S.

Shrimping is no longer a matter of
going out in a small boat and
bringing back a pay load. Trawler
hull designs have been changed
and gear has been developed to
handle shrimp faster and with more
facility.

Navigation aids, such as radar,
fish finders, ship-to-shore radio,
fathometers and other gear are
now in reach of not only the big
operators but also the small in-
dependents.

Now the small boats may also
venture far from shore with com-
parative safety and are no longer
relegated to their immediate home
waters and the use of shoreline
landmarks.

Electronic devices have become as
familiar as the compass to these
men whose fathers and grand-
fathers shrimped with sail power.

A sign of the times, too; is the fact
that the small river shrimp (which
average 100 to the pound) is used
now primarily for bait.

The new commercial favorite is the
“giant” or Delta river shrimp which
average between 16 and 30 per
pound.

Now, more than ever, government
agencies are helping the shrimp
industry.

Since 1962, shrimp research has
been coordinated by state and
federal agencies. Information de-
veloped is being used effectively
each year in the prediction of the
shrimp harvest, the setting of sea-
sons and the general management
of the shrimp population.

Following are a series of outstanding
recipes featuring the seafood from
Jefferson’s waters. They take time
to make but so do all of Louisiana’s
delicious Creole dishes.
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How

much more
can
Jefferson
Parish...

There’s just no telling! But it’s certainly one of the fastest growing
industrial areas in the United States. And it’s because Jefferson Parish
has what industry needs. Like water . . . billions of gallons flowing by
daily in the Mississippi River. And port facilities . . . the second largest
in the world. And petrochemicals . . . 1/6 of the nation’s total proved
crude resources are right here in Louisiana.

LP&L is working constantly to inform and remind industrial leaders of
the advantages for industry in Jefferson Parish. They are told through ads
in national publications, such as DUN’S REVIEW, MODERN INDUSTRY,
CHEMICAL WEEK, AREA DEVELOPMENT and PLANT LOCATION.

In addition, LP&L’s staff of area development specialists work with the
nation’s industrial leaders. Using their knowledge of available plant
sites, they help bring industry to Louisiana areas . . . often, right here in
Jefferson Parish.

No, we don’t know how much more Jefferson Parish will grow. But it will
keep prospering, and we are determined to boost that prosperity all we can.

Louisiana Power & Light Company

““Helping Build Louisiana"



CREOLE JAMBALAYA

1Y% pounds whole shrimp

2 tablespoons butter

Y5 cup chopped onion

1 tablespoon chopped
green pepper

1 clove garlic, minced

Y4 pound ham, cubed

1 can (1 pound)

1 cup rice

1 bay leaf

Y teaspoon dried thyme

2 sprigs parsley

2 teaspoons chopped
celery

1 teaspoon salt

tomatoes, drained, Y% teaspoon each black
reserve liquid and red pepper

Peel, devein, wash shrimp. Melt butter in a 2Y2-quart saucepan
over medium heat. Add onion and green pepper, saute until soft
(about 6 minutes). Stir in garlic and ham, saute 5 minutes. Chop
drained tomatoes, stir in and cook 2 minutes. With a fork, stir in
rice to blend. Add shrimp and seasonings. Pour tomato liquid
over all, bring to a boil. Do not stir. Cover, cook over low heat 45
minutes. Serves four.

SHRIMP CREOLE

15 can water

2 tablespoons chopped
parsley

2% pounds whole shrimp
2 tablespoons butter
> cup chopped onion
2 tablespoons, chopped I teaspoon each dried
green pepper thyme and pepper
1 clove garlic, minced sauce
1 tablespoon flour 1 teaspoon salt
1 can (8 ounces) tomato Y4 teaspoon black
sauce pepper
Peel, devein, wash shrimp. Melt butter in large skillet over medium
heat. Add onion and green pepper, saute until soft (about 6 min-
utes). Stir in garlic. Remove from heat, blend in flour until smooth.
Add tomato sauce, simmer 5 minutes. Gradually add water,

stirring to blend. Add shrimp and remaining ingredients. Cover,
simmer 40 minutes. Serve over cooked, hot rice. Serves four.

OYSTER PATTIES

2 dozen oysters and Y cup chopped celery
1 cup liquid leaves
4 tablespoons butter Y2 cup chopped parsley
5 tablespoons flour 2 cloves garlic, minced
15 cup chopped onion % teaspoon salt
15 cup chopped green Y4 teaspoon black pepper
onion 14 teaspoon pepper sauce

Drain oysters, reserve liquid. Melt butter, stir in flour until smooth.
Cook until dark brown, stirring constantly (10 minutes). Lower
heat, stir in onions and celery, cook until soft, stirring often (10
to 15 minutes). Lower heat to simmer, stir in oyster liquid to
blend. Add parsley and garlic, simmer 10 minutes. Cut oysters
into fourths and add. Bring to a boil, simmer 10 minutes. Pour
into patty shells. Bake in 425-degree oven. Large patties, 10
minutes; small patties 5 minutes. Fills 6 to 8 large patty shells
or 48 cocktail patties.

CRAB-OKRA GUMBO

2 tablespoon chopped
parsley

8 scalded crabs

3 strips bacon

1 cup chopped onion 1 bay leaf

1 pound okra, thinly Y4 teaspoon dried thyme
sliced 2 teaspoons salt

Leani(l foiina) Y> teaspoon black pepper

tomatoes, drained,
reserve liquid Y4 teaspoon pepper sauce

3 cups hot water plus 1 cup tomato liquid

Clean crabs, break in halves, remove leg shells and separate claws
from halves. Fry bacon until crisp, remove and set aside. Lower
heat, saute onion in drippings until soft (6 minutes). Add okra,
cook until jt ceases to rope (about 30 minutes), stirring often.
Chop drained tomatoes, add to okra, stir to blend. Add crabs,
claws and parsley, simmer 5 minutes. Crumble bacon, add with
seasonings and liquid. Cover, simmer 45 minutes, stirring
occasionally. Serve with cooked, hot rice. Serves four to six.

Joflerson’s Lakefront Resfaurants
Sorve me Best Seafood Anywhere!

For the past 108 years, the best seafeod anywhere has
has been served at Jefferson’s famous lakefront res-
taurants.
In fact, for many years the ONLY restaurants
specializing in seafood were those at Jefferson’s “‘west
end.”
The history of those restaurants begins with Captain
Johnny C. Bruning, whose family established the first
restaurant, “The Old Lakehouse”, in 1859,
Now known as the Original Bruning’s, it was followed
by Swanson’s, Fitzgerald’s and Fontana’s and more
recently Kirsch’s, Maggie and Smitty’s, and Papa
Rosselli’s.
Captain Bruning who was born in 1871 near the 17th
street canal which divides Jefferson from New Orleans,
was much more than a restaurateur.
When he died at 91, he left behind a storybook legend
crammed with fabulous incidents, honors, memories,
records and documents.
The captain, small in stature (with fists like a middle-
weight), was the “mayor” of Bucktown, East End
and West End —a man of character, courage, great
strength and infinite patience.
Rescued 250 In Lake

His exploits ranged from helping to save more than
250 people from drowning in unpredictable Lake
Pontchartrain to catching alligators barehanded.
Bruning’s is now managed by Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Urrate, Sr., fourth generation descendants of the
captain,

Continued on page 106
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Jefferson is THE parish on the
move in Louisiana.

Jefferson’s annual rate of growth
continues to exceed the popula-
tion growth of any comparable
county or parish in the south.

Preparing for this tremendous in-
flux of new homeowners is the
duty and responsibility of parish
government.

Parishwide master plans are al-
ready being implemented . . .
anticipating demand for the next
30 years . . . for water, sewerage,
drainage, fire protection, major
streets, bridges and hospital fa-
cilities.

The same master planning was
begun in 1965 to meet two addi-
tional vital needs-parishwide pub-
lic recreational facilities and more
residential land for the east bank.

West Jefferson—twice the size of
the east bank with only half the
population—has no shortage of
land for residential and recrea-
tional development.

However, the only new homesites
remaining in unincorporated East
Jefferson are in the 3400 Acres
Project and Bridgedale.

Except for a few scattered lots,
these last large parcels of resi-
dential land are now being de-
veloped by the parish under peti-
tion programs for individual prop-
erty owners many of whom have
waited 10 years to build.

But new homeowners will con-
tinue to pour into East Jefferson
seeking land to build on. Soon
the demand will be greater than
the existing supply. When this
happens, there will be only one
way to create new land . . . by
reclaiming it from the lake.
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Lakefront Reclamation

It will be at least five years how-
ever before homes can be built
on reclaimed land. By then, based
on national and local experience,
4400 families a year will be seeking
prime residential land to build on
in East Jefferson.

Another critical shortage for many
years in Jefferson has been the
almost complete lack of public
recreational areas. The fastest
growing parish in the state has
no public parks, golf courses,

marinas or beaches. Its 325,000
residents must go out of the
parish to find a municipal audi-
torium, a cultural center or a
convention complex.

The solution to both of these
problems was provided by the
the parish council early in 1965
when it appointed Burk and
Associates to develop a $185 mil-
lion master flood protection and
lakefront reclamation plan for
East Jefferson.

Except for a few famous seafood
restaurants at the dJefferson-Or-
leans parish line, the ten mile
Lake Pontchartrain shoreline is
unused and inaccessible.

What should be Jefferson’s great-
est asset is a desolation of wasted
resources sealed off from the
parish by an ugly, earthen levee.
A special legislative act in 1950
created a public improvement
district for East Jefferson.

However, no workable plan was




developed until the present ad-
ministration took office in 1964.

Under their direction, a team of
experts have been developing a
master plan to reclaim 5000 acres
along the lakefront for residential,
recreational and business devel-
opment.

On December 13, 1965 the council
obtained a $703,385 advance
planning grant from HUD.

Burk and Associates retained Dr.

Harry A. Anthony, an interna-
tionally known urban planner
consultant to help in the planning.
The Gulf South Research Insti-
tute was hired to make a thorough
economic evaluation of the land
values to be created.

Soil borings to a depth of 100 feet
were made at 28 different loca-
tions to study the lake bottom for
preferred fill material such as
heavy clay and sand which would
solidify within two years making

land available sooner for building.

Bache and Co. was selected as
fiscal agents.

The parish plans to develop 6.25
square miles of lakefront to the
city limits of Kenner which will
provide homes for 50,000 people.
Fifty five per cent of the re-
claimed land will not be sold.
It will be dedicated for public
use such as community parks,
beaches, marinas, streets and a
sewerage treatment plant.

Continued on page 108
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From his fourth floor office in the
new Gretna Courthouse, Clerk of
Court William M. “Bill”" Justice, Ir.
directs one of the oldest, busiest and
most important branches of parish
government.

The Clerk (of the District Court)
is a court officer, a member of the
jury commission, clerk of the Juve-
nile Court, Notary Public, Record-
er of Mortgages, Conveyances
(sales), adoptions, etc. He is cus-
todian of voting machines and
supervises absentee voting and elec-
tion night vote tabulations.

The Clerk of Court’s office also:

e Assists in drawing names for
grand and petit juries involving over
2500 prospective jurors annually.

® Records court proceedings,
provides protective custody for
court records and files suits and suc-
cessions.

® Furnishes administrative serv-
ices for eleven judges including
keeping of -alimony and juvenile
records, filing evidence of criminal
and civil suits and assigning assist-
ants to judges.

® Records various notarial acts,
cancels mortgages and liens and is-
sues marriage licenses.

e Microfilms all civic records,
notarial acts, mortgages and con-
veyances.

Bill Justice insists that his staff
of highly trained workers render all
services courteously and efficiently.
His office receives no tax revenues,
operating entirely on fees received
for its services.

With its three new judges (the
parish now has 11) and more ex-
pected by 1972, selection of grand
and petit jurors has become an in-
creasingly important function of
this office.

To qualify as a juror, a person
must be an English-speaking U. S.
citizen, over 21 and a Jefferson resi-
dent for one year. He must not be
“incapable of serving as a juror be-
cause of mental or physical infir-
mity” nor under indictment or inter-
diction or previously convicted of a
felony. Women are exempted un-
less they request jury service in writ-
ing.

The same qualifications are re-
quired for the five members of the
jury commission who meet with the
clerk of court to select jurors as
many times as required by judges.

For petit jury duty, names are
drawn by lot from a “General
Venire Box,” a sealed container

with the names of at least 600 eligi-
ble persons each on a separate slip
of paper.

For grand juries, impaneled twice
a year, 20 to 50 names are drawn
from 600 or more eligibles. From
these, 12 are selected by lot to serve
for a minimum of six months.

Lists of grand and petit jurors are
published in the official journal of
the parish. Grand jurors are paid
$12 per day and petit jurors $8.

Jefferson, with 54 elections in the
last nine years, keeps the clerk of
court’s office busy year round.

One duty involves supervision of
absentee voting. This is held at three
locations beginning 20 days before
and ending seven days prior to pri-
maries and general elections. Extra
office hours are maintained on Satur-
day and Sunday for the convenience
of voters.

Other pre-election duties include
instruction classes for poll commis-
sioners, checking voting machines
for accurate ballot information and
trucking them to the polls.

But this is only a quiet prelude
to the hectic election night job of
tabulating “votes cast” sheets, rep-
resenting unofficial precinct totals
brought in by poll commissioners
from 143 precincts. The ballot is
often lengthy. (In 1963, 48 candi-
dates ran for the House of Repre-
sentatives in the first primary.)

With the candidates, the press and
broadcast media eagerly awaiting
the results, clerk of court employees
do a highly professional job under
pressure of compiling the “unofficial
returns”. In general elections and
in some primaries, it takes a crew
of 30 or more to do the job.

Next day, arrangements are made
to truck voting machines to the
warehouses. One tally sheet remains
in the machines which are locked
on election night and officially
opened three days later by the Clerk
of Court. These are checked against
official tally sheets for accuracy
prior to official promulgation of re-
turns by the parish council.

This year the parish council au-
thorized American flags for each
polling place and requested that they
be stored in voting machines.

A tour of the operating sections
of the Clerk of Court’s office, begins
on the fourth floor where all judicial
matters are processed, including the
selection of juries. Here suits and
successions are filed, processed and
allotted to a judge.
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Clerk of Court William M. Justice, Jr., checks construction progress of the new Jefferson Parish court building scheduled for
completion in June 1968. The $1,132,350 two-story building will house the civil and criminal court section of the clerk of
court’s office on the first floor plus a juvenile court complex and district attorney’s offices. Six new courtrooms are planned

for the second floor.
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Behind-the-counter view of the fourth floor where judicial matters are processed including selection of juries and filing of
suits and successions.
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Supervision of absentee voting is a highly important job Huge “general index” ledgers in civil section on fourth

in Jefferson where 55 elections have been held since 1958. floor are kept current daily.
Clerk of Court’s office provides 3 locations for voter
convenience.
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Conveyance record books are carefully classified and indexed to provide a complete “history” of each piece of real estate.
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Jefferson’s 11 judges serve in
Divisions A through F, the Juvenile
Court, the First and Second Parish
Courts with one Ad Hoc Jurist. The
Clerk of Court’s office selects and
assigns minute clerks to serve in all
courts.

In one section of the fourth floor,
evidence of civil suits is microfilmed,
then filed in locked vaults until the
cases are tried. A separate section
is devoted to keeping of criminal
records, which include misdemeanor
and traffic violations.

The third floor of the Clerk of
Court’s office is devoted exclusively
to non-judicial matters. Here all the
filing and recording of documents is
handled.

In the mortgage and conveyance
records room, conversion to data
processing is under way. This is a
giant step forward in streamlining
the work of this important section.
Eventually all mortgages will be

grouped together by mortgagor,
listed alphabetically by name on
IBM cards and fed into a computer
to provide instant service.

The recording and filing of notar-
ial acts includes mortgages, mineral
leases, charters, trade names, sub-
division maps, federal and state tax
liens, judgments, successions, adop-
tions, sheriff's auctions and tax sales,
agreements to buy and sell, utility
liens, cash sales, quit claims and
process verbal. Mortgage cancella-
tions are also processed.

Marriage licenses are issued here
and, by contrast, alimony decisions
dating back 100 years are kept on
file.

On the third floor is the nation’s
largest collection of subdivision
maps, invaluable in settling property
disputes.

The grand jury and the Second
Parish Court are temporarily located
on the fifth floor. The eighth floor
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houses the juvenile court room
where alimony payments, juvenile
records and adoptions are processed.

On the East Bank, the clerk of
court maintains an office which
serves as an information center,
handles absentee voting, and issues
marriage licenses.

Absentee voting is also held at
the First Parish Court building,
3027 Ridgelake Drive, Metairie.
The first parish court handles traffic
violations, misdemeanors and small
claims not exceeding $1000 for East
Jefferson. Its counterpart on the
West Bank, the Second Parish
Court, began operation late last
year.

Dating back to 1845, the Clerk of
Court’s office plays a key role in
the progress and development of a
fast-growing parish like Jefferson.
Bill Justice has been part of that
progress and development for the
past twelve years.




Mosquito Gontrol

Serious Disease Outbreak Averted

Following two of the worst mos-
quito invasions in modern history
(1962-63), the new parish admin-
istration in 1964 moved to set up
an organized control program to rid
Jefferson of this worrisome health
menace.

They obtained voter approval of
a monthly service charge to finance
a permanent mosquito control de-
partment which began operation
March 1, 1965.

The results were immediate and
highly successful. Within twelve
months the department achieved a
75 per cent reduction in the mos-
quito population, began parishwide
fogging and launched a full scale
program to permanently eliminate
breeding sites.

In September 1966, when a severe
nationwide encephalitis epidemic
hit hard at southern cities, Jefferson
had only one confirmed case which
was not fatal.

A year later, weather conditions
were particularly ripe for a late sum-
mer invasion.

A very dry June, followed by almost
daily July rains activated breeding
places.

Fortunately, Jefferson had the man-
power, the know-how and the equip-
ment to combat the invasion.

"Copters Fight Skeeters

Ground fogging operations were
stepped up. Three leased helicop-
ters, capable of spraying 2540 acres
per hour, launched an all out attack
stopping only to refill spray tanks.

Within two weeks, the threat ended,
Jefferson’s citizens breathed easier
and the mosquito control depart-
ment returned to a “normal” work-
ing schedule.

Over 3,000 acres in two fast-devel-
oping East Jefferson subdivisions
(Pontchartrain Shores and 3400
Acres) were drained and sprayed.

As utility improvements are in-
stalled, (on a front foot assessment
basis) by contractors in these areas,
all ditches are filled and brought up
to grade, eliminating potential
breeding places.

Since these two huge residential

areas near the lake abut existing
subdivisions, the department’s con-

trol measures were especially ap-
preciated.

The director has received many let-
ters of appreciation from grateful
citizens and industries.

One plant manager said “thanks to
the work of your department, our
employees enjoyed one of the most
pleasant summers in years.”

A retired citizen, who had resided
in several coastal areas, was amazed
by the effectiveness of parish mos-
quito control.

Another, a former civic association
president, praised results at both his
Metairie residence and his “summer
home™ in Lafitte.

With a 1967 budget of $349,445
(up $60,000 from 1966), the de-
partment is continuing its six
pronged attack aimed at:

® Determining types of mosquitoes
® Locating breeding sources

® Controlling breeding areas by hel-
icopter spraying

e Eliminating breeding sources by
drainage and filling in low areas

¢ Controlling the adult mosquitoes
after they emerge by fogging

® [nforming the public by weekly
news releases, films, slide presenta-
tions and information programs at
school

The tangible benefits to Jefferson’s
business and residential community
continue to exceed the nine major
objectives given for mosquito con-
trol when an organized program was
proposed.

These are:

e Prevention of infectious diseases
such as encephalitis, yellow fever,
dengue fever or malaria.

® More productive man-hours in
“outdoor” employment, including
farm employment.

e Increased land values and more
rapid land development.

e Reduction in medical bills for
treatment of infection or allergies.

® Reduced cost of insect repellents
or household insecticides.

e Greater enjoyment of outdoor
recreational areas.

o Reduction of heartworm infec-
tion among dogs.

e Reduction in livestock losses,
e Reduction in fowl-pox iff poultry.

In 1967, the mosquito control de-
partment joined with the council,
the parish health officer, munici-
palities and state health officials in a
massive rat eradication program:

Fight Air Pollution

In January, the council established
an air pollution control commission
to survey needs and controls in Jef-
ferson and named the mosquito con-
trol director as one of the members.

In addition to the unincorporated
areas, the mosquito control depart-
ment now supplies its services to
four of Jefferson’s five municipali-
ties.

By 1968. five south Louisiana par-
ishes will have organized mosquito
control programs. Joining Orleans,
Jefferson, Plaquemines and St. Ber-
nard is St. Charles parish.

They voted an appropriation to ini-
tiate an organized parish program
based on a study made by Jeffer-
son’s mosquito control director.
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On May 22, 1967, Jefferson Parish Sheriff Alwynn
J. Cronvich received the New Orleans Metro-
politan Crime Commission award for “‘extraordi-
nary service to law enforcement and criminal
justice during the past three years.”

At the award presentation, the sheriff was praised
for his “resourcefulness, tireless drive, stubborn
tenacity, creative imagination and strong leader-
ship.” The words are well chosen and the honor
is certainly deserved.

On May 8, 1964, Cronvich inherited an inade-
quate, poorly equipped and politics-ridden sheriff’s
department. At that time he promised to the
people of Jefferson Parish that he would fairly
enforce all of the laws and that he would build a
professional law enforcement agency.

The first step after assuming command was a
sweeping reorganization of the law enforcement
division. Modern efficient employment practices
were instituted and high standards of perform-
ance were set for the department. Applicants had
to meet mental, physical, and psychological re-
quirements of a modern law enforcement agency.
He soon assembled a staff of experienced career
enforcement officers, and today, Jefferson has one
of the best trained, most efficient law enforcement
units in the entire state.

A continuing program of intensive recruiting to
increase the manpower of the department and the
increase of radio transmitting frequencies from
two to six with separate channels for the East and
West Bank Districts, have enabled the Sheriff’s
Department to maintain constant patrolling
throughout the parish.
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Recruits Undergo Training
To mould new recruits into professional career
officers, Sheriff Cronvich prepared a training
program in which each recruit is first assigned to
various sections and units within the department.
The recruit then receives instructions in the
Sheriff’s basic school, and on completion is sent
to a four-week training school in Bunkie, La.
conducted by Louisiana State University. When
the recruit has completed this training he is
given a regular assignment to the road division
and works with an experienced officer.

The training process continues with a constant
in-service training program for all deputies con-
sisting of lectures, films, and training aids on
which the deputies are given written tests.

As the deputy progresses in the department he
may be sent to advanced professional training
schools conducted by Federal Agencies, university,
and other law enforcement agencies throughout
the United States. Included among these advanced
schools are the Bureau of Narcotics school in
Washington, the Advanced Law Enforcement
Training School at LSU, Juvenile Training School
at LSU, Advanced Law Enforcement Administra-
tion at the University of Indiana, and seminars
and special training courses at the University of
Georgia, Texas A & M, University of Oklahoma,
Southwestern Law Institute, Southern Law
Institute and many others.

Since the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office has been
included in the Police Foundation Scholarship
Program at Loyola University, deputies who
qualify may attend under the program and upon
completion of the course will receive a degree of
Bachelor of Science in Criminology. At the present
time there are fifteen members of the Jefferson
Parish Sheriff’s Department attending the uni-
versity, three of whom are recent high school
graduates serving as cadets in the department
until they reach the legal age to be sworn in as
deputies. This new cadet program, with its vast
opportunities for the young man seeking a pro-
fessional career, will provide dJefferson Parish
with a constant supply of young, intelligent,
well-trained professional law enforcement officers.

Join To Prevent Crime

By his performance, Sheriff Cronvich has earned
the respect of all law enforcement officials in the
area and has brought about a closer liaison with
all law enforcement agencies. As a result, there
is close cooperation among all agencies to prevent
crime, and parish boundaries no longer provide a
safe haven for the criminal element. Investigation
conducted cooperatively by two or more law
enforcement agencies are now common place in
the metropolitan area.




Junior Girl Deputies learn respect for law and
rights of others, and to consider the law enforcement
officers as a friend. Girls march in parades during
Mardi Gras, 4th of July, etc. and are taken on
chaperoned summer trips.

Patrol or Road division has more than 150 uni-
formed officers to man squad cars, motorcycles and
3 wheel *‘scooters”. Separate east and west districis
are each commanded by a captain who answers to
the supervisor of Districts.

The Sheriff’s Department, which numbers more
than 475 members, including approximately 100
school crossing guards, has two basic department
—the Civil Department and the Law Enforce-
ment Department. The Civil Department is
responsible for the collection of property and
sales taxes, issuance of occupational licenses,
and must perform all of the functions necessary
to fulfill its obligation as executive officer of the
courts.

The Law Enforcement Department is

divided into two major groupings—the

Patrol or Road Division with more than

150 uniformed officers, and the Detective

Division with approximately 75 officers.

Under the direct supervision of the

Sheriff are the Police Bureau of Investi-

gation, Planning and Training, Intel-

ligence, Vice and Narcotics Divisions,
with approximately 25 officers.

The Patrol or Road Division, under the com-
mand of the Supervisor of Districts, is composed
of two districts, the West District and the East
District, the Traffic Squad, and the “Scooter”
Patrol. The Parish Prison is under the super-
vision of the Supervisor of Districts also. The
West District, with headquarters in the Old
Courthouse in Gretna, is commanded by a
Captain with approximately 50 officers to patrol
the six beats included within the district. The
East District, headquartered in the rear of the
East Bank Office Building, is commanded by a
Captain with approximately 60 officers to patrol
the seven beats included within the district. The
Traffic Squad utilizing radar, two-wheel and
three-wheel motorcycles, and regular police ve-
hicles, provides the basic traffic enforcement
within the parish and escort service when neces-
sary.

‘Scooters’ Prove Successful

The “‘Scooter” Patrol, utilizing six three-wheel
“scooters”, has proven most successful in the
patrol of residential subdivisions. These ‘“‘scooters’
give the “beat” officer added mobility which
enables him to cover a wider area while still
retaining a personal relationship with the resi-
dents of the area. The Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s
Office was the first law enforcement agency in
the state of Louisiana to place these vehicles in
operation and their success can be attested to by
the fact that all large city law enforcement
agencies have adopted their use.

The Detective Division is divided into squads for
General Assignment, Homicide, Burglary and
Armed Robbery, Auto Theft, Forgery, Juvenile,
Pawn Shop, the Bureau of Identification, and
Criminal Records.
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The Pawn Shop Squad, which was recently added
by Sheriff Cronvich, maintains a current list of
stolen articles and is a part of the National
Crime Information Center through its terminal
facility in New Orleans. All property stolen in
Jefferson Parish, which meets the requirement of
the National Crime Information Center, when
found anywhere in the United States is trans-
mitted through the information center and re-
ceived by the Pawn Shop Squad.

The Bureau of Identification and Criminal
Records is responsible for maintaining records of
all criminal acts committed within the parish and
for keeping records on all persons charged with
crime within the Parish of Jefferson. The Bureau
of Identification further processes crime scenes to
remove latent fingerprints, footprints, determine
the weapon or weapons used in the commission
of the criminal act, manner of entry into struec-
tures, any any other physical evidence which may
be found.

Year-Round Youth Program

Sheriff Cronvich has often stated that Jefferson
Parish’s greatest asset is its youth. The sheriff
has built an extensive Junior Deputy Program

designed to teach children respect for law and the
rights of others, and to respect the law enforce-
ment officer as a friend.

The program is conducted on a year-round basis
and two officers are assigned permanent duty to
this program along with that of the school crossing
guard program. Members of this program are
shown films depicting the duties and responsi-
bilities of a law enforcement officer, are taken on
tours of the various divisions within the depart-
ment, receive instructions in first-aid, self-defense,
and the use of firearms, and receive trips to
various parts of the United States.

During the summer of 1967, more than 335
youngsters visited Washington on a six-day trip
and more than 200 were taken on trips to Mexico,
Pensacola, Houston and Six Flags in Dallas. Girl
junior deputies and somwne of the younger junior
deputies marched in the Carnival parades in
Jefferson Parish.

A small percentage of our youth, approximately
115 percent, run afoul of the law. Facilities must
be available to house them in custody until final
disposition of their case. During his campaign for
election in 1963, Sheriff Cronvich stressed the



SHerirs Department

Although every man in department receives emer-
gency crowd-control training, a special squad of 60
men has been formed to handle this necessary duty.

necessity for a juvenile detention home for these
young offenders. Subsequent to his election,
together with other interested officials and citizens
of the parish, the Sheriff actively supported all
efforts to fund and build a juvenile detention
home which has now become a reality and is in
operation on the west bank of the parish.

All of Jefferson Parish may be justly proud of the
K-9 Corps German Shepherd dogs. “Prince” of
the K-9 Corps is the only K-9 in the State of
Louisiana to merit the “Utility Dog” award, the
highest award in Obedience trials, in competition
with household pets. These dogs have proven
invaluable in locating prowlers and criminals in
buildings, and are used as tracking dogs in wooded
and swampy areas. Their ability to change from a
fierce defender to a docile pet on command ofthe
handler amazes all who have witnessed them in
action. A deep bond of affection develops between
the animal and the handler.
Augxiliary Important ‘Arm’

An important “arm” of the Sheriff’s Department
is the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Auxiliary, a group
of more than 150 interested citizens of Jefferson
Parish who give freely of their time to assist in
the protection of their neighbors. These men serve
more than 6000 hours a month, riding with the
regular patrol deputies, providing traffic patrol at
football games, parades, and special events, and
motorcycle escorts, and communications assist-
ance. They receive no compensation, must pay
all their own uniform costs, and are motivated
solely by their interest in law enforcement.
To provide better service the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment has added many special services and had
built specialized equipment. Two personnel
transportation vehicles, often called ‘‘paddy
wagons,” each with a capacity of 18 persons,
were added so that prisoners could be transferred
from the district stations to the parish prison and
removed from the scene of the crime to the dis-
trict station, thus permitting the patrol deputy
to continue on his assigned beat.

Special crowd-control equipment has

been secured and although every man in

the department has received emergency

crowd-control training, a special squad

of 60 men has been trained as a team

for this necessary duty.

The need for specialized equipment in emergency
situations prompted the sheriff to add a specially
designed emergency communications command
unit which will enable the department to maintain

Three-wheel scooters increase mobility, enable officer
to cover wider area and still keep in touch with
subdivision residents. The six scooters, a Cronvich
“first”, have proven highly successful.

All law enforcement personnel are required to qualify as

marksmen. New firing range was built by auxiliary deputies.

New emergency rescue truck responds to all emer-
fgm:ies. It contains portable power tools, emergency

ighting equipment, complete first aid and life saving
gear and portable generators.
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SHeriir's Department

contact with all law enforcement agencies in the
area and parish departments while on the scene
of a disaster area. This self-contained mobile
command post, for use in any community
emergency or disaster, is designed to allow co-
ordination of the activities of all groups engaged
in assisting at the disaster area.
Emergency Equipment Added

The department has added an emergency rescue
truck and a rescue boat to respond to all land
and water emergencies. The truck contains
portable power gear, emergency lighting equip-
ment, complete first aid and life saving equip-
ment, and portable generators. The 19 foot
fiberglas boat is equipped for dragging opera-
tions and for search and rescue work in the 160
square miles of waterways in Jefferson Parish.

In 1966, a firing range was dedicated and is now
being used to increase the proficiency of the
officers in the use of firearms. The Jefferson Parish
Sheriff’s Auxiliary should be given its share of
credit, for their perseverance led to the location
of a site, and they planned and provided most of
the labor for building of the facility. At the
present time the range is also being used to
instruct organized groups of youngsters over the
age of 12 in the fundamentals of firearms use.

Further accomplishments and innovations during
the past three and a half years include the follow-
ing:

1. Increased average monthly salaries
for deputies from $350 to $575 by
instituting a systematic pay raise
program.

2. Longer vacations, overtime pay and a
100 percent increase in special detail
fees for deputies.

3. Improved hospitalization and life in-
surance benefits and added protec-
tion.

4. Provided more opportunities for ad-
vancement by increasing number of
officers and deputies.

5. Initiated a study to expand pension
benefits in cooperation with the state
sheriff’s association.

6. Initiated bicycle safety talks for chil-
dren and added a film library to pro-
vide interesting and informative pro-
grams for all organized groups within
the parish.

7. Streamlined tax collection procedure
by computerizing preparation of more
than 120,000 tax bills effecting tre-
mendous economies in time and labor
and making readily available to all
parish departments the tax monies
collected.

34

As the sheriff’s first term comes to an end, plans
have already been laid for the continued develop-
ment of the department. At the present time, the
sheriff’s office must operate the parish prison
under most adverse conditions. Originally built in
1924 and expanded in 1958 the parish prison was
designed to do nothing more than to provide cell
space for approximately 100 inmates. There are
no facilities to enable the sheriff’s office to provide
any rehabilitation programs. The facilities for
female prisoners are inadequate and do not allow
proper separation of female prisoners.

New Parish Prison Aim

The sheriff has pledged himself to initiate and
support action to secure a new parish prison and
law enforcement complex. The complex will con-
tain the latest electronic equipment designed to
provide maximum security for all prisoners and
facilities to initiate programs designed to return
the inmates to society as productive members.

The law enforcement complex will house under
one building all of the offices of the sheriff’s de-
partment and will utilize computers and other
electronic equipment to give to Jefferson Parish
the finest in law enforcement.

Two more districts are anticipated. One district
will include a training center complete with
classrooms, indoor firing range, and physical
training facilities.

The first to use three-wheel scooters in the state
of Louisiana, the sheriff will again be an innovator
in two other areas.

In March, 1968, two members of the Sheriff’s
Department will attend a school conducted by
Bell Laboratories in Sommerville, New Jersey to
learn the use of the ‘““Voiceprint” machine, a
machine designed to electronically record the
print of the human voice to permit comparisons
between the recorded voice and the actual voice
of the suspect.

Newest Scientific Equipment

The increase in the narcotics traffic throughout
the United States and the clever methods em-
ployed by those trafficking in narcotics requires
the most sophisticated equipment to detect their
presence. The Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office will
purchase X-ray equipment, designed to locate
narcotics, firearms, bombs, etc. in packages, in
its continuing fight to stem the narcotics traffic.

Other equipment will enable technicians to photo-
graph finger prints from the human body as well
as all other objects.

Those who have the grave responsibility of
waging war against crime and criminals must
utilize all of the latest scientific developments and
methods. The Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Depart-
ment will constantly search for means to continue
professionalizing its operation.

Sheriff Alwynn J. Cronvich has done his job well. B




Sewerage

Bond Issue Will Extend Homestead Exemption to West Bank

Parishwide master planning for sew-
erage—a goal of the present admin-
istration—will become a reality in
1968 if a proposed west bank bond
issue passes.

The West Jefferson master sewerage
plan will be one of the features of
a millage revenue bond issue ex-
tending homestead exemption bene-
fits to all unincorporated areas of
the west bank.

Only a portion of District No. 4
(Harvey) enjoys homestead exemp-
tion benefits now.

Five west bank subdivisions with
individual sewer plants which are
difficult to maintain would be
brought into the Bridge City area’s
District No. 9. These are Avondale,
Kennedy Heights, Glen Della, Live
Oak and Floral Acres. Another sub-
division—Claiborne Gardens—was
scheduled to be included in the dis-
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trict early in 1968.

Other districts are No. 6 (Terry-
town area) and No. 8 (Marrero
area).

The master plan is also needed to
qualify for federal funds.

East Jefferson has had a master
sewerage plan since the 1963 bond
issue and is eligible for (HUD)
federal funds. All east bank districts
were consolidated at that time,
The January 15, 1963 bond issue
provided $20 million for East Jef-
ferson based on revenues and mill-
age service charges.

West Jefferson realized $10 million
based on millage and federal funds.
All bond issue improvements were
expected to be completed at the end
of 1967 except ror renovation at the
Camp Plauche sewer treatment
plant.

Like East Jefferson, the west bank’s
master plan anticipates the full de-
velopment of this booming area and
will provide a network of sewerage
collection trunk and feeder lines and
treatment plants,

An East Jefferson bond issue is not
considered necessary at this time
since the 3400 acres sewerage—a
$6 million assessment program now
being installed—represents 20 per
cent of the system. (All municipali-
ties have their own sewerage sys-
tems.)

The W. Napoleon treatment plant
is now enlarged and sewerage lift
stations added to serve the 17,000
new families expected in 3400 acres.
Success of the 3400 acres front foot
assessment project under which
more than 50 per cent of the prop-
erty owners petitioned for subsur-
face drainage, paving, water and
sewerage is a tremendous boom not
only to East Jefferson but to the en-
tire parish.

In 1965, state health authorities
placed a temporary home construc-
tion ban on a 4000 acre East Jef-
ferson fract which did not have
permanent parish sewerage.

Ban Threatens Growth

The ban, which discontinued is-
suance of permits for home con-
struction where septic tanks with
sand filters were used, threatened
the orderly execution of Jefferson’s
master sewerage plan.

Moving quickly, parish leaders met
with state health officials and as-
sured them that a 3400 acres “crash
program’ was about to begin which
would bring parish sewerage to the
area on a front foot assessment basis
along with other utility improve-
ments.

Based on this assurance, the state
removed the ban and the parish be-
gan issuing building permits again
with interim ues of- septic tanks
limited to streets with more than 50
per cent of the dwellings using them
already and on streets where the
parish had successful petitions for
sewerage.

By late 1967, sewerage was almost
complete in the 3400 acre area as
promised in the parish-state agree-
ment.

Full development of the area is ex-
pected as soon as other utility im-
improvements are completed. B
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3400 Acres

Huge Development Provides Homes For 60,000

In 1968, the first of over 60,000
people will begin moving into the
3400 acre tract—a huge area in the
heart of East Jefferson which, under
previous administrations, remained
unimproved, unsewered and in-
accessible.

Recognizing the critical need for
new homesites, in fast growing
East Jefferson, parish leaders in
1965 moved to create 17,000 new
homesites in the area. All will be
ready to build on by June 1, 1969.
A $16.7 million petition program to
provide basic utility services on a
front foot assessment basis was
explained to property owners in a
series of public meetings.

Quick Approval Obtained

By the spring of 1966, the necessary
51 per cent approval of property
owners was obtained and six months
later the first contracts were signed
forsewerage, water, subsurfacedrain-
age and paving with roll-over curbs.
The contract signing came less than
one year after the first public
meeting of property owners.
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The 3400 acre tract is bounded by
Lake Pontchartrain, the Bonnabel
Canal, W. Napoleon, Causeway
blvd., W. Metairie and Suburban
Villa Subdivision.

Much of the raw land in this last
large unsewered east bank area
was sold on a time payment plan to
individuals from “paper subdivi-
sions” back in the police jury days
before the parish council existed.
No provision was made for utility
improvements. Many of the lots
were accessible only by helicopter.
Owners Seek Help
Individual and small groups of
property owners had been petition-
ing for public utility improvements
on a piece-meal basis for many
years.
This street-by-street method, how-
ever, was not only expensive to the
property owners but did not al-
ways fit into the parish’s orderly
plan for development.
Parish leaders had another critically
important reason for initiating the
massive improvements program.

In 1965, state health authorities
slapped a temporary ban on the
use of septic tanks in new home
construction in 5000 acres of East
Jefferson, including 3400 acres, which
did not have permanent parish
sewerage (FHA and GI loans are
impossible to obtain without ap-
proved sewerage facilities).

The ban, which threatened to bring
all residential construction to a
halt was lifted based on assurance
from parish leaders that sanitary
sewerage would be installed within
two years after a majority of
property owners petitioned for util-
ity improvements.

This is now being accomplished
under contracts totaling $7.9 million
for 75 miles of new sewer lines and
enlarging of the W. Napoleon sew-
erage treatment plant to properly
serve the area.

Other contracts will provide 50
miles of water lines at $1.7 million
and $7.1 million for 40 miles of
paved streets with subsurface drain-
age and rollover curbs.

All utility improvements are sched-
uled for completion by spring 1969.
The sewerage collection system will
be ready early next year, lift
stations late in 1968 and expansion
of the W. Napoleon plant completed
to meet federal and state approval.

Site of New Hospital
Construction of the new East Jeff-
erson General Hospital, less than
a mile from the lake in the north-
west corner of 3400 acres, will
begin next yéar and be completed
within two years.

Adjacent subdivisions are the 280-
acre Pontchartrain Shores where
completion of utility improvements
last year paved the way for 1650
new homes and Bridgedale, where
work begins next year.

Bridgedale, the oldest (1924) un-
improved subdivision in Hast Jeff-
erson, will provide 1800 homesites
in an area bounded by N. Wood-
lawn, W. Napoleon, Kent and W.
Metairie. Two major north-south
streets, Transcontinental and Clear-
view are being widened and paved
in the area.

Pontchartrain Shores, 3400 acres
and Bridgedale are providing 20,000
new homesites for East Jefferson.
All three are proof of what can be
accomplished by mutual coopera-
tion between citizens and govern-
ment. @
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A Message from

Lawrence A.
Chehardy

Equalization, or 100 per cent as-
sessment, if forced on the citizens
of Louisiana, can mean only one
thing—the virtual destruction of
the American tradition of private
ownership of property!

Even our great Governor, the Hon-
orable John J. McKeithen, asserted
this when he ordered a statewide
assessment study group disbanded.

Under equalization taxes will soar,
the small homeowner and small
businessman will be bankrupted.
Persons on fixed incomes, retirees,
pensioners, those who have worked
for years for the security of owning
their own homes will see these very
homes placed under a ruinous finan-
cial tax burden,
Those who rent will not escape—
rents will skyrocket. The landlord
will add the increase to your rent.
Figures Don't Lie
The figures speak for themselves.
Under equalization, or 100 per cent
assessment you can be taxed up to
$800 a year on a $10,000 home; up
to $1,800 a year on a $20,000 resi-
dence, and up, and up!
Just think for a moment what a tax
bill of $800 a year would mean to
a man on a pension of $300 a
month.
It would be ruinous!

The equalizers are the giant indus-
trial firms, the vested interests, the
so-called tax reformers who preach
this “big lie” for their own selfish
ends.
The equalizers are those who will
reap a million dollar harvest for
themselves if they can force your
taxes up, and drop their own!
Here's Plan
Remember, equalization means
money out of your pocket and into
theirs.
Here’s how they plan to go about it.
If they can force all property to go
on the books at 100 per cent of ac-
tual cash value the chaos and public
outcry that follows will force a drop
in the millage rates.
If the millage rates are forced down
just a fraction it won't do you, the
$10,000, $20,000 or $30,000 home
owner any good, the damage has al-
ready been done to you.
But just think what it would mean
if you owned a million dollar a year
industry, or a sprawling billion dol-
lar a year chemical or oil refinery

complex. Just a slight drop in the
existing millage means a fortune
saved!
Think, and you will see what their
selfish scheme is.
Think, and you will know why
“equalization™ is a sweet sounding
name for something that is, in real-
ity, ruinous for the average citizen.
Think, and you will know who the
equalizers are!
Threat Is Strong

The threat of equalization, or 100
per cent assessment faces us more
strongly today than ever before.
Equalization advocates are pushing
their evil scheme though mislead-
ing news stories, headlines and edi-
torials.
Even the Homestead Exemptions,
which you earn, are under attack.
The equalizers want to do away with
these exemptions and are critical of
assessments, which have been low-
ered below the $2,000 level.
The assessments were lowered for a
good reason—to protect the home-
owners.
Suppose the equalizers are -success-
ful. All existing assessments in Lou-
isiana could be frozen and the
Homestead Exemption abolished.
Where does that leave you?
Homestead Exemption Danger
Remember, you earn your Home-
stead exemption through payment
of state income taxes, utility taxes
and alcoholic beverage taxes. To
protect you in the event of loss of
the Homestead, it is necessary to
assess you at the fair rate even if
this is below 2,000.
That is where the Homestead Ex-
emption monies come from—from
your pocket!
Contact your elected officials. Tell
them you want them to take a public
stand against equalization.
Let them know you will remember
who opposed this threat, and who
didn't when you go to the voting
booth.
Let them know how the people feel
about the 100 per cent assessment
law. They will thank you for it.

Law Must Be Amended
Remember the only sure protection
against 100% assessment is re-
moval of this requirement from the
law books of Louisiana—once the
requirement for 100% assessment
is removed, even the Courts cannot
order us to do what is not on the
books.
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Drainage

Vast Storm, Flood Protection Improvements Started

R

The most extensive hurricane and
flood protection drainage improve-
ment project in Jefferson’s history is
now underway.

April 29, 1967, bond issue funds
totalling $9.7 million—the most
ever spent for pumping stations and
drainage canals—were overwhelm-
ingly approved by voters for the
improvements.

Based on 10 per cent of assessment,
East Jefferson is getting $6,050,000
to implement its master drainage
plan. West Jefferson’s $3,656,000
provides a long needed master plan
for Wards 4, 5 and 6 where no
drainage bond issue funds had been
voted since 1959.

Drainage Problems Unique

Drainage problems in Jefferson,
completely surrounded by water and
six feet below sea level, are similar
to low-lying Holland.

East Jefferson is a 32,000 acre
saucer with a high rim.

Like Holland, it must hold back the
lake with levees—the high rim of
the saucer—and it must pump out

E

the heavy rainwater which annually
falls in to the saucer.

The tendency of the land within the
saucer has been to settle gradually
over the years, increasing the num-
ber of low areas where water col-
lects.

Each year an average of 60 inches
of rain falls into this saucer. This
is about five feet of water or about
50 billion gallons that has to be
pumped over the rim of the saucer.

As long as Jefferson Parish was
mostly pasture and marsh, as it was
just 20 years ago, the water would
soak into the pasture land and run-
off into the marsh, and the high land
on which houses were built remained
dry.

But the pasture and marsh are gone.
Every time a highway, street or side-
walk is paved, and every time a roof
is raised the quantity of trainwater
runoff is increased.

Progress Brought Problems

So it is the very progress and build-
ing of improvements that accounts
for East Jefferson’s problems of

carrying and lifting rainwater into
the lake from lands that continues
to shrink to even lower levels.

East Jefferson has a well-organ-
ized system of 60 miles of major
canals. Five of them rurrsouth-to-
north, follownig the natural slope
of the land from the river to the
lake. Each of these canals terminates
at a pumping station. East-West
canals equalize the flow between the
pumping stations.

Minor canals and ditches pickup
rainwater from streets and neighbor-
hoods and channel it into the canal
system. The water is then “lifted”
over the storm barriers by pumping
stations located at the heads of the
main canals.

Work starts soon to raise the heights
of these storm barriers to 14 feet.
Conversely, this creates more drain-
age problems. The higher the levees
are built, the more difficult it be-
comes to pump rainwater out of the
saucer.

New Stations Planned

The four antiquated stations along
the lakefront, built between 1920
and 1924, must be replaced. They
can no longer handle heavy rainfall.
Newer, more efficient stations must
be built to match the height of the
new levees. Present suction water
levels are several feet lower today
than the level that satisfied require-
ments in 1922.

Some of the pumping equipment
is so obsolete that many replace-
ment parts must be made by hand.
Enlargement and wupgrading of
Pumping Station No. 3 at the north
end of Elmwood Canal, has begun.
Construction will start soon on the
new pumping station on the Jeffer-
son side of the parish boundary line
(17th St. Canal) adjacent to New
Orleans’ pumping station No. 6, the
largest of its kind. This will improve
the capacity of the combined pumps
and speed drainage by lowering the
depth of the Hoey Canal.

Doubles Pumping Capacity

Capacity of pumping station No. 1
at Bonnabel Canal will be double to
handle flow from the Veterans and
Bonnabel Canals, which serve a
densely populated residential area.

The 47-year-old pumping station
No. 2 over Suburban Canal, will be
replaced by a new plant with two-
and-a-half times greater capacity.
Station No. 4 was improved under
a previous bond issue.

Under the Hoey Canal project, cov-
ering of Hoey, Geisenheimer and
Veterans Highway Canals is almost
complete.
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New and larger culverts and catch
basins were installed along Metairie
Road, Codifer Blvd. and Rosa St.
Dublin Avenue was opened to Lake
Ave., bringing drainage for the first
time to this area.

At least 22 ditches and canals all
over East Jefferson are being im-
proved in the most critical areas
with bond issue funds. Earthen
ditches are being replaced by large
drainage pipes and covered. Canals
which must remain open will be
strengthened to prevent collapsing
of their banks.

West Growth Exceeds East
In West Jefferson, population of the
unincorporated area soared to 70,-
000 at year end—exceeding the east
bank’s growth rate for the first time.

To assure the future residential and
industrial development of the west

bank (with twice the available land
area) long overdue drainage and
flood improvements were needed.

West Jefferson voters had approved
over $30 million in bond issue funds
for sewerage and water since 1955
but only $2 million for drainage.

No improvements had been made
during that time to the Harvey and
Westwego pumping stations which
serve almost half of the drainage
district.

Meanwhile, thousands of new
homes have been built in the area
and the need for better drainage
greatly increased in proportion to
growth. i

But even this growth was threatened
in the 6100 acre area served by the
Bayou Segnette pumping station.
Built in 1960 with limited funds, it
did not meet minimum FHA re-
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quirements for drainage. Bond Issue
Funds will correct this situation by
providing six new diesel pumps.

A new Harvey canal pumping sta-
tion will be built and the present
antiquated station demolished. Larg-
er, more dependable pumps will dou-
ble the station’s capacity and assure
24 hour protection.

Larger diesel units will increase
pumping capacity at the Westwego
station.

A new Crown Point pumping sta-
tion will be built as a vital part of
the Harvey Canal-Bayou Barataria
hurricane protection levee, which
will be extended 10 miles.

The North Cataoutache Levee will
be completed near Westwego and
the Mayronne Canal strengthened
where dangerous leaking developed
during hurricanes Hilda and Betsy.m
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And see how much
we’'ve grown.
Together.
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Take the last 10 years, for instance. In '57
there were about 50,000 telephones in
Jefferson Parish. Now there are over 140,000.
The number of Southern Bell employees,

and our payroll have also risen

dramatically in the last decade.

Isn't it amazing what we've done. .. together?

Southern Bell




Water

Master Planning Assures Ample Supply for Growth

and Development of Parish

Jefferson’s water system is it’s life-
line.

It is a vital community “industry”
and yet few people know how fresh,
pure water is obtained, purified,
transmitted and distributed in an
unfailing supply to the user.

And few people care—until a seri-
ous water shortage threatens that
supply.

Faced with an acute shortage be-
cause of the sudden tremendous
growth of the parish, Jefferson’s
leaders acted to solve the crisis in
1965 and again in 1967.

The source of water (the Mississippi
River) was adequate, but the sys-

T

tem for purifying it and distributing
it was not.

Dwindling supplies and inadequate
pressures were a growing inconven-
ience to homeowners, a deterrent
to industry and an invitation to fires.
To solve the crisis, separate master
fire protection and water distribu-
tion plans were developed for east
and west banks which anticipate the
needs of the parish for the next 30
years.

Voters Okay Bond Issues

The East Jefferson plan, a $19 mil-
lion revenue bond issue, passed 19
to 1 on August 17, 1965.

The $18.2 West Jefferson revenue
bond issue, on March 11, 1967, was

also overwhelmingly approved.
By late 1967 almost $13 million of
the work in East Jefferson was un-
der contract and the first West Jef-
ferson contract had been awarded.
The $37.2 million in bond issue
funds will mean:
® An increase in plant purification
capacity from 36 to 70 million gal-
lons a day by late 1968 in East Jef-
ferson with a second plant and from
10 to 50 million in West Jefferson
with plant expansion.
® Emergency storage will be 18 mil-
lion gallons (east) and 8 million
(west).
® Combined capacity and storage
triples the present parish water sup-
ply.
® New, larger main water lines (up
to 5% feet in diameter) will ex-
tend 75 miles on the east bank, 40
miles on the west bank.
® Both sides of the river will have
a $75,000 electronic “monitor” de-
tection system to maintain safe
water pressure and quickly locate
breaks in lines.

Emergency Plant Opens

A new $551,000 auxiliary diesel-
powered generating station with pro-
tected underground wiring was
scheduled to open in December
1967 at the rear of the East Jeffer-
son water plant.

Marrero, which already has stand-
by power generators, will get emer-
gency diesel power in their plant ex-
pansion.

The combination of all auxiliary
systems, will keep parish plants
operating at full capacity during
hurricanes or other emergencies for
15 days at maximum demand, up to
30 days with controlled use.
Under the West Jefferson revenue
bond issue, five existing water dis-
tricts were consolidated equalizing
millage and water rates and extend-
ing homestead exemption benefits
for the first time to all homeowners.

Lower Rates Assured
A majority of the water customers
will receive lower water rates under
the consolidation.
Approval of the two bond issues is
another victory for progress in Jef-
ferson.
For residential users, it assures a
dependable, uninterrupted flow of
pure, fresh water.
For commercial users—hospitals,
industries and businesses—it means
a continuous 24 hour supply of
water in abundant quantities. Water
service to these customers often ex-
ceeds the needs of thousands of
homes.
Thanks to the foresight of Jeffer-
son’s leaders, the supply will be
there for many years to come .m
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HORIZONS
IN DEPTH

From the bottomless

depths of his imagination
man is constantly probing
new and expanding hori-
zons for sources of energy
to power and grease the
wheels of his creations.

The search has led from
high lands to low lands . ..
from deserts to marshes . ..
and now to greater and y
greater depths of the seas.

Chevron Qil Company
takes pride in its role as a
leader in expanding these
horizons in depth.

CHEVRON OIL COMPANY

THE CALIFORNIA COMPANY DIVISION
1111 Tulane Avenue New Orleans, La. 70112




Medical Facilities

Development of Hospital Vital Step Forward in Jefferson's Progress

One of the most serious problems
hampering Jefferson’s orderly growth
and development for years has been the
complete lack of community hospital
facilities for two-thirds of its citizens.

The 160-bed West Jefferson General
hospital opened April 25, 1960, and
began paying its own way after one
year. Today it has 250 beds and plans
for 350 more.

But, by 1964, in East Jefferson (where
200,000 people live) the situation had
become critical. The State Board of
Hospitals reported an immediate need
for 1000 beds.

Parish officials acted to meet that need.

Shortly after taking office in 1964, they
named a steering committee to make a
preliminary but thorough study of com-
parable hospital projects.

This information was ready in May,
1965, when the council appointed a
nine-man citizens advisory planning
board. The group was asked to recom-
mend a financing plan, site, architect
and hospital consultant.

With its critical shortage of hospital
beds, Jefferson was first in line for a
40 per cent Hill Burton grant but only
if the other 60 per cent was raised
locally.
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Plan 1000 Bed Hospital

The planning board recommended a $4
million millage bond issue which was
approved on November 6, 1965 as the
parish’s share of a $6.1 million 250-
bed hospital, the initial phase of an
ultimate 1000-bed medical complex.

The big job of clearing and filling was
begun in 1966 and test piles driven on
a 20-acre site in a 50-acre tract bound-
ed by West Esplanade, Suburban Canal,
Hudson and Kawanee streets, The other
30 acres are zoned for medical support
facilities, such as clinics, doctors’ of-
fices and nursing homes.

The first $1 million in bonds was sold
and $1.9 million in Hill Burton funds
received this year as preliminary work
drawings were completed.

Initial construction for the East Jef-
ferson hospital embodies built-in plan-
ning so that the second 500 bed phase
and final 250 beds can be added with-
out impeding operation of the hospital.

First phase plans call for a central ad-
ministration building with obstetric and
surgical facilities, a [0-story service
tower with an automated central dis-
tribution system and an 8-story patient
care tower.

Additional construction funds to com-
plete the ultimate 1000 bed complex
is expected to come from hospital rev-
enues after 3 years of operation.

The hospital site, on which con-
struction begins early in 1968,
was one of a number of sites of-
fered to the East Jefferson Hos-
pital Board at prices ranging
from $16,000 to $44,000 an acre.
The site chosen, after careful con-
sideration, cost $16,000 per acre
—less than 40 cents a square
foot. Comparable property in the
same area has since brought
$1.50 to $2.00 a square foot.

An additional savings of $70,000
was realized because utility im-
provements were included in the
selling price.

However, price was not the only
factor.

The site selected was in the best
geographic location . , . the exact
population center of the east
bank. It is between Veterans
Hwy. and West Esplariade, and
near Clearview, a major link be-
tween the lake and the river.

Its easy access to all major roads
could mean the difference be-
tween life and death for a serious-
ly ill person or accident victim.
The site was the easiest parcel of
land to rezone since there was no
adjacent residential development.
All available sites required sand
fill. Like most land on the east
bank, the hospital site was four-
and-a-half feet below sea level
and had to be filled to grade for
hurricane and flood protection.
The hospital, when completed,
will serve as the east bank’s dis-
aster center.

The cost of fill is, of course, a
normal construction expense.
Architects and engineers praised
the hospital board’s decision to
fill the property well in advance
of construction.
The experts agreed that a more
stable soil condition was created
which will result in savings when
construction gets underway.
The parish was fortunate to ob-
tain a bid for the type of sand re-
quired at only $1.13 a yard deliv-
ered. Cost of the same sand today
is 20 per cent greater,
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West Bank Hospital Expands

Meanwhile, the two-year expansion
program of West Jefferson General
Hospital in Marrero added a new 100-
bed wing in July, increasing its ca-
pacity to 250 patients and easing a
long waiting list.

Completion of a “roughed-in” fourth
floor will add 50 beds and the founda-
tion is sufficient for 6 more floors of
50 beds each.

The expanded first floor includes a
computer center, new kitchen, cafe-
teria, physical therapy unit and nursing
education classroom. Laboratory and
X-ray facilities have been doubled and
the emergency room area tripled.

New patient conveniences include tele-
phones with dials on the headsets, bed-
side TV and radio control, push-button
electrically controlled beds and hand-
rails on hallway walls.

Financing for the new $2,529,000 wing
came from a 1964 bond issue, federal
funds and hospital revenues.

An ultramodern $1.5 million radiation
therapy, nuclear research and bio-
physics addition to the world famed
Ochsner Foundation Hospital and
Clinic was opened on August 15.

‘Space Age’ Medical Facility

Named the Penick Memorial Pavilion,
the two-story structure contains a new
emergency room now eight times larger
with X-ray facilities, a surgical section,
four trauma rooms, examination, ob-
servation and treatment rooms.

Modern cobalt installations, featuring
closed circuit television monitoring,
are included in the radiation therapy
division which can handle up to 80
patients a day.

The building houses the latest “space
age” electronic scanners to locate radio-
active materials in the patient and new
enlarged quarters for the renal lab-
oratories and dialysis (artificial kidney)
section.

The new medical facility is named in
honor of the late Dr. Rawley M. Pen-
ick, Jr., charter member of the Ochs-
ner staff and internationally known sur-
geon, who made many contributions
in the field of cancer diagnosis and
treatment,

Keeping in step with progress was the
20-year-old Metairie Hospital which in-
creased capacity to 130 beds to rank
22nd in size among the state’s 104 pri-
vate hospitals.

In June, the largest extended medical
care facility for convalescent patients
in the mid-South opened next to the
Ochsner Foundation Hospital on Jef-
ferson highway.
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Known as Jefferson House, the $1.3
million three-story structure accommo-
dates 146 patients and is equipped for
hydrotherapy, physiotherapy, thermo-
therapy and occupational therapy.

Construction began in September on a
$3.5 million medical complex in Mar-
rero on Barataria blvd. near Ames con-
sisting of a 130-bed Doctors’ Hospital
of Jefferson and the Morrison Conva-
lescent and Nursing Home.

Future plans call for expansion to 260
beds for the hospital which is owned

primarily by physicians in the metro-
politan New Orleans area.

A medical-support facility is going up
on the West Bank Expressway in Gret-
na. The $432,000 Professional Plaza
West is owned by three doctors and in-
cludes office suites, radiological and
clinical laboratories and a pharmacy.

Add the value of the recently opened
Manhattan Manor and Heritage Manor
nursing homes in Harvey and Marrero
and you get a total investment of over
$15 million since 1964 for medical fa-
cilities in Jefferson parish.m

PARISH HEALTH UNIT

Bringing health protection services to citizens of Jefferson

The Jefferson Parish Health Unit, with
an annual budget of $800,000, offers
more health protection services than
any other unit in the state.

It is the only parish health unit with a
medical disaster preparedness program
and the first to offer free medical check-
ups to athletes in the public school
system.

A mobile dental and X-ray clinic was
acquired for use in the disaster plan
which is coordinated by the Jefferson
Parish Medical Society. It will also be
used to bring health services to remote
areas.

In April, the unit launched a massive
“war on rats” to combat a growing
health menace. An estimated 200,000
rats were destroyed by mid-summer
after 26,000 pounds of bait were placed
in rodent infested areas throughout the
parish.

Jefferson’s permanent rat-eradication
program, the largest ever attempted in
the state, was aimed at the Norway rat,
the most common species in Jefferson,
which attacks without provocation and
can be the carrier of typhus, bubonic
plague and other diseases.

Operating budget comes from a parish
council emergency ordinance spon-
sored by Councilman Anton “Andy”
Pilney, which authorized $15,000 an-
nually for the program, $10,000 from
the Health Unit, $5,000 from private
agencies with municipalities furnish-
ing labor and equipment.

Parish Health Officer Dr. Isadore M.
Yager serves on a permanent rodent
control committee with Councilman
Pilney, Mosquito Control Director
Glenn Stokes and A. B. Ritter of the
State Board of Health.

About 1300 families were interviewed
in a health survey aimed at reducing
environmental and communicable dis-
eases in Jefferson. State and federal
agencies cooperated in the survey.

Prevent Measles Epidemic

When a case of seven day or “red”
measles was reported at a Gretna ele-
mentary school in March, health unit
nurses moved in quickly to prevent an
epidemic.

With the use of a painless “jet-injector”
gun, 200 children were vaccinated in
20 minutes and received life-time pro-
tection from the disease.

The same immunization was offered to
15,000 children from 1 to 12 years of
age in a parishwide campaign against
the disease. Inoculation centers were
set up beginning August 22 at four
schools a day, including elementary,
pre-kindergarten and nursery schools.

Mental health clinics in Harvey, opened
in 1962 and in Metairie (1965) offer a
wide range of services aimed at com-
bating mental illness in Jefferson Par-
ish among all age groups. The Metairie
clinic in the East Jefferson Community
Health Center was started as the result
of a $145,000 agreement with the State
Department of Hospitals, under which
it operates, and the parish council which
pays 50 per cent of the cost.

Services include psychological and
psychiatric evaluation, psychotherapy,
marriage counselling, parental counsel-
ling in children’s problems and alco-
holic services.

The number of cases of venereal dis-
ease this year was only 3 per 100,000
compared to 25.6 in 1962. The national
average is eight times higher than Jef-
ferson’s.



Transportation

Push Exp'ressways, Bridges, Major Streets Plan.

Over 125 million people in this
country are crowded into 200 large
metropolitan areas.

In these areas, transportation—the
daily movement of people to jobs,
schools, stores, churches and places
of recredtion—is one of the major
problems facing local governments.

In Jefferson, the problem is critical.

With a sudden, tremendous upsurge
in population, Jefferson was trans-
formed almost overnight from a
suburban residential area to a boom-
ing urban community of over 300,-
000 people.

The demand for better public tran-
sit facilities is being met with rapid
transit studies and improved bus
service.

But the greatest need was to imple-
ment Jefferson’s master street plan,
to complete major east-west and
north-south thoroughfares so that
traffic congestion could be relieved.

Work has started on two major ex-
pressways—Lapalco and Earhart
Blvd.—with funds from the Novem-
ber 7, 1965 bond issue election.

A suit contesting the $21.4 million
approved for the projects was denied
and then unsuccessfully appealed
causing an 11 month delay.

The two court decisions removed
the last legal obstacles and allowed
the parish to proceed with plans for
first phase construction of Lapalco

Set Lapalco Opening

By late 1968, this section—a two
lane north roadway from Behrman
Hwy. to Peters Rd.—should be
ready.

All but a few parcels of the required
right of way had been acquired by
late 1967 for this first section.

Construction has also been author-
ized for four small bridges and work
has started on road sections where
no right of way problems exist.

Bids for the second section of La-
palco—from Westwego to Barataria
Blvd.—will be received by mid-sum-
mer 1968.

In addition to the legal delay, the
promise of “substantial state and
federal funds” held up work on Ear-
hart Blvd.
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The world’s longest bridge takes
a $72,000,000 step forward

Financing is secured. Contracts are let.
Work is starting on the two-lane addition to
the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway. Traffic will
flow across the improved Causeway in 1969.

It’s taken a lot of people and a lot of
effort to do the job. The Greater New
Orleans Expressway Commission, its staff
and professional counsel have invested

thousands of hours in this project. The
dividends will be greater convenience and
safety for motorists and marine operators,
plus a new stimulus to the progress of our
metropolitan area.

Please do your part to help it all happen.
Exercise patience and restraint during the
construction period. Drive carefully.

GREATER NEW ORLEANS EXPRESSWAY COMMISSION

BOX 9203 -
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Secretary
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COMING TO

GCOILIDERY

S (O RNRIFT]S

ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE LAKE AT MANDEVILLE

$10 MILLION DOLLAR LUXURY
MOTEL AND BOAT MARINA

FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE
CALL WH 7-0689 IN NEW ORLEANS
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Welcome to

Pierre ‘Le ‘Bouchg

An Adventure In Dining To Be Remembered

m Dine in the grand manner in Jefferson’s newest restaurant on
taste-tempting cuisine . . . excellently prepared, graciously served
with your favorite beverage in a delightful and relaxed setting
away from the workaday world. @ Our menu is complete but
limited. Steaks are our specialty. m At Pierre Le Boucher we £ ..
know how to anticipate your wishes and hope to always be included [
in your dining-out plans.

Pierre ‘Le ‘Boucher ‘l{gstaurdnt

3322 North Turnbull, Half Block off Veterans Highway Towards Lake Telephone 834-2655




At Jefferson’s request, federal and
state highway officials reviewed pre-
liminary plans and suggested certain
revisions to make Earhart complete-
ly acceptable as a state and federal
roadway.

With this accomplished, the parish
president, east bank councilman
and the legislative delegation ap-
pealed to Governor John J. Mc-
Keithen for a share of federal pri-
mary road system funds allocated
to Louisiana.

The request was approved by the
governor on October 25, 1967 fol-
lowing comprehensive studies by the
state highway department which
confirmed that Earhart will “tre-
mendously relieve traffic in the en-
tire metropolitan area” particularly
on Airline and Jefferson highways.
The studies also projected a traffic
count for Earhart, when completed,
“almost equal” to that of Federal
Interstate 10.

Drive Test Piles

Meanwhile, test piles have been
driven and plans are being finalized
for a four lane controlled access
highway from Hickory tying into
Earhart, then Claiborne Avenue in
New Orleans. Future plans call for
expansion to six lanes.

Connections at Deckbar, Causeway,
Cleary and Clearview are planned
for this first phase along with four
major rail crossings.

All plans for Earhart were coor-
dinated with Orleans parish. In fact,
all connecting streets between the
two parishes were agreed upon in a
series of inter-parish meetings.

Another prime example of sound
master planning and forward think-
ing by the parish president and
council is the proposed Dixie Free-
way.

Fills By-Pass Need

Early in this administration, parish
officials recognized that a major by-
pass route on the west bank was
needed to connect Jefferson with ad-
joining parishes, similar to Interstate
Highway 10 on the east bank.

Dixie Freeway, a controlled access,
high speed expressway will'be built
to interstate specification at an es-
timated cost of $65 million.

A federal advance planning loan of
$434,000 was approved and Dixie
Freeway was accepted as part of the
primary highway system of the state.

Preliminary engineering plans are
completed. The parish council is
now accelerating its efforts to get

Continued on page 113

Hub of East Jefferson's major streets system is Causeway Blvd.—Interstate
10 cloverleaf. Scheduled for opening this year is extension of I-10 to Veterans
Hwy. completing a 12 mile high speed, limited access expressway connect-
ing Kenner and New Orleans.

Twenty-four mile twin for world's longest bridge will be ready by summer,
1969. Existing Lake Pontchartrain Causeway, Jefferson's gateway to the
north built in 1956, has single traffic lane in each direction.
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- THE ONLY ONE

‘%‘
AMERICAN

A || 4

Now the best is even better!
CERTIFIED LEAD-FREE

AMOCO. *:.:"
® PLUS

AMERICAN FINAL/FILTER *

The savings of NO LEAD!
Amoco Gasoline is the only
100% lead-free gasoline for
your car! Spark plugs and
mufflers last twice as long.

The protfection of
FINAL/FILTER!
Here’s a gasoline benefit you
can actually see. The

American FINAL/FILTER
filters our gasolines just as
they enter your tank.

*Pat. Applied for.

FILL UP TODAY

GHAS. E. SPAHR DISTRIBUTOR

AMERICAN OIL COMPANY

Harvey, Louisiana
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IMPROVED FIRE PROTECTION

Master Planning and an 85 foot Snorkel

Jefferson parish officials took two
big steps this year toward their goal
of reducing fire insurance rates and
increasing fire protection for every
homeowner,

First step was the West Jefferson
Water bond issue which voters ap-
proved in March to complete a 30-
year parishwide Master Water Plan.

With ample water supply at ade-
quate pressures assured, the council
immediately commissioned the serv-
ices of an experienced architect-
planner to develop a Magter Fire
Protection Plan.

Architect M. Wayne Stoffle, who
conceived a similar plan now being
implemented by a neighboring par-
ish, began with an extensive on-site
survey of fire protection needs
throughout the parish, with em-
phasis on the west bank.

Greatest need exists in West Jef-
ferson where 10 volunteer fire com-

panies provide protection for one
third of the unincorporated area’s
rapidly expanding population.

East Jefferson, with only two vol-
unteer fire companies, has seven
parish-operated stations and two
more scheduled to open this year.

Recommend Five Stations

An interim report on survey re-
sults recommended that land be pur-
chased as soon as possible to build
five stations on the west bank. One,
located on a major access road lead-
ing to the West Bank Expressway,
would be centrally located and serve
as the fire alarm and communica-
tions center for West Jefferson.

Another urgent recommendation
was for culverts over three west
bank drainage ditches which now
deny access to fire fighters.

The survey, which will be ready

early next year, began with a search-
ing analysis of residential, industrial
and commercial land use in the par-
ish, particularly those areas consid-
ered most vulnerable to fires.

Potential fire station locations
were plotted on an eight foot wide
parish map and coded according to
greatest need.

Careful consideration was given
to accessibility of streets, water pres-
sures and main distribution lines.

To assure the best possible fire in-
surance rating, stations will be lo-
cated wherever possible so that the
maximum “run” for a fire truck is
two miles. For industrial and high
density apartment areas the recom-
mended “run” will be one mile.

Fire Boat Recommended

Purchase of a highly maneuver-
able fire boat to give industries along
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the Harvey Canal added protection
was suggested. It would have a
pumping capacity of 10,000 gallons
per minute and a speed of 45 miles
per hour.

Harvey area property owners
voted for fire protection millage last
year for a second fire station and
two new 1250 GPM pumpers.

Preliminary survey findings and
recommendations were submitted at
three month intervals to the Amer-
ican Insurance Association in Chi-
cago, the nation's primary rating
bureau, for their advice and guid-
ance.

On the East bank, new stations
are scheduled to open in November
at Causeway Blvd. and 13th and in
the Camp Plauche Industrial area in
December.

The fire Division of the Safety
Department is anxiously awaiting
arrival of their new 85 foot diesel
powered “snorkel”—equivalent to a
ladder nine stories high!

The largest available and another
“first” for Jefferson, the snorkel
pumps 1000 gallons per minute, has
a built-in sprinkler system and a
self-contained air supply to protect
fire fighters. It will be based at the
Causeway Blvd. station.

Financial assistance by the parish
to volunteer fire companies was in-
creased this year. In addition to the
monthly cash and fire hose allow-
ance, the companies now share in
sales tax revenues and insurance
dividends.

only by 1965’s record year.
$33.9 million in 1965.

increase and continue to improve in 1968.

partments.

PERMITS DOLLAR VALUE
NEAR 100 MILLION

Second Highest Construction Year

Estimated value of building permits issued by the Regulatory Division of
the Parish Department of Safety totalled $93.2 million in 1966—topped

The big change was in the “Industrial Buildings" category—a whopping
There were clear indications later this year that 1967 would reflect a slight

These figures include only the unincorporated areas of the parish plus Hara-
han. Jefferson’s other four municipalities have their own regulatory de-

Number of Bidg. Permits, 1966 Estimated Value
2666 OneFamily:virmmunmerinmmanussieaa s s $47,821,193
123 Two Family............. 2,591,580
114 Three & Four Family 4,071,200
39 Fiveor More Family.......oovvviiieiiinninnnnnnnnn. 6,019,220

5 Motel, Tourist Courts & Cabins........ccovvvvvnnn. 198,000

6 Amusement & Recreational Bldgs................. 794,000

6 Churches & Other Religious Bldgs................. 435,000

7 Industrial BYAEs.. . vvmesswswsies aumammssess seiemie 762,000
433 Residential Garages & Carports.............covun. 294,837
8 Service SEHONS c. s v imiim s s s i a i e 252,500

3 Hospitals & Other Institutional Bldgs.............. 228,923

7 Office, Bank & Professional Bldgs................. 259,000

9 Public Works & Utility Bldgs.. .....ccoviiviiiiannn. 2,814,753

28 Schools & Other Educational Bldgs................ 8,580,365
153 Stores & Other Mercantile Bldgs.........covvuen... 11,648,892
357 Structure Other Than Bldgs.. ....coovviiiiininnnnn. 753,676
2614 Addition & Alterations to Residences.............. 3,702,360
262 Addition & Alterations to Other Bldgs.............. 1,981,075
6840 $93,208,574

CENTRAL COMPUTER SYSTEM

A savings of a half million dollars
in operating costs is expected when
Jefferson’s new Central Computer
System has been completely imple-
mented.

Installation over several years
will involve three phases, with the

Speed, Accuracy, Economy

first phase completed in March,
1967.

When sufficiently programmed, it
will completely replace earlier equip-
ment which the parish has out-
grown.

The IBM 360 Computer is now
being programmed to modernize
and consolidate antiquated billing
and accounting systems now used
by several parish departments and
to convert work of the Clerk of
Court’s office now being sent to a
commercial computer service.

The consolidation of four sepa-
rate utility billings will relieve many
employees, who do the billing by
hand and with conventional ma-
chines, for other duties.

Records of the clerk of court,
now being programmed, include ac-

counting of civil docket cost ex-
penditures on cases and mortgage
and conveyance indices.

Annual Savings Cited
Next major job for the program-
mers will probably be the sales and
ad valorem tax collection data of
the sheriff's office. Eventually all
parish payrolls can be handled by
the computer,

Future plans call for detailing in-
formation on real estate properties
so that “instant information” can be
provided on outstanding liens, mort-
gages, zoning classification, sales and
acquisitions.

Cost of the computer which is
operated by the finance department
is $118,000 a year. But Finance
Director Edward P. LaBruyere
points out that “it can do the work
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Career advancement is a policy of Pan-American Life

That’s why we conceived the Pan-American Management Development
Program—an in-depth study course designed to develop the full
potential of each and every man in our field organization

At Pan-American Life, every General Agent is
enrolled—whether he has been in the business one
year, or twenty years. Each man completes regular
study courses and attends seminars at the Home
Office, or regional meetings held throughout the
year. This is a continuing program which emphasizes
the principles of good business management and the
best methods for selecting, training and supervising
agents.

Years of experience have gone into the creation of

the Pan-American Management Development Pro-
gram. Its purpose is the development of our field
management personnel—not only as professional
insurance men, but also as competent business men
and supervisors. The plan is exclusively ours!

What we are achieving is an organization of
thoroughly trained and skilled field management
personnel capable of passing on their knowledge and
experience to the men they select to represent
Pan-American Life.

Many, many years ago Pan-American Life issued a “‘Statement of Company
Policy.” A portion of it reads—‘“We believe that the most important ingredient
in achieving our Company objectives is quality personnel. It will, therefore, be
Company policy to fill all positions with individuals who have not only high
ability but also integrity and willingness to work.”

s First in a series about the capable people at Pan-American Life.

|‘
1yl

A MUTUAL COMPANY

PAN-AMERICAN LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

NEW ORLEANS, U.S. A.



we would have to pay $500,000 a
year for people to do and do it more
efficiently.”

The parish council followed a
procedure recommended by the
state auditor in seeking proposals to
install the system.

Questionnaires were sent to all
manufactures and bids were re-
ceived from four companies who
were willing and able to meet Jef-
ferson’s specifications.

The parish then commissioned a
nationally known computer consult-
ing firm to analyze the complicated
bid proposals and recommend the
one best suited for Jefferson’s pres-
ent and future operation.

They recommended the IBM 360
Central Computer System and the

first machines were moved into
place in mid-February on the ninth
floor of the New Gretna Court-
house,

Initial staff of eight under a com-
puter center supervisor will be grad-
ually expanded as the scope of work
increases. Preference will be given
to current parish employees inter-
ested in career employment who
have the aptitude for the work.

Target areas for future computer
work include supplying the pro-
posed Consolidated Garage Facility
with vehicle cost records, mainte-
nance schedules and inventory.l

YEAR OF BIG MOVE FOR LIBRARY DIVISION

“Nothing makes a man more reverent than a library . . . As
one surveys the mighty array of sages, saints, historians,
scientists, poets and philosophers whose treasures one will

never be able to admire—still less enjoy—the brief tenure of
our existence here dominates mind and spirit."
—Winston Churchill

JEFFERSON PARISH
UARTERS

LIBRARY HEADOQ

Dedication of New Library Headquarters on N. Causeway Blvd. was
held in Oct. 1967.

This was the year of the “big move”
for the Library division of Jeffer-
son's Recreation Department.

Nearing completion of its eighteenth
year of service (since its founding
by the Louisiana State Library on
November 30, 1949), the library
division moved into a spacious new
$428,000 parish headquarters at
4320 N, Causeway Blvd., Metairie
on September 6.

Seven times larger than the former
headquarters in Gretna, the new one
story brick structure was made pos-
sible by a land donation from the
Pontchartrain Levee District, par-
ish funds and a $266,666 grant un-
der Title II of the Library Services
and Construction Act (LSCA).

The climate conditioned and humid-
ity controlled building is 30,000
square feet and houses 52,500
books, administrative and technical

processing offices, a maintenance
shop and individual bookmobile of-
fices.

The move made possible several im-
provements in library service.

A circulation department was cre-
ated to handle patron requests from
branch libraries and bookmobiles,
formerly an additional duty of the
reference department.

On October 9, twice daily shipments
from headquarters to 10 branches
and 4 bookmobiles were begun. The
shipments insure a prompt flow of
books, motion pictures, phonodiscs,
periodicals, and other library mate-
rials in answer to patron requests.
Purchase of 122 additional motion
pictures, as well as microfilm, was
made possible by a $38,000 LSCA
grant. This brought the motion pic-
ture collection to 430, including 31
duplicates of frequently used films.
Kenner Library was relocated from
Airline Highway to Williams Boule-
vard, resulting in an average month-
ly increase in circulation of more
than 1,000,

Architects were appointed for the
Grand Isle Library building for
which the parish council appro-
priated $35,000. An application has
been made for matching funds un-
der LSCA.

Thirteenth Street in Metairie, which
flanks the new headquarters build-
ing, was renamed Melvil Dewey
Drive in honor of the founder of
the American Public library system
as it exists today. The re-naming of
the street, worked out with the par-
ish Planning Department, drew
favorable notice in national trade
publications,

In 1967, circulation of books and
periodicals totaled 891,919, At the
end of the year there were 91,761
registered library patrons—about
one-third of the estimated popula-
tion of the parish. Nationwide reg-
istration is only 15 per cent, prov-
ing that Jefferson Parish citizens are
highly literate. @
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Reagan’s

main office and plant located on

the Hrney Canal

X .

The Reagan Story at Harvey, La.

For more than 20 years Reagan Equipment Com-
pany has been growing with the oil industry in the
states of Louisiana and Mississippi. The expanding
scope and complexity of the offshore oil industry in the
Gulf of Mexico has produced ever-increasing demands
for custom design, engineering, installation and service
of Waukesha gas and diesel engines.

Today, with some 2,000 platforms in the Gulf and a
steadily increasing demand for more equipment and
service, Reagan is performing feats of design, installa-
tion and service that would have been unheard of 20
years ago in the Gulf.

Visit the Harvey Canal plant of Reagan Equipment
Company and see the bustle of men working on giant
Waukesha units mounted on platforms with houses
built around them in complete packages weighing up
to 100 tons. See a giant derrick barge pick up the Rea-
gan power package, and swing it around to a barge
docked on the Harvey Canal where it begins its journey
out to the Gulf of Mexico.

REAGAN

There the giant derrick again hoists the hefty pack-
age and sets it in place on a platform 40 miles out in
the Gulf. Again Reagan is on the scene with a trained
serviceman to provide initial start-up.

Visit also the large parts and services department
where thousands of spare parts vital to the operation
of these offshore units are kept current by data proces-
sing inventory control, and trained servicemen are dis-
patched 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to insure
continuous operation of the Waukesha power units.

Examine Reagan’s complete transportation facili-
ties: a booming, barge-laden industrial canal at one
doorstep, a railway at the other. Seaplanes landing and
taking off in the Harvey Canal; trucks rolling in and
out, minutes away from main west bank arteries.

Study the whole Reagan picture in Harvey like
Sherlock Holmes. Among the many clues:

The toughness of Reagan-built units is equal to the
roughness of the job.

REAGAN EQUIPMENT COMPANY
Harvey, Louisiana - Jackson, Mississippi
Vidalia, Louisiana - Heidelberg, Mississippi




Unparalleled Growth

Continued from page 12

to 23,505 with its six Jef-
ferson high schools taxed
beyond capacity.
Even before this growth, Jef-
ferson had the highest median
family income in the state—well
above the national average.
Adult education level was high—
fifth in the state and above
average nationally.
The welfare case load in Jeffer-
son is well below state average
with only 16 children in every
1,000 under 16 years of age
receiving aid as dependent chil-
dren. Only one of three persons
over 65 years of age receives old
age assistance payments.
Parish Needs Anticipated
Preparing for this growth is, of
course, the duty and responsi-
bility of parish government.
As noted earlier, it has antici-
pated, through sound master
planning the needs of the parish
for the next 30 years for water,
drainage and flood protection,
sewerage and garbage disposal,
recreational and health facili-
ties and similar services.

The same master planning ap-
proach was begun in 1965 to
meet two additional vital needs
—parishwide public recreation-
al facilities and more residenti-
al land for the east bank.

While West Jefferson has abun-
dant land for residential and
recreational development, the
only homesites remaining in un-
incorporated East Jefferson (ex-
cept for a few scattered lots) are
in the 3400 Acre Projéct and
Bridgedale.

These last large parcels of land
are now being developéd under
property owner petition «pro-
grams.

The parish government, realiz-
ing that the saturation point in
east bank residential construc-
tion is fast approaching, has
launched a huge project to re-
claim land from Lake Pontchar-
train.

The proposed East Jefferson
Lakefront Reclamation project
which has been called the "'most
progressive step in the creation
of land since the New Orleans
Lakefront development in
1929,"” will create 5000 acres
of choice land and house 50,000
people when completed. Push-
ing one mile into Lake Pontchar-
train, it will extend along a 6.25
mile strip from New Orleans to
Kenner.

$185 Million Project

The total project will cost $185
million and take 15 years to
complete. Studies indicate the
entire project will pay for itself
with no increase in taxes.
Next year, voters will be asked
to approve a $30 million bond
issue to finance the first phase,
an area one mile out into the
lake and three miles wide,
stretching from the Orleans Par-
ish line to just past the Cause-
way.

The project will then become
self-liquidating in the second
phase with profit realized used
for public improvements on the
entire East Bank.

Jefferson's water system is its
lifeline. Faced with an acute
shortage, caused by dwindling
supplies and inadequate pres-
sures, parish officials developed
a Master Fire Protection and
Water Distribution Plan to meet
the increasing demand for more
volume and pressure.

Work is now underway to in-
crease total capacity of all plants
to 120 million gallons per day
with 26 million gallons emer-
gency storage and to add 115
miles of water lines.

Drainage Needs Met
Critical drainage and flood pro-
tection needs throughout Jeffer-
son are being met with $9.7 mil-
lion from the April 29, 1967
bond issue to bolster Jefferson
against storm driven flood wa-
ters.

Two antiquated pumping sta-
tions, one on each side of the

river, are beyond repairand can-
not handle even heavy rainfall.
They will be replaced.

Three stations will be improved
and an additional station built
on the west bank.

Worn out pump engines—
some of which failed during
Hurricane Betsy—will be re-
placed with larger, more
dependable diesel units ca-
pable of non-stop operation
and able to move water
more quickly out of resi-
dential areas.
The vital network of canals and
ditches which carry drainage
water to the stations will be
widened, deepened, strength-
ened and culverted to relieve
neighborhood flooding.

Approval of the bond issue also
means that West Jefferson final-
ly has master drainage plan
making its districts eligible for
federal funds and completing
parishwide master plans (East
Jefferson has had a master plan
since 1959).
Set New Sewer Plan

A long needed west bank master
sewerage plan will be proposed
in a 1968 bond issue to com-
plete parishwide master plan-
ning and extend homegstead ex-
emption benefits to the unin-
corporated west bank.

Pave Shelled Streets

Jefferson will soon be the only
parish in Louisiana with virtual-
ly all shelled streets in the un-
incorporated areas asphalt sur-
faced and its roadside ditches
alongsideculvertedandcovered.

This will eliminate two health
menaces: open ditch mosquito
breeding places and the dust
and grime stirred up by traffic
on loose shelled streets, a major
contributor to air pollution.
Meanwhile, work is progres-
sing on two major boule-
vards—Lapalco on the west
bank and Earhart on the
east bank—to relieve traffic

Continued on page 118
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Lafitte Oil Distributing Co.

Leon C. Levy, Owner
DISTRIBUTOR
HUMBLE OIL & REFINING CO. PRODUCTS

24 HOUR BARGE DELIVERY SERVICE

Phone 689-3550—689-2101
Lafitte, Louvisiana

West Side Oil Company

DISTRIBUTOR
HUMBLE OIL & REFINING CO. PRODUCTS

SERVING THE WEST BANK

347-4643 527 Destrehan Ave. Harvey, La. 70058

Hecker Oil Company

DISTRIBUTOR
HUMBLE OIL & REFINING CO. PRODUCTS
SERVING THE EAST BANK OF JEFFERSON PARISH
1608 SHREWSBURY ROAD, 834-5480, METAIRIE, LA.

60




Recreation

Park, Playgrounds, Tourist Lures, Goal of Parishwide Plan.

Public recreation in Jefferson Parish
has grown in fifteen years from a
few vacant lots to eleven organized
and supervised community centers
on the east bank, each with its
own gymnasium.

Construction of the west bank’s first
community center and gym (in
Terrytown) begins early next year.
Funds come from a $500,000 bond
issue approved in June by Terry-
town voters and a $140,429.50
federal grant.

Meanwhile, the parish council has
applied to the State Parkway and
Recreation Board for matching
funds to improve outdoor facilities
at all east bank playgrounds plus
new west bank playgrounds at Belle
Terre and Rose Thorne.

The planned improvements include
seven lighted baseball diamonds,
dozens of tennis courts, picnic areas,
etc.

During 1967, the Jefferson Parish
Recreation Department continued
its organized and supervised pro-
gram for boys and girls in basketball,
softball, track and field, volleyball,
tennis, tumbling and gymnastics,
roller skating and summer day
camps.

Men and boys participated in weight-
lifting, football and basketball. Girls
received instruction in ceramics, bal-
let and tapdancing and cheerleading.
Two ‘day camps’ and one resident
camp for west bank girls were
offered for the first time in the
summer program.

Golden Agers enjoyed round and
square dancing, arts and crafts and
field trips.

Special activities were provided for
retarded children.

Add Youth Programs
Three new youth programs were
added this year . . . the U. S. Cadets
program for boys and girls 15 years
and over and a teen theatre group
for high school students.

Improvements at various play-
groundsincluded: lighting and black-
topping six parking areas, air con-
ditioning of fifteen meeting rooms
and installaticn of seven kiddie

spots at various playgrounds, side-
walks for Airline Park Playground
and $14,500 of fill for dJohn C.
Bright Playground.

But these facilities are only the
beginning of a bright future for
recreation in Jefferson.

Last year, the parish council com-
missioned noted architect-planner
Charles Colbert to prepare a sketch
plan of a comprehensive parishwide
recreational plan, an extensive 200

page study which was completed
this summer.

Would Top Disneyland
Now, parish officials are enthusiasti-
cally considering Colbert’s recom-
mendation that a 350 acre parish
park be developed adjacent to Jean
Lafitte State park to make the two
a “greater tourist attraction than
Six Flags or Disneyland.”

The parish park would have a golf
course, club house and restaurant,
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Jefferson Parish—Born 1825
Now 142 Years 0/d, and Still

A BOOM BABY

with Room to GROW!
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We are happy to have century of cooperation
served Jefferson Parish with its officials,
for 100 years and anti- industries and individuals.
cipate at least another

12 ACRES OF ACTIVITY

Woodward Wight & C%

THE LARGEST GENERAL SUPPLY HOUSE SOUTH SINCE /867
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swamp zoo, kiddy playground, pi-
rogue trails plus boat launching,
picnicking and hiking areas.

State funds have already been ap-
proved for the 2500 acre Jean Lafitte
State Park near Crown Point.

When the Lafitte-Larose toll road,
Lapalco Blvd., Dixie Freeway and
the river bridges in Algiers and
Marrero are completed, both parks
will be within easy reach of the
entire New Orleans metropolitan
area.

Colbert also recommended a second
major park on Lake Cataouatche
near Avondale. He envisions an
830-acre park containing camp
ground, group camps, golf and boat-
ing areas, sports fields, theaters and
a stadium.

The study praised the East Jefferson
lakefront reclamation project which
provides 470 acres in the first phase
alone for recreation and cultural use.
This includes a 250-acre park, public
beaches, an 18-hole golf course,
cultural center, library, auditorium
and theater.

Colbert says Jefferson’s relationship
of land and water areas for recrea-
tional purposes is probably superior
to any in Louisiana and perhaps in
the world.

Profit Potential ‘Enormous’
He emphasizes that the development
of tourist-recreational facilities is
basic to Jefferson’s growth. Develop-
ment of Jean Lafitte State Park, he
adds, is a “transient opportunity of
great magnitude and enormous eco-
nomic potential.”

The proposed state park would
extend from Bayou des Familles east
of the Lafitte Hwy. through an ex-
tensive swamy area surrounding
Bayou Cogquille, all the way to
Lake Salvador’s shell beach, which
is now inaccessible except by boat.
This is the legendary trading site of
Jean Lafitte, who marketed his
privateering booty there to New
Orleanians in the early 19th century.

The state park would exploit the
beach and a cluster of shell Indian
mounds, and historic interest would
be enhanced by construction of
replicas of a ‘“‘cajun’ village, “La-
fitte trading camp and slave auction
block,” and a pirate community
historical museum.

Urges Swamp Boardwalks
This park would also include such
attractions as a marina, pirogue
rentals and pirogue trails, rental

We're Happy
With Our Home!

For more than 21 years, Jefferson Parish has been home
base for George Engine Company.

This is a long time, considering we’re only 22 years old.

Our organization was ‘‘born’’ outside the Parish, but it
took only eight months for us to recognize the many ad-
vantages offered by Jefferson, and to convince us that
this was the prime place to be located. Not once have we
had cause to regret this decision. The fact that Jefferson
is Louisiana’s fastest growing parish proves that lots of
other folks feel the same way we do.

George Engine Company, Inc.

Main Planti—604 Destrehan Ave., Harvey, La.—Cable GECOINC

Sales/Parts/Service Branches in Lafayette and Baton Rouge
Complete boat and engine financing Dealers throughout South Louisiana
— ——
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PRODUCING

TEXACO INC.

Chemical Cleaning, Inc.

P. O. Box 10193 o NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70121 e 835-1735

INDUSTRIAL CHEMICAL CLEANING
PUMP SALES, RENTALS AND LEASES
HIGH PRESSURE JET CLEANING
10,000 PSI ROLLER BEARING PUMPS

Engineered Industrial Chemical Services

64

camps, camping sites, swamp board-
walks, picnic areas, putt-putt golf
and a muskrat farm.
“The use of related water-land trans-
portation, air boats, pedestrian
walkways through virgin swamp,
and historical restorations can en-
compass a new original, honest and
electrifying human experience equal
or superior to amusement parks such
as Six Flags and Disneyland,” ac-
cording to Colbert.
“The development of scenic features
such as picturesque Bayou Bara-
taria, the beautiful, but inaccessible
swamp and marsh area near Crown
Point; the attractive beach and
lakefront areas which are now re-
mote to the public on Lake Salvador
and Lake Cataouatche, and water-
bound Grande Terre Island, must
be developed so as to reinforce local
customs, Cajun tradition, historical
incidents and the very unusual re-
lationship of water and land in
southern Louisiana,” the study said.
Parish Needs Parks Now
Colbert pointed out that Jefferson
needs an additional 1,810 acres of
parks and playgrounds to bring it up
to nationally recognized standards
—about 1,000 acres of each 100,000
population.
He suggested that the parish negoti-
ate with the school board for use of
public school playgrounds and a
cooperative program of site acquisi-
tion between the parish and the
school board be undertaken.

These negotiations are now under
way and a survey has been ordered
in line with another recommenda-
tion to determine possible locations
on present parish property which
could be used for a number of small
playgrounds.

Colbert suggested that the munici-
palities of Harahan, Kenner, Gretna,
and Westwego be asked to join in a
proposed parishwide consolidation
for financing purposes.

The study recommended that the
overall parish recreation program be
broadened to include a larger range
of age groups, both sexes and inclu-
sion of cultural activities, nature
studies, handicrafts and other activ-
ities.

It also recommended long-range
capital budgeting and establish-
ment of a reasonable balance be-
tween operating budget and finances
for the reservation of land for
future operations. m
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The new Garden Lane luxury apartments in Greina feature one section for adults
only, the other for families. Included in the beautiful 88 unit complex is a courtyard

and swimming pool.

GRETNA

Only 15 minutes from Downtown
New Orleans, Gretna continues to progress
with an impressive growth record.

By William J. White, Mayor

Gretna, capital city of Jefferson
Parish and the largest city South of
St. Louis on the Mississippi’s West
Bank, is continuing its steady, im-
pressive rate of growth.

Gretna’s population, now almost
27,000, has more than doubled
since 1949,

One of the biggest boosts to our
economy came from the toll-free
Mississippi River Bridge which has
prompted many new homeowners,
subdivision developers and busi-
nesses to locate in our area. Down-
town New Orleans is just 15 minutes
away on the West Bank Expressway
which starts in Gretna.

An indication of Gretna's prog-
ress can easily be seen in its build-
ing construction boom. Commercial
permits jumped 150 per cent in one
year—from $2,275,540 in 1965 to
$5,872,261 in 1966,

The total valuation of residential
permits issued in 1966 was $1,790,-
390, up from $1,583,720 in 1965.
Repairs and additions in 1966 in-
creased from $231,542 to $355,211.

By the first half of 1967, 437
new housing units were under con-
struction and the Professional Plaza
West, a $432,000 medical center is
going up on Newton Street and the
Expressway.

Two other major projects include
the $1.1 million addition to the New
Gretna Courthouse and a $150,000

addition to the Southern Bell Tele-
phone and Telegraph headquarters,
1010 Hancock Street.

The new $350,000 St. Anthony
Catholic Church was completed in
February at Franklin and Burmas-
ter, and won an honor award from
the 16th Annual Gulf States Re-
gional Conference of the American
Institute of Architects. The only
building in the New Orleans area
to receive the honor, it was cited
for its “simple, careful detail” and
the “rich character in the windows
in the altar area.” Cimini, Meric
and Associates of New Orleans were
the architects.

Water Department improvements
include the recent addition of a
500,000 gallon elevated water tank
and a new operations and adminis-
tration building. Plant capacity was
increased from two million gallons
of water per day to over five mil-
lion per day.

A unique feature of the new, ex-
panded waterworks system is a re-
ciprocal valve arrangement with
the Marrero water plant allowing
Gretna to give or take more water
as needed by merely opening a
valve.

Gretna can point with pride to the
fact that almost all of its streets are
now paved and have subsurface
drainage. Gretna Boulevard and 17
other streets were paved in 1966.
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Gretna city officials (seated I. to r.) are Louis Le Boeuf, Jr., Alderman; Beauregard
H. Miller, Sr., Marshal; William J. White, Mayor, Eugene Gehring, Mayor Pro-tem
and Anthony J. Marchese, Alderman. Standing (l. to r.) Gerard Schexnayder, Alder-
man; Lester Harper, Ass't Building Inspector; Alvin Hotard, City Engineer; Charles
A. Huber, Building Inspector; Frank Marchese, Tax Collector; Mrs. Velma Bieber,
Director of Budget; John L. Dulcich, Jr., Aldersan; John Ray, Treasurer; W. L. Bush,
Clerk and Andrew Thalheim, Attorney.

=

The Gretna Courthouse Building has been remodeled recently and is now the beau-
tiful new Gretna City Hall . . . offices for the Mdyor, Chief of Police, Regulatory
Inspection, Director of the Budget, Bookkeeping Department, and general offices for
the collection of water bills, taxes, paving assessments and occupational licenses. On
the second floor is the Courtroom used for Night Court and meetings of the Mayor
and Board of Aldermen.
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Although property owners are as-
sessed for paving and drainage ac-
cording to front footage, the City
shares in this expense particularly
where large subsurface drainage
pipes are involved.

Other municipal services are
equally as impressive. Among cities
of comparable size, our street light-
ing system ranks among the best in
the nation.

The Garbage and Trash collec-
tion service is very efficient, with
regular collections being made
three times a week at no additional
cost to the individual homeowner
or business.

Thanks to our nine full time fire-
men and 300 volunteer fire fighters,
our citizens enjoy exceptional low
fire insurance rates. The nation’s
oldest continuously operated volun-
teer company—the David Crockett
Volunteer Fire Department — is
headquartered here.

The Gould Volunteer Fire Com-
pany also does an excellent job of
providing fire protection.

Gretna has one of the lowest
crime rates in the United States.
Credit for this can rightly be shared
by Police Chief Beauregard Miller,
who served over 40 years as the
City Marshall. The crack depart-
ment includes 19 squad car and
motorcycle officers who maintain
constant vigilance to preserve law
and order,

Juvenile deliquency is not a prob-
lem due in part to the Gretna Rec-
reational and Instructional Depart-
ment program, better known as
GRID.

The program continues to grow
and now has a 40 team bowling
league. In addition, there are 57
boys’ basketball teams, 86 softball
teams, 24 bantam football teams and
27 girls’ volleyball teams.

The city pays for the equipment
and uniforms for each team and
co-sponsors an annual awards ban-
quet with Leson Chevrolet for the
championship teams in each cate-
gory.

Another active youth program is
the Gretna Rangers and Ranger-
ettes. Organized in 1961, this group
now has over 450 boys and girls
participating. The Gretna Golden
Girls, a marching unit of 30 girls,
take part in Mardi Gras parades and
other activities.

Gretna’s 130 acre recreation sys-
tem includes two parks, two swim-
ming pools, wading pools and four
playgrounds. Mel Ott Park is the



