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F you have ever watched your child

at play—secure, happy, unafraid—you have seen the strongest argument in
the world for investing part of every pay in United States Savings Bonds. For
bonds, which can protect her present and insure her future, are savings you
cannot lose. They're Government-insured up to any amount. They pay 3%%
interest when held to maturity. And they make saving for security easier—
because you can buy them automatically through the Payroll Savings Plan
where you work. Or regularly where you bank. Why not start your bond
program today? Make life more secure for someone you love.

The Us S. Government does not pay for this advertising. The Treasury Department thanks, for their patriotic donation,
the Advertising Council and the company sponsoring this ad.




JEFFERSON PARISH
YEARLY REVIEW

1958

Our cover symbolizes the progress of Jefferson Parish since it's
conception in 1825. We will continue to catalogue the parish progress
as it is known to us. We hope that the writings and pictures herein
will give the reader a conception of the tremendous possibilities for
this great and resourseful parish of Jefferson, as we see them.

The 1959 issue of “The Review” is our 25th anniversary number
and we desire to make it the largest, most informative issue yet to
come off the presses. You, our readers, can help by your comment
and suggestions.

Address all correspondence to P. O. Box 485 Main Post Office,
Metairie, Louisiana.
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Once a sparsely-settled area, dotted by
fishing villages on one bank of the tawny

t havens for the big city playboys
> other, ferson Parish of 1958 has
charted a new course and is rapidly becom-

. ing Louisiana’s No. 1 industrial area.

(M

son Parish today is one of the

" most progressive communities and is
certainly without a do the fastest grow-
ing area in the entire d south. Its popu-
n increases daily and enterprising fin-
iers from both the East and West coasts
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Editor’s note: Throughout this issue of the Jefferson
Parish Yearly Review are pictures and articles describing
the many industries, facilities and natural resources that
are at present located in this great Parish of Jefferson.
It is our wish that the mew govermment will successfully
meet the ever-new demands of a progressive people and
accomplish their mission to the fullest, we wish them good

luck.

The

NEW GOVERMENT

of

JEFFERSON PARISH

Less than a year ago the citizens of Jef-
ferson Parish went to the polls and voted
intc being the preseni President-Council
administration, a government designed to
run the affairs of a big community, a fu-
true role that Jefferson is certain to fill.
The citizens made certain that Jefferson
will be prepared to meet its future with a
modern, streamlined government of capa-
ble leaders.

Jefferson is an area of many riches, a
good many provided by nature and others
man-made. Oil rigs dot the waters  of
the Gulf of Mexico and the bays and ter-
rain of Jefferson Parish. Along its shores
are housed a thriving fishing industry pro-
viding the nation’s finest oysters and other
seafoods to diners in many parts of the na-
tion, only hours away by today’s swift fly-
ing airliners.

The waterways of Jefferson form im-
portant links in international commerce as
do five of the seven trunk lines in the Port
of New Orleans, that pass through Jeffer-
son Parish, T. P.; S. P.; I. C.; M. P.; K. C. S.;
also ‘there are three major national high-
ways: 51; 61 and 90. And very impor-
tant also is Moisant International Airport
located in the heart of Jefferson serving

New Orleans and surrounding areas. Moi-
sant .Airport is now undergoing a vast
construction program to prepare it for the
jet age, promising to become one of the
finest airports in the nation.

The demand for fresh water for indus-
trial plants has placed a premium on land
values along the Mississippi River in Jef-
ferson Parish, where a limitless amount of
water is available and where contfinuous
industrial development is a certainty. New
residential developments are started almost
daily as more and more people seek resi-
dence in steadily growing Jefferson.

The nation’s longest over-water span—
the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway originates
in Jefferson Parish and stretches like an
arrow for 24 miles to St. Tammany Parish.
New overpasses and underpasses either
constructed or under construction have been
designed to speed up the flow of traffic to
meet the ever-increasing demand for high-
way space.

Among the new structures along the Jef-
ferson skyline are the new Parish Couri-
house at Gretna, the seat of the Jefferson
Parish government, and its East Bank branch
on Metairie Road. Construction crews are
busy throughout the parish opening new
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streets, paving others, putting down addi-
tional sewerage and drainage, building new
roads and widening existing roadways.
This is growth on a sound foundation, meet-
ing today’s needs and planning for future
requirements. And it might be noted that
the proposed Plaza adjacent to Harvey Ca-
nal tunnel has received the full co-opera-
tion of the Parish President and council in
addition to various clubs and merchants
that are interested in this enterprise, it is at
present on the Levee Board’s agenda for
discussion and Mr. Spencer says it will be-
come a reality, if it is possible through his
and the council’s efforts, in the near future.

Private interests have instituted initial
studies to determine the feasibility of a
new outlet to the sea from Jefferson Par-
ish to the Gulf of Mexico, a shorter route
than the present route via the Mississippi
River and also shorter than the Alexander
Seaway now under construction between
New Orleans and the Gulf of Mexico. Con-
struction of this new Jefferson Parish sea
outlet will provide Louisiana with addition-
al port facilities and will open up thou-
sands of acres of land to industrial devel-
opment.

There is a great need for all these pub-
lic improvements and many more are still
in the planning stages or on the drawing
boards. Fortunately, Parish President
Charles W. Spencer and Councilman A. Rus-
sell Roberts, Fredrick J. R. Heebe, Vernon
Haynes, Beauregard H. Miller, Jr., B. J. Du-
plantis, John G. Fitzgerald and William J.
Dwyer, elected to office less than a year
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ago, are working as a team to create the
kind of government the citizens of Jeffer-
son have chosen, and to put it into opera-
tion as quickly as is humanly possible.

Consolidation in Record Time

Jefferson Parish of today is a community
of nearly 200,000 people and with no indi-
cation that this population growth will stop
anytime in the foreseeable future, particu-
larly in view of the fact that Jefferson has
the most ideal residential tracts to be found
in quantity anywhere in this area of the
state.

Under terms of the new Parish Charter,
President Spencer is the chief adminisira-
tive officer of the parish and the members
of the Council compromise the legislative
and policy-making body. The Charter pro-
vided that the new parish officers consoli-
date all of the independent agencies which
have so long existed in various districts
throughout the parish. It gave them until
September 10 to complete consolidation, an
almost impossible task, yet the consolida-
tion was accomplished in fact three weeks
ahead of the scheduled deadline.

This consolidation is the cornerstone of
the new structure of Jefferson Parish gov-
ernment, designed as it was to more effi-
ciently serve the population and to form
the basis for any comprehensive program
of public improvements now or in the fu-
ture.

The charter provided for the creation
of four departments of parish government
including finance, personnel, planning and




How LP&L takes giant strides
to keep pace with Jefferson Parish growth

Towering 14 stories high, Louisiana Power &
Light Company’s Ninemile Point steam-electric
generating plant represents a landmark in
business foresight. Fast though Jefferson Parish
grows, LP&L has been ready with ample,
dependable, low-cost electric power.

Ninemile Point’s three outdoor units have a

generating capability of 427,460 hp. or 319,000
kilowatts. Every modern engineering marvel,
including industrial television, is employed for
high efficiency—to keep the cost of electricity
low, and all your neighbors who work at LP&L
are trained with one objective in mind—to
provide the best possible service.

Louisiana Power & Light Company

"“Helping Build Louisiana”
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AVONDALE
industrial pace-setter

in one of America’s fastest growing areas

‘ly L

Avondale Main Yard —
marine construction and
repair division.

Avoncraft Division, located in
Avondale Main Yard, manufac-
tures porcelain  enamel steel
products like the Avondale En-
gineering and Research build-
ing shown.



Harvey “Quick Repair” Yard on the
Harvey Canal, with Oil Toal Machine Shop
in background.

One of America’s largest heat treating
furnaces, located in Avondale Main Yard,
stress relieving ond normalizing a large
capacity tank for the petrochemical industry.

The Service Foundry Division uses two top
charge electric arc furnaces in the manu-
facture of high and low carbon steels, high
strength alloy steel and stainless steel.

Avondale is famous for its stainless steel

propellers—detachable or solid blade design.

AVON DALE

M A R I WA A8, |
VERSATILE BUILDER ON THE MISSISSIPPI

P. 0. BOX 1030 & PHONE UNiversily 6-4561 =+ NEW ORLEANS 8. U. S. A,




Parish Pres. Charles W. Spencer

law. Despite the enormous task facing
them in consolidating the parish agencies
involved, the four mandatory departments
of the Council, upon the recommendation
of President Spencer, created five addi-
tional departments of government to meet
present-day requirements. These latter de-
partments include water, sanitation, safety,
recreation and roads and bridges.

And as a further indication of his desire
to obtain the best available talent to fill
newly created top department posts, he
made it clear that only fully qualified men
would be acceptable for the jobs, even if
it was necessary to go outside the parish
to find them. In such cases, the appointees
would be given reasonable time in which
to establish residence in Jefferson Parish.

As of this writing, a finance director has
been named ,a personnel director has been
appointed, the parish attorney is function-
ing, a new parish purchasing agent has
things well in hand and a planning and
zoning advisory board is at work. The first
consolidation was in the new Department
of Recreation, now headed by Harry “Wop”
Glover, a former Tulane University football
great and.one of the finest athletic figures
in the south. Consolidation of the other
independent agencies took longer to accom-
plish because of the complex debt structure
of various districts.

10

A. Russell Roberts,
Councilman-at-Large

Though the new parish officers have held
office for a few short months, and faced
one of the most trying jobs in the world in
the inauguration of an entirely new form of
government and the consolidation of the
numerous heavily bonded independent dis-
trict agencies, a vast amount of work has
been accomplished.

Among some of the accomplishments to
which President Spencer points with pride
is establishment of a close working rela-
tionship with Louisiana’s Congressional
delegation in Washington and a line of
communication with top-level men in vari-
ous federal agencies with which parish
leaders will be working. Since taking of-
fice he and other members of the new par-
ish government have conferred in the na-
tion’s capitol with specific federal agencies
in attempts to obtain funds to carry out a
vast program of sewerage and drainage;
to construct federal housing projects on the
East and West banks of the parish; to fill
in the Pontchartrain lake front area from
Orleans Parish to St. Charles Parish, making
it possible to develop additional residential
sections with proper drainage and parish-
maintained roads.

Parish President Spencer and the Coun-
cil estimate that hundreds of thousands of
dollars will ultimately be saved as a result
of changes in policy affecting parish pur-




Fredrick J. R. Heebe, *  Vernon “lefty’” Haynes, Beauregard H. Miller, Jr.,

West Bank Councilman-at-Large East Bank Councilman-at-Large Councilman for District 1
(Wards 1, 2 and 3)

B. J. Duplantis, John G. "“Jack” Fitzgerald, William J. Dwyer,
Councilman for District 2 Councilman for District 3 Councilman for District 4 |
(Wards 4, 5, 6 and 11) (Wards 7,9) (Wards 8, 10)



chasing, thar duplicated jobs were being
performed by Parish job-holders and the
duplications were being eliminated; that con-
siderable savings have already been ef-
fected in parish shell and gravel purchases
since the council has taken office.

A Complex Task
Challenged by Capable Men

Inauguration of the present President-
Council government in Jefferson Parish
was the climax of eight years of active
effort, frustration and finally victory by
the citizens of the parish. In writing and
adopting the new home-rule charter, the
people made it clear that they would tol-
erate no wasted motion.

The task assigned to the new parish
officers was one of the most complex ever
given to a new slate of public officials.
In the language of the charter, it provided
that “within six months from the date on
which the parish council shall take office,
the powers and functions of the governing
bodies of the special districts whose bound-
aries are wholly within the boundaries of
the parish, shall be assumed and retained
by the council and the parish President,
and the members of the independent gov-
erning bodies shall no longer hold office.”

The Parish’s new President, Charles W.
Spencer, had never, prior to his election,
been identified with political activity. He
is a Tulane University graduate and had for
many years been identified with the Con-

solidated Drug and Chemical Company, a
business founded by his late father. He is
married and has one daughter.

Like Spencer, most of the members of the
new parish government have never held
public office. They are:

A. Russell Roberts, a young attorney who
had been a member of the charter com-
mission which drafted the new govern-
mental vehicle, and who became council-
man-at-large and who by virtue of his elec-
tion as such, is Chairman of the Council,

Frederick J. R. Heebe, also a young at-
torney and also making his first bid for
public office, chosen West Bank Council-
man-at-Large.

Vernon “Lefty” Haynes, a junior High
School Principal and one-time celebrated
Tulane University football star, elected Fast
Bank Councilman-at-Large.

Beauregard H. Miller, Jr., whose family
has been prominently identified with West
Bank parish affairs for many years, named
councilman for District 1, comprising wards
1,2 and 3.

B. J. Duplantis, twice mayor of West-
wego and a businessman, elected council-
man for district 2, wards 4, 5, 6 and 11.

John G. “Jack” Fitzgerald, public school
teacher and member of the out-going Po-
lice Jury, elected as councilman for district
3, wards 7 and 9.

William J. Dwyer, East Bank business-
man, named councilman for district 4, wards
8 and 10.

a bapdy fam’by DRI




THE PROPOSED DEEP WATER SEAWAY TO THE GULF

A project of great economic importance
to Jefferson Parish is the proposed Jeffer-
son Industrial Seaway, a 55-mile-long tide-
water canal which would run from the
Mississippi River at Westwego ,to deep
water in the Gulf beyond Grand Isle.

The proposed seaway, which would have
a minimum depth of 40 feet and a boffom
width of 500 feet, would reduce by half
the distance shipping now ftravels along
the river to the Gulf.

The waterway would make possible the
reclamation of vast areas for industrial

development, which would also have access
to rail lines and would be served by a
paralleling highway to Grand Isle built as
part of the project.

During the past year, the Jefferson In-
dustrial Seaway Commission has held meet-
ings with legal, fiscal and engineering ex-
perts in connection with the proposed pro-
ject and is convinced that a sound plan can
be worked out for construction of the
seaway. The seaway would be financed
from revenue bonds.

PROPOSED JEFFERSON SEAWAY

PARISH OF JEFFERSON.LA.

PREPARED BY

MEMBERS OF JEFFERSON INDUSTRIAL SEAWAY COMMISSION

NAT B. KNIGHT, JR. Chairman; Attorney, banker and
chairman Louisiana Public Service Commission.
CHARLES L DOERR, SR., Vice-chairman; Businessman,

banker and investments.
LeROY L. HALL, Secretary-Treasurer; Investments.
HENRY Z. CARTER, Member; Vice president of Avon-
dale Marine Ways, Inc.

RALPH F. FREEMAN, Member; Operation Manager, Lou-
isiana Division of the Celotex Corporation.

LEON NUNEZ, Member; Wholesale Seafoods and busi-
nessman.

WILLIAM ©O. TURNER, Member; President, Louisiana
Power and Light Company; Director Middle South
Utilities Inc.; vice-chairman, Mississippi River Brdge
Authority.

5. L. WRIGHT, Member; Assistant to the President, Texas
and Pacific Railroad.




Blueprint for
Progress

Jefferson Parish is on the go—and growing! Today more
than ever before, fast, dependable telephone service is vital to
Jefferson Parish and to Louisiana. The progress of our state depends
upon improving and expanding telephone service.
We at Southern Bell are happy to be contributing to our
state’s economic progress, just as we shared in

creating many of ‘its finest traditions.

Southern Bell in Lovisiana




More Than a Decade of

Constant Progress

For

AVONDALE MARINE WAYS, INC

The consistent and in some catagories
the phenomenal growth of the greater Jef-
ferson Parish and New Orleans area is re-
flected, more or less, in the progress of
Avondale Marine Ways in its several activi-
ties over the past ten years.

And the forseeable future holds like
promise for confinued growth. With the
advent of large-capacity, metal-working fa-
cilities now available in this area, the de-
mand for heavy steel fabricated products

|

; Y o :
- F — -——.I__-l i
]
- 4 - »Z—.—*-*"* ,-___L_.#_ ~;

such as pressure vessels, reactor fanks, ex-
tra-large weldments, efc., it is no longer
necessary fo seek sources outside this area
for this type of specialized work.

Besides the demand of local industries
for these products, out-of-town inquiries
and orders have been atiracted to this area
because of the expanded capacities now
available and because of the widely diverse
activities in the field of industrial steel fab-
rication now established in this community.

Air view of deep water Avondale Terminal and wharf on the Mississippi
Photo courtesy American Liberty Tank Terminals.



Avondale's four divisions comprising the
main plant, Harvey Canal Plant, Service
Foundry and Avoncraft have all shown sub-
stantial volume increase over the past year.
This increase from year fo year has neces-
sitated the installation of not only addi-
tional facilities but for increased capacities
as well.

This is especially true in the specialized
steel fabrication area, a widely expanded
activity of Avondale, requiring such extra-
large units such as a 20'x20'x48' normaliz-
ing furnace and banding rolls with capaci-
ties for rolling steel plate up to 4%" thick.
The increasing demand of both petroleum
and chemical industries further indicate
the industrial development in this vicinity.

Formerly industries and contractors re-
quiring this heavy steel work was obliged
to seek sources elsewhere. Now this work
can be done locally. This, incidentally, is
but one phase of Avondale’s overall expan-
sion program which is based on the con-
tinued and increasing demand of various
industrial products and services. To fur-
ther indicate the progress in this area in
our particular field following is a brief sum-
mary of Avondale’s achievements for 1957
over the preceding year:

Harvey Canal Plant records show a total
of 3541 marine jobs (all descriptions) for
the past year, of which in excess of 2000
vessels dry docked (this plant has aver-
aged over 1500 vessels dry docked per
year for the past 10 years) this in itself
is indicative of the increased inland water-
ways traffic through this area.

Based on the future demand for Mari-
time and Marine Services and equipment
the dry dock facilities, numbering four at

this plant, have been increased by one.

3300-ton capacity dock with propeller re-
pair facilities for commercial sizes up to
24" in diameter. To further augment the

expansion at Avondale, again based on it's
continued industrial growth of the South,
the Service Foundry Division of Avondale
was acquired in 1951 and has shown con-
sistent growth from year to year. This
facility also has enlarged capacities for one-
piece steel and iron casting up to 15,000 Ibs.

This is also in keeping with the increased
demand here for foundry products. Anoth-
er progressive step at Avondale was the
construction of the Avoncraft Plant (4th di-
vision), one of the most modern and large-
capicities enameling plants in the country,
several years ago on the main plant site of
Avondale, La. This plant is engaged in the
design and manufacture of porcelain enam-
el on steel. Package service stations for
the marketing division of the oil companies
has also shown consistent increase in pro-
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duction, and from all indications faces an
even brighter future. To better illustrate
the development and growth of our local
industries we should perhaps look to Avon-
dale itself, which is certainly exemplary.

Ever since World War I, and with full
confidence in the future of our local and
national economy, Avondale has plowed
back millions of dollars in plant facilities
and expansion for larger capacities and for
a widely diversified operation. The judg-
ment and confidence of its officers, as with
other local industrialists, has had very
gratifying results, as evidenced by Avon-
dale’s present status as a major industry
here with a fotal invoiced production for
the year 1957 of approximately $50,000,-
000, with a monthly payroll of $1,500,000,,
and 1958 indicating a definite increase.
From the foregoing the extent of the phe-
nomenal growth of our local industries can
be appreciated along with their immeasura-
ble contribution to the welfare and devel-
opment of our community, in which we are
all so vitally interested.

E. G. ROSELLE B. E. GALLOWAY

ROESSLE
&

GALLOWAY

CONSULTING ENGINEERS
Municipal - Structural - Industrial

Parish Engineers

East Bank Jefferson Parish

VErmon 5.7155

3213 METAIRIE ROAD METAIRIE, LA.
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GENERAL MOTORS

DIESEL
POWER

More marine diesel engines
come from George Engine
Co., Inc., than any other
single source in the entire
world! This fast-moving 42’
crewboat is powered with a
matched pair of GM diesel
erigines, providing a speed of
29 mph. George Engine Co.
offers an entire “‘package”...
boat and power . .. for
marine and oil field users,
with financing if desired.

~and NOW...
pleasure boating, foo!

George Engine Co. is now
New Orleans’ newest pleas-
ure boat center, offering
fiberglass and wood hulls
in all popular sizes.

. EVINRUDE outboards. ..

every model in the out-
standing line, is on display
in our showroom.
Trailers and all marine
hardware and accessories
for pleasure craft are avail-
able.

George Engine Co., Inc.
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These are the 17 men who served on the last

Jefferson Parish Police Jury

LeRoy L. Hall, President of the Jury—representing Ward

8 in Metairie . . . Electrical Contractor . . . first
Director of the Department -of Regulatory Inspections
. . . Secretary-Treasurer of Jefferson Industrial Seaway
Commission.

John W. Stone, President Pro-Tem of the Jury—repre-
senting Ward | in Gretna Petroleum Products
Distributor . . . member of the Mississippi River Bridge
Authority.

William E. Strehle, Jury member—representing Ward 2
in Gretna . . . the oldest jury member in years of serv-
ice, first elected in 1916 and was President of Police
Jury 1924-25 President Jefferson-Plaquemines
Drainage District . . . Road Superintendent, Highway
Department of the State of Louisiana . . . Waterworks
Superintendent for the City of Gretna . . . License
Examiner for the Sheriff’s office.

Jesse J. Breaux, Jury member—representing Ward 3
of Gretna and Lower Harvey . . . retired Barbershop
owner.

John W. Falcon, Jury member—representing Ward 4,
Harvey-Marrero-Westwego . . . the “baby” member of
the Police Jury.

Jacob D, Giardina, Jury member and Chairman of Fi-
nance Committee—representing Ward 4, Harvey-Mar-
rero-Westwego . . . Operator of Automobile Agency and
Garage . . . Member of School Board . . . Commissioner
Waterworks District No. 2.

Sidney Pertuit, Jury member—representing Ward 4,
Harvey-Marrero-Westwego . . . Used car dealer . .
Retail furniture . . . Insurance and Real estate . . . As-
sistant Director of Department of Regulatory Inspections
Wilfred Bethelot, Jr., Jury member—representing Ward
5, Bridge City-Avondale-Waggaman-South Kenner . . .
Vice president of a major Insurance Agency . .. Whole-
sale dealer in baby turtles and Louisiana lizards . . .
Commissioner and General Manager of Waterworks
District Mo, 5.
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Leon Nunez, Jury member—representing Ward 6, Crown
Point-Barataria-Lafitte Wholesale seafood dealer
and businessman . . . Member of Jefferson Industrial
Seaway Commission.

Robert Otterman, Jury member—representing Ward 7,
Southport-Shrewbury-Suburban Acres . . . Retired rail-
roader . . ., Commissioner of Fourth Jefferson Drainage
District . . . the Jury's senior member in age.

R. 4. Barrus, Jury member—representing Ward 7, South-
port-Shrewsbury-Suburban Acres . . . Rice broker . .
Salesman . . . Manager Sewage District No. 2,

Ernest Reviere, Jury member—representing Ward 8 in
Metairie . . . Transportation . . . Equipment Superin-
tendent Fire District No. 2.

John 1. Holtgreve, Jury member—representing Ward 8
in Metairie . . . served 4 years as Police Jury President
. .. Assistant Wire Chief for major Brokerage House . . .
Commissioner and Superintendent Sewage District No. 1
. Commissioner Fourth Jefferson Drainage District
. now member and General Manager Lake Pont-
chartrain Causeway.
George Louis Ladiner, Jury member—representing Ward
9, Harahan-Little Farms-Kenner . . . Salesman . . . Chief
Plumbing Inspector, Department of Regulatery In-
spections.
John J. Fitzgerald, Jury member—representing Ward 9,
Harahan-Little Farms-Kenner . . . School Teacher . . .
Alderman and Mayor Pro-Tem, City of Kenner .
now serving on new Parish Council.

Sam P. LeBlanc, Jury member—representing Ward 10
in East End . . . Sales Promofion Department of large
brewery . . . Boat supplies and hardware . . . Director
of Motor Vehicle Deppartment, Sheriff's Office.

Nolte |. Ludwig, Jury member—representing Ward 11,
Grand Isle and Cheniere Caminada—Hotel owner and
operator.
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By LeRoy L. Hall

President of the Last Jefferson Parish
Police Jury

PREFACE: On March 10, a President
and 7 man council replaced the Police
Jury form of government which for a
period of 138 years had governed Jef-
ferson Parish from almost a complete

LeRoy L. Hall



anonymity to its present proud position
as the most concentrated and fastest
growing industrial area in the Deep
South. This report is a review of the
early struggles and major accomplish-
ments of the Police Jury system in Jeffer-
son Parish since that day in 1825 when
the Louisiana Legislature created out of
the Parish of Orleans a new parish
naming it in honor of the then still living
President, Thomas Jefferson.

During almost all the first three quarters
of a century of its existence the Police Jury
of Jefferson engaged in separating the
Parish from New Orleans influence and in-
filtration, clarifying its own powers and
position, and surviving the War between
the States and the bitter aftermath of Re-
construction, and establishing a parish per-
sonality and independent identity. For
these reasons those years between 1825
and 1900 are best described as

THE FORMATIVE YEARS.

When Jefferson Parish was legally estab-
lished in 1825 it included not only all of
its present day area on both sides of the
river, but all of what is now New Orleans
above Felicity Street to Monticello Street.
This stretch of rich land along the Miss-
issippi riverbank was then a series of
plantations. Because of the population in-
crease in New Orleans, Jefferson Parish
lost this entire section during its first fifty
years of existence. Here is what happened:

As New Orleans expanded upstream
from the Vieux Carre and the Canal Street
area the owners of these plantations gradu-
ally sold off their land for Faubourgs or
suburbs, which was broken up into lots
for suburban homeowners. The first of
these to be subdivided was the plantation
closest to town, right above Felicity Street
which became the Faubourg of the Ursuline
Nuns. The next plantation subdivision
created was the Faubourg Lafayette, so
named after the French hero of the Ameri-
can Revolution, who had endeared himself
to New Orleanians when he visited the city
the same year Jefferson Parish was formed.
The third of these partitions was called the
Faubourg of the Livaudais Plantation, which
was sold mostly to rich Americans and be-
came the celebrated Garden District of New
Orleans. All these three Faubourgs were
incorporated in 1833 (just 8 years after
Jefferson was formed) into the City of
Lafayette.

Upstream from the City of Lafayette was
the Burough of Freeport which later became
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the City of Jefferson. In 1852 the City of
Lafayette was annexed by New Orleans,
from Jefferson Parish and in 1870 the City
of Jefferson became part of New Orleans.

A third Jefferson Parish town, Carrollton
which had been formed from the historic
McCarty Plantation, also was absorbed by
New Orleans. Known today as the Car-
rollton District it is the only one of the
three towns which still retains any of its
original city identification.

With the annexation of Carrollton in
1874 the Parish of Jefferson lost over half
its original East Bank. But finally a survey
was made in 1892 and accepted by both
Jefferson Parish and New Orleans perm-
anently setting the present boundaries,
leaving Jefferson Parish 32,000 acres on
the East Bank. Fortunately an Act of the
Legislature was passed making it impos-
sible in the future for one parish to annex
any portion of another unless a majority
of the voters in both parishes concerned
vote in favor of the annexation. With the
survey and the protective statute on the
books Jefferson’s borders remained intact.
Jefferson Parish, with 426 square miles of
land began its march of progress.

The Evolution Of The Police Jury

Not only did the Police Jury of Jefferson
have a fifty year struggle permanently freez-
ing its New Orleans boundary line, but it
also spent nearly all of its first seventy-
five years clarifying its own functions and
establishing its unfettered position as the
parish governing body.

When Jefferson Parish was organized
the Police Jury consisted of a Parish Judge
as its head, assisted by twelve jurors. In
the beginnings of the Police Jury system
of the Louisiana Parishes this parish judge
had been all powerful, having not only
police powers, serving as sheriff, tax col-
lector and committing magistrate—but pre-
siding over the parish and probate courts,
and functioning also as clerk of court,
recorder, notary and treasurer.

However, by the time Jefferson was
formed the parish judge had been shorn
of most of his powers. In 1830, five years
after Jefferson became a parish, the Parish
Judge was replaced as head of the Police
Jury by the President elected by the police
jurors themselves. By 1845 the office of the
Parish Judge had been completely abol-
ished.

Parenthetically it was the police powers
of this early Parish Judge which gave the
Police Jury its name—although today a
Police Jury is purely a legislative and policy
making body without any police or law
enforcement powers whatever.
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During those first few years there had
been so many changes made in the police
jury system that the Parish of Jefferson
requested from the State Legislature a
clarification of its duties and responsibili-
ties. In 1834 that clarification was granted
in form of a legislative act which pro-
vided that the Police Jury of Jefferson
should be composed of not less than six
members or more than twelve, and that no
person was eligible as a police juror unless
he had the qualifications for election to the
State House of Representatives. It also
outlines as requested the duties and re-
sponsibilities of the Jefferson Parish Police
Jury.

Three quarters of a century later the re-
striction on the amount of members was
lifted, allowing Jefferson and other par-
ishes to elect one police juror for every
ward, and an additional juror in each
ward for every additional 5,000 popula-
tion in excess of 2500.

On this basis the retiring Police Jury of
1958 had 17 members. In the opinion of
the writer,.as last President of the jury, the
Police Jury is a truly democratic form of
government.

It is now history that during the rough
and rugged Reconstruction Period after the
War between the States the Parish Police
Jury came under the domination of the
state carpetbagger officials. During these
difficult years, the Governor personally
appointed, and of course controlled, every
one of the jurors. Not until 1896, almost
thirty years after the War, did the police
juries of the State, including Jefferson,
regain control of their own parish affairs.
Local elections of police jurors were again
resumed. It was also about then that it
was required that each police juror, to
qualify for election, must own assessed
property in the parish either in his or his
wife’s name.

Another feature of these formative years
was several changes of location for the
Jefferson Parish Police Jury meetings, all
of which mirrored the boundary shrinking
on the East Bank. For the first 27 years,
from 1825 to 1852, the Police Jury met in
the courthouse in the city of Lafayette—un-
til it became part of New Orleans. Then
for another 22 years meetings were held
in the courthouse of the City of Carrollton
until it, too, was absorbed by New Orleans
in 1874,

In the meantime (in the year 1858)
there had been a division of the Police
Jury into two separate bodies—the Right
Bank and the Left Bank, with each govern-
ing its own side of the river. However
they both met in the same building, the
courthouse in Carrollton, where the city's
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officials also met.

From 1874, after Carrollton was merged
with New Orleans, the Right and Left Bank
Police Juries met in historic Harvey's Castle
at Harvey on the right bank until 1884,
during which year by an Act of the Legis-
lature the two juries were again united into
one. On May 7, 1884 the courthouse was
moved to William Tell Hall in Gretna which,
incidentally, was not then a city.

In this William Tell Hall the Jefferson
Parish Police Jury straddled the two cen-
turies and in 1906 moved into the first
official courthouse built by the parish. In
that venerable structure, now known as the
Old Court House, the Jefferson Police Jury
guided the prospering fortune of its parish
for fifty two years . . . moving into the new
Court House long enough to hold one
meeting in March before retiring to be re-
placed by the new 7 man Council and
Parish President.

Jefferson Parish had a population of
6846 people in 1830 which had increased
to 15,321 at the close of the century 70
years later. It was still the country cousin
with its villages (no cities yet) and its fisher-
folk, farmers and planters—for as the new
century stalked in Jefferson was still 98%
agriculture and still an unknown factor in
the destiny of the Deep South.

When the Parish was created it was
necessary for the police jurors to meet only
semi-annually, and up until 1835 the Police
Jury’s maximum borrowing power was only
$10,000. Not until 30 years later was it
found necessary to authorize the Police
Jury to issue bonds and incur debt. Com-
pare that with the recent Lake Ponichar-
train project. The Police Jury confidently
presented and successfully received the
voters’ permission to issue Revenue Bonds
to the tune of $46 million.

However, it is unfair fo state that ouf-
side of solidifying the parish boundaries
and clarifying its own functions the Police
Jury of Jefferson accomplished very little
during those 75 years.

In 1887 the small and slimly financed
Police Jury of Jefferson passed the most
significant resolution in the history of the
parish. In spite of the fact that their parish
was then within 2% of being a fotally
agricultural area, those police jurors of
that year of 1887, most of them were
planters, fishermen or farmers, unanimous-
ly and officially placed in the minutes
this historic Jefferson Parish invitation to
industry:

“Whereas we are informed that there
are capitalists seeking to locate sites for
various manufacturies and considering
that the Parish of Jefferson offers desirable
locations, and that it is in the interests of




our parish to have such manufacturies in
our midst, be it resolved, that it is the sense
of this Jury to offer every inducement and
encouragement within its province to such
enterprises and manufacturies whenever
located within our jurisdiction, and solicit
visits to our parish of all such capitalists
before locating elsewhere”.

Thirteen years before the industrial age
turned the corner of time the Police Jury
leaders of this sparsely populated, still
poor and 98% agricultural parish had al-
ready foreseen the advantages of its water
wealth, its river frontage and its strategic
position at the crossroads of commerce to
the future factories of the south.

This was not only the period of the
formative years—it was also the period of
amazing foresight.

(NOTE: Three years after its historic
invitation to industry Jefferson Parish
welcomed the oldest and largest pro-
ducer of cottonseed oil products in the
U. S., The Southern Cotton Qil Company
which established itself at the town of
Gretna because of its combined rail and
river facilities.)

The Period Of Transformation
1900 to 1920

The transition from a totally fishing and
farming parish to an industrial empire did
not take place immediately or even quickly.
It was a slow, steady, process of prepared-

ness (interrupted incidentally by World War
I)—a period more healthy and more sub-
stantial, however, than any brilliant boom.

These were the years in which the plant-
ation areas of the parish developed into
towns and cities. These were the years be-
tween the wild and untamed Jefferson Par-
ish when it was known as The Free State of
Jefferson and the mature and responsible
Jefferson Parish, when its string of com-
munities began to boast of their living ad-
vantages, their schools, their churches and
their hospitality to the workers of the new
industries to which they extended aid and
inducements.

The century opened with a small but very
significant contribution to progress. In 1901
Front or First Street was opened as a con-
tinuous road between Gretna and McDon-
oghville—a very evident indication that
the parish was thinking already in terms
of uniting its string of communities along
the river for the. promotion of trade.

In 1902 the first locks of the Harvey
Canal were constructed—replacing the
former ingenious inclined plane arrange-
ment that pulled boats over the low levee.
This was the first step in the development
of the Harvey Canal as a vital link in the
Intracoastal Waterway that stretches from
Mexico to Florida to New Jersey. Today the
government owned Harvey Canal and its
magnificent modern locks, which will handle
a towboat and 5 barges at one time, have
placed Jefferson Parish at the strategic com-
merce crossroads of the nation’s inland

(Photo by courtesy of H. J. Harvey)

In the mid 1800's, vessels entering the Mississippi River from Harvey Canal, then a privately-owned
waterway, paid a toll and had to be hauled over the levee on a marine railway. Today, the Govern-
ment-owned lock at this site passes some 11,000,000 tons of shipping annually from the Gulf Intra-

coastal Waterway to the river.
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waterways system.

This was the period of the formation of
several of the Jefferson Parish towns and
cities. Gretna, the capital city of Jefferson,
became a town in 1913 and three years
later expanded into a city. Kenner, the
East Bank community that had evolved from
the plantations and truck farms was already
well over a half century old. Beautiful
Metairie also on the East Bank (known today
as the most fashionable residential section
of Greater New Orleans and the largest
unincorporated area in the Deep South) be-
gan to develop when the street car line from
New Orleans reached it in 1913. West-
wego, which had harbored the homeless of
Cheniere Caminada after the devastating
1893 storm, was already the seafood center
of the parish. And in the last year (1920)
of this formative period Harahan became
a village.

In 1909 of this fransition period the Jef-
ferson Parish Police Jury first tackled its
drainage problems with the establishment
of the Second Drainage District which drains
upper Harvey and part of Marrero. There
is no doubt that one of the most important
factors in the tremendous industrial growth
of Jefferson Parish has been the planned
program of drainage begun in this forma-
tive period, and which over the years has
steadily reclaimed additional acres for high
and dry industrial and home sites.

As an example, in 1913 only 2400 acres
of Jefferson’s East Bank were under drain-
age control.

Today the East Bank’s entire 32,000 acres
are thoroughly drained.

Two more Drainage Districts were estab-
lished by the Police Jury during this forma-
tive period — the Jefferson-Plaguemines
Drainage District in 1912, which drains
Gretna and Lower Harvey and part of Mar-
rero, and the Fourth Drainage District in
1913 which handles all the normal and
high water problems of the East Bank.

This program was followed through in
1921 with the establishment of the Ames
Municipal Drainage District, which controls
the middle part of Marrero, and the sixth
Jefferson Parish Drainage District in 1927,
which has the responsibility for Westwego
and that part of Marrero west of Ames
Boulevard.

Today, as a result of the Police Jury’s
planning back there between 1909 and
1927 all the communities of the parish on
both banks are either served by these ef-
ficient drainage districts or are subject to
natural drainage.

Already in possession of one of the
world’s largest industries Jefferson Parish
welcomed the beginning of another in
1915 when Charles Greiner established his
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shrimp canning plant which has grown
into the largest shrimp canning operation
in the world—the Southern Shell Fish Com-
pany now owned by Wesson Oil Oil and
Snowdrift Company.

With two of what turned out to be larg-
est industries of their kind already in its
possession, Jefferson Parish entered the
Twenties industrially minded and prepared.

The Period Of Progress
1920 To 1958

In March of this year when the Police
Jury of Jefferson relinquished the respon-
sibilities of government to the new Com-
mission Council, it turned over to its suc-
cessor a busy, booming parish of 180,000
people (ninety percent of whom own their
own homes)—a population which the ex-
perts claim will approach 500,000 within
a few years.

It turned over a parish of nearly 200 in-
dustrial plants, over two for every mile of
its length (including six of the largest of
their kind in the world) which have in-
vested over a billion dollars in their fac-
tories, warehouses and equipment—an in-
dustrial parish where the individual worker
has an average annual income nearly two
hundred dollars higher than the overall
state average.

It turned over a parish with every means
of transportation known to modern man
available to its industries and business
houses: Two bridges across the Mississippi
River, Intracoastal Waterway, five trunk
line railroads, three national highways and
Moisant International Airport, one of the
major airfields of the nation.

It turned over ample industrial water,
one of the most vital needs of modern in-
dustry; unlimited natural gas and adequate
electric power—available factory and ware-
house sites on an 18 mile river front—a
ten year tax exemption to new plants or
expansion of old ones—a constant pool of
local labor who like to live in Jefferson
where they work—and the cooperation of
parish officials and government.

It turned over more than 2 billion dol-
lars worth of oil, gas and sulphur reserves
inshore and offshore within Jefferson
boundaries, with still more fields to be dis-
covered.

It turned over five banks with seven
branches whose combined resources to aid
Jefferson Parish business total more than
80 million dollars.

It turned over a public school system for
all children (22,100 white, 55 attending
classes for the retarded and 6,365 colored)
in which last year there was no child with-
out a seat or one who did not receive a full




The Pontchartrain Causeway, the longest bridge in the world, over 22 miles long. A joint enterpn:is'e
by Jefferson Parish and St. Tammany Parish. This bridge leads directly into the busy city of Metairie
with modern grade separations leading into other major traffic arteries.

year’s schooling. This does not include a
12,751 enrollment in parochial and private
schools, Hope Haven for homeless boys 6
to @ grades and Madonna Manor for boys
1 to 5 grades, St. Joseph's Hall for the deaf
and dumb, or Magnolia, a private school
for retarded children: from other sections
as well as Jefferson.

It furned over the $5 million Ochsner
Foundation Hospital, one of the finest in
the nation for intricate diagnoses, com-
plete surgery and advanced medical re-
search. .

It turned over Grand lIsle, one of the ten

best fishing spots in the world where the
Tarpon Rodeo is held every year and surf
bathing year ‘round.

And it turned over an imposing record
of accomplishments over the last 38 years,
the most important of which | will review
briefly.

Arteries Of Commerce

To handle and expedite the increasing
surging ftraffic of Jefferson Parish, which
has doubled its population twice in twenty
years, the Police Jury has participated in

A sketch of the inter-
section of Veterans Mem-
orial Highway and Cause-
way Boulevard—as it is
planned for the future.
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and helped finance several magnificient
highway projects.

Completed on the East Bank by the
Parish of Jefferson is the Veterans Mem-
orial Four-Lane Expressway moving traffic
swiftly to and from New Orleans as far as
Clearview Drive and then westward two
lanes to Canal 17 at the St. Charles Parish
line. Also completed on the West Bank by
the Highway Department is the West Bank
Expressway fo Barataria Boulevard in Mar-
rero, including the Harvey Canal Tunnel,
carrying heavy traffic around the congested
areas. The tunnel itself, the world’s first
fully autoratic underwater vehicular tun-
nel is 1080 feet long and four lanes wide.
The Police Jury put up $2,500,000 for
this tunnel, axpproximately one half its
cost, the balance of course being paid by
the state.

Back in 1932 the late C. O. Hooper ap-
proached the Police Jury, asking for an
engineer and crew to cut a road along the
East Bank of the Harvey Canal for the de-
velopment of industry along the Canal,
since he planned to have the Southern
Pacific build a switch frack close to the
canal. This opening of Peters Road was
done by the Jury with Hooper furnishing
the material.

Later the State concreted this Peters Road
for about a mile. Then last year the Police
Jury, the property owners and the State
without a Bond Issue constructed 3,762
miles more of Peters Road from the end of
the concrefe to Little Bayou Barataria, and
1.724 miles of Destrehan Avenue on the
opposite West Side of the canal. Then a
rolled shell base was built up and layers
of asphalt topping added. Of the $600,-
000 total cost of this project the Police Jury
put up one third.

Together with the State the Police Jury
agreed fo hard surfaced the Old River Road
from Huey P. Long Bridge to Harahan at
‘a cost of $129,000.

But the most impressive of all these im-
posing projects was the 23.83 mile long
Pontchartrain Causeway financed by a
$46,000,000 Bond Issue jointly handled
by the parishes of Jefferson and St. Tam-
many. It is the world's longest overwater
bridge.

Finis To The Ferries

Completed and put into use this year,
but first conceived and the idea launched
by the Jefferson Parish Police Jury back
in 1926, was the spectacular Mississippi
River Bridge that cost $54 million and con-
nects New Orleans and Jefferson Parish.
It is estimated that the savings in time
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alone to the frantic traffic that put up with
the slow moving ferries so long will run
into hundreds of millions within a few
short years.

Before Superhighways They Built Streets

Back as far as 1925 the Police Jury ask-
ed the voters to approve a $500,000 Bond
Issue for hard surfacing the parish dirt
roads. They gave the mandate and the
Parish started its first organized improve-
ment of parish thoroughfares.

Metairie Road from New Orleans to
Shrewsbury and Shrewsbury Road to Jef-
ferson Highway received a concrete asphalt
base with asphalt topping. Eleven miles of
Jefferson Highway from New Orleans fo
Kenner received a concrete base and asphalt
topping on 2 traffic lanes. Williams Boule-
vard in Kenner from Jefferson Highway
to what is now Airline Highway was
asphalted. This was done with state and
federal aid. A road bed was thrown up
between Shrewsbury and Kenner (now a
part of Airline Highway) and the parish
graveled it with what was left of the $500,-
000 Bond lssue. Later $22,000 was taken
out of the General Fund to continue. At
this point the Louisiana Highway Depart-
ment stepped in and finished the job of
graveling. A few years later it was con-
creted by the state.

Then in the late Thirties, during the WPA
days the Police Jury in cooperation with
the government built more than 6 miles of
concrete streets. The Police Jury put up
the property owners share of 25% until
paving notes were sold. The U. S. Govern-
ment picked up the tab for the other 75%.
Most of these streets included sub surface
drainage. The cost per foot on some jobs
ta the property owners was only a few
cents over a dollar per front foot. Today
all but two streets in Metairie are paved.

Along with this every sidewalk in the
parish, including the municipalities, in the
populated sections were concreted to stand-
ard width, with the Police Jury paying part
of the cost, the government the balance.

In 1937 the Police Jury started establish-
ing street lighting districts in every section
of the unincorporated areas of the parish
except the lakes and bays beyond the vil-
lage of Lafitte.

(Note: After the 1947 hurricane the Jef-
ferson Police Jury spent $60,000 putting
the streets on the East Bank back in con-
dition.)

Waterway Rights Of Way
In the early 1928's the Police Jury of




Jefferson purchased out of parish funds a
400 foot right of way and turned it over
to the government for the building of the
9 mile cut-off canal between Bayou Dupont
and Bayou Cutler as a vitally needed nav-
igational aid to the oystermen and shrimp-
ers in bringing their catch to market. The
government accepted the use of this right
of way but fortunately did not take title
to it. In later years when the Lafitte Oil
Field was opened this parish owned right
of way ran right through it and has been
responsible for an annual oil royalties rev-
enue amount to around $135,000 a year—
money re-invested in the development of
the parish.

The Police Jury also spent $20,000 for
the right of way of the Iniracoastal water-
ways section through Jefferson Parish, one
of the most lucrative investments it ever
made and one of the big boons to parish
and New Orleans commerce.

In 1949 the Police Jury appropriated the
money to pay the engineer’s fee for sur-
veying Grand lIsle to determine a way fo
stop beach erosion. On the basis of these
findings the 1950 session of the State Leg-
islature appropriated $300,000 to the high-
way department to build 8 long groins,
followed later with six small groins and
still later sand was pumped across the is-
land from Bayou Rigaud to fill in and ex-
tend the Grand Isle beach.

Fire Depariments

Jefferson has two paid fire departments
and 20 volunteer departments. Of the two
paid departments No. 1 (put in operation
in 1953) is in the 7th Ward and has two
stations on the Jefferson Highway. No. 2
(also put in operation in 1953) is in the
8th Ward and has four stations in Metairie
and on the Airline Highway.

Last year (1957) an up to the minute
fire alarm system was installed in Wards
8 and 10, comprising two hundred alarm
stations with the facilities for increasing to
800 stations. Ward No. 10 is in the East
End and has no fire station, but is covered
from Metairie.

Drinking Water And Water For Public Use

There is plenty of pure water, both for
home and business use and for fire fight-
ing throughout the entire Parish of Jef-
ferson, except on the islands in the Gulf.

Gretna and Westwego have their own
municipal waterworks. For the rest of the
parish East Jefferson Waterworks, in opera-
tion since 1931, supplies all of the East
Bank. Waterworks No. 2, in operation since
1931, is between Gretna and Westwego,
and it not only supplies its own customers
but wholesales water to Waterworks No.
3, also between Westwego and Gretna
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directly behind No. 2, and Waterworks No.
6 (established 1950) which is behind No.
3 and serves Barataria, Crown Point and
Lafitte. Then there’s also Waterworks No.
5 for all of the 5th Ward, which has been
in operation since 1953 and buys water
from Westwego.

Parish Sewage Systems

Jefferson Parish is proud of the excel-
lence of its sewage disposal. Three plants
handle the sewage of the parish and no
raw sewage is dumped into Lake Pont-
chartrain or the Mississippi River.

Sewage District No. 1, which covers the
8th Ward, from the New Orleans line fo
Soniat Canal, was financed in 1930 by a
Bond Issue of $600,000 and a WPA grant
of $456,000. It was completed in 1940
and began serving 1500 customers imme-
diately. In ten years the population in-
crease made its enlargement necessary at
the additional cost of $450,000. It now
serves 7,000 homes and was enlarged
again in 1957 to include 37 additional miles
of collecting lines and another disposal
plant.

Sewage District No. 2 was created in
1946 and financed by a $2,300,000 Twenty
Year ad valorem and revenue Bond Issue
and serves the entire 7th Ward with its
own disposal plant in the rear of the Old
Camp Plauche site.

Sewage . . . Garbage Disposal

These two vital services of a crowded
area are only noticed when they are not
there. Parish people hardly realize that
Garbage District No. 1 was created in 1947,
faithfully picks up garbage and trash three
times a weekon all of the East Bank and
disposes of it in an incinerator. Garbage
District No. 2 which works the same schedule
was also created in 1947 to serve the parish
from Gretna to Westwego and from river
to Ward é line.

Health Department And The
Public Library

The new Board of Health Building on the
West Bank was paid for by the Police Jury
out of severance taxes and with govern-
ment help. The Health Department Build-
ing on the East Bank (the Old Southern
Tavern) was bought from the Causeway
Commission by the Police Jury and also
financed out of severance tfaxes.

The Jefferson Parish Public Library has
its main office in Gretna with branches in
every section of the parish, plus book-
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mobile service. At the last reckoning there
were nearly 80,000 books available to the
people of Jefferson Parish which, incident-
ally spends for its library service more per
person than any other parish in Louisiana.

Department Of Regulatory Inspections

The Department of Regulatory Inspections,
established in 1953, issues all building,
plumbing and electrical permits for new
construction in the unincorporated area of
Jefferson Parish outside of the four cities—.
and is self sustaining. It has also installed
street identification signs and traffic signs,
with no cost to the tax payers, in all unin-
corporated sections and has a contract with
Harahan to handle its permits. In 1957 it
issued building permits for $38,281,222
worth of construction, which gives some
idea of the new building going on in the
parish even outside of the cities.

Planning And Zening

Last year, 1957, the Police Jury, realizing
the spectacular and steady growth of the
Parish of Jefferson, created a Zoning and
Planning Board to work closely with the
consultant engineering firm of Palmer
and Baker to efficiently blueprint and plan
the future expansions and advancement of
the Parish.

Boundaries Established

Remember the struggle Jefferson Parish
had way back in its beginning finally
freezing the boundary line between it and
New Orleans? Well, in 1943 the Police Jury
hired engineers at a cost of $3500 to firm-,
ly establish the legal boundary between
Jefferson and St. Charles. In the same
year they did the same thing with Plaque-
mines Parish.

In December of 1943 the Police Jury,
after a long drawn out affair that cost Jef-
ferson Parish $28,000, accepted the find-
ings of the Jefferson and Lafourche engi-
neers as to the proper boundary between
those two parishes. Today everything seems
to be clearly understood with all our par-
ish neighbors regarding the boundary lines.

Playgrounds . . . Scholarships
Jefferson is amply provided with play-
grounds. District No. 5 in the 7th Ward
has a 30 acre playground and $250,000
Civic Center Building that are considered

among the finest in the nation. It has a very
large gym, football field, cinder track, ten-




nis courts, baseball diamond and stands,
also canteen. It has 10 acres leased from
school board for picnic grounds and show
grounds for horse show. On Causeway
Boulevard there is a colored playground
with gym, tennis court and ball diamond.

Playground District No. 4, headed by
Charles L. Doerr, Sr., is responsible for the
fine 42 acre playground right in the heart
of Metairie. It has picnic grounds, gym,
football stadium, quarter mile track, base-
ball and softball diamonds and ceramic
studio for the teaching of arts and crafts.
There are still also the Negro playground
on Causeway Boulevard (different from
No. 5) and the Cleary Street Playground.

Playground District No. 9 (completed in
1955) in Ward 9 in Little Farms has 11
acres with gym, play area for children and
baseball diamond. This summer over 500
children were registered for day competi-
tion.

In July of 1958 all three playgrounds (4,
5 and 9) were consolidated under the new
form of parish government as “Jefferson
Parish Recreational Department” under the
overall supervision of Harry “Wop" Glover
as Director.

In the early 1930’s the Police Jury began
giving scholarships to needy boys and girls
at the State University and State Colleges.
The purpose was to train teachers which
Jefferson badly needed, and at one time
there were 36 boys and girls receiving this
educational assistance. The policy, how-
ever, was discontinued in the late 30's.

Civil Defense . . . Public Welfare

In 1954 the Police Jury began paying
part of the salaries of the Civil Defense
Director and his assistants and any bills
incurred. The U. S. government however
pays the biggest share.

Jefferson Parish has dramatically dem-
onstrated its ability to take care of its own
people. Of the five Louisiana parishes who
receive less from the State and Federal
government than they pay into the State
in sales tax Jefferson Parish is next to the
lowest with a return of 72 cents for every
dollar.

Its own Department of Public Welfare
was established in 1935 as the Jefferson
Welfare Committee receiving ifs support
from a parish one cent gasoline tax. A year
and a half later it became Jefferson Parish
Department of Public Welfare and handles
over two million dollars a year of money
returned by the State and Federal govern-
ment for aid to dependent children, and
to the blind and aid to the needy and dis-
abled. Also an old age pension of $68.00
is paid fo the needy over 65. Its new office

building was completed last year.
New Parish Buildings

Under the Police Jury system the Jef-
ferson Parish new courthouse and Parish
East Bank Building were completed last
year at a cost in excess of $3,000,000. The
Parish Jail, built in 1924 replacing an old
one, was enlarged and remodeled in 1956.

The Short Cut To The Sea

Probably the most important project pro-
posed and planned by the Jefferson Parish
Police Jury during its years in office was
the Jefferson Industrial Seaway.

It was first started by the Police Jury in
1935. Beginning at Westwego it will drop
down straight through Jefferson Parish
from the Port of New Orleans to Grand
isle—a distance of about 55 miles—almost
60 miles shorter than the present river
roufe.

It will drastically reduce distance, time
and shipping costs and hazards. By ifs
savings there will be built around industrial
Jefferson the greatest seaport in the South.

In 1957 the Police Jury and the City of
Westwego appointed eight men from both
sides of the river as the Jefferson Industrial
Seaway Commission. The Police Jury has
confidently placed the furtherance of this
tremendous project in the capable hands of
Seaway Commissioners.

New West Bank Hospital

One of the final acts of the Police Jury
was to call an election to approve the con-
struction of the new West Bank Hospital fo
cost $2 million, the bonds of which have
been sold and building let. Its total cost
will be paid for by the people on the West
Bank and the U. S. Government.

Summary

To digest and recapitulate all the achieve-
ments and accomplishments of the Jeffer-
son Parish Police Jury over these last 38
years of pulsing progress would tire your
patience.

However, actually all that is needed to
prove the amount of faithful service the
Police Jury System rendered the. parish of
Jefferson during its long years as the gov-
erning body, is fo look at the factories lin-
ing the river bank, the people pouring
into this parish of opportunity and the new
building rising on the skyline.

The Police Jury has turned over to the
Parish president and the Council a pros-
perous, progressive parish—and a proud
record of leadership.
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NEW EQUIPMENT assist to make the coroner’s department an efficient, up-to-date organization. It requires
new equipment shown in this photograph to keep pace with the emergency calls in Jefferson Parish.
During a two year period, the coroner’s department handled 3,858 ambulance calls.

With the growth in population and in-
dustry in Jefferson Parish it is fitting to
note that the Coroner’s Office and staff are
keeping abreast of this growth.

Few laymen are aware of the duties of the
Coroner and his staff so through this article
we hope to bring to the public just what it
entails.

Our duties include:

1.) Investigate and process all Coroner’s

Cases.

2.) Examine and commit all Mental Cases

to Mental Hospitals.

3.) Examine and process all Sex Cases

(Rape, Crime against nature, efc.)
4.) Maintain and operate on a 24 hour

bases and Emergency Unit on the East-

bank and Westbank of the Parish.

5.) Examine and treat all prisoners housed

in the Jefferson Parish Prison when
ill.

From June 1st, 1956 through June 30th,
1958 for a period of two years under the
administration of Dr. Charles B. Odom the
Coroner's office has handled the following
cases: 573 Coroner's cases; 198 autopsies
performed; 311 committments to mental
hospitals; 42 sex cases, 745 prisoners given
medical treatment by Coroner's office and

3,858 ambulance and emergency unit calls
on both East and West Banks.

Since June 1, 1956 and during the ad-
ministration of Dr. Charles B. Odom many
improvements have been achieved such as
the old emergency units being replaced by
the purchase of two new Cadillac ambu-
lances and a new investigator car. The
emergency units are completely equipped
with two way radios and all medical sup-
plies along with oxygen, etc. The drivers
are fully trained in First Aid as is all Cor-
oner's personnel.

Just recently the Coroner’s Administration
office was moved into larger quarters locat-
ed on the 7th floor in the New Courthouse
Building in Gretna, Louisiana. Additions
such as a photography department and
finger printing equipment have also been
acquired since Dr. Odom’s administration
making it possible to take care of the needs
of Jefferson Parish.

At the present time plans are being com-
pleted to furnish a morgue now located in
the Parish Prison Building and soon to be in
full operation.

As Jefferson Parish grows and expands
so expands the services of the coroner’s of-
fice and staff.

Ph. HEmlock 9-9421

DELTIDE

Fishing & Rental Tools. Inc.

HARVEY, LOUISIANA

LAKE CHARLES, LA. PO SFOT LS MORGAN CITY, LA.
P. O. BOX 194 Fh. FO./6:0844 P. O, BOX 743
Phone 9068
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JEFFERSON PARISH takes care of
it's own in many ways...

December 21, 1957 Santa arrives
at Airport in Kenner

cry
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Children are permitted to choose
their own selection of toys, by the
time each child reaches the end of
the line at the distribution he has
received 11 items including toys,
new shoes, Pepsi Cola, candy,
oranges and many other items and
a good time is had by all.

LT -

Gala Christmas parade in Gretna,
December 21, 1957.
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By W. O. Turner
Pres. Louisiana Power & Light Co.

Being recast from an agrarian and fish-
ing economy to one of the most important
industrial centers in America is the phe-
nomenon of 409 square miles of South
Louisiana called Jefferson Parish.

This inferesting transfiguration has taken
place—almost entirely—in the 40 years
since World War .

Starting slowly and moving gingerly in
the first decade of this progress, Jefferson
Parish appeared to be living up fo its old
reputation as the “suburbs of New Or-
leans”, getting only a little spillover of in-
dustry from the city.

But with the discovery of vast oil re-
serves, coupled with other already known
natural resources. the parish took on a new
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look to industrialists and other business-
men . . . and perhaps more important, to
the people who were living in Jefferson.

Before examining the phenomenal in-
dustrial and commercial growth which has
been developing in Jefferson over the past
four decades, it is interesting to note a
little of the parish’s historical background
and what lay before the awakening of this
“sleeping giant along the Mississippi”.

Created as a parish February 11, 1825,
Jefferson was named for the fourth presi-
dent of the United States—Thomas Jeffer-
son. Like the state in which it is located,
Jefferson has two important distinct parts
—the East Bank and the West Bank, divid-
ed, of course, by the Mississippi River.




The West Bank, which is actually situ-
ated primarily on the south side of the
river, is more than 10 times the size of
the East Bank which is almost entirely
metropolitan.

Still the major part of the parish’s agri-
cultural economy, the West Bank now has
taken one the major share of the indus-
trial importance of the parish as well. Both
areas are connected by the Huey P. Long
Bridge, one of the longest and most im-
portant bridges in America.

In the West Bank area, the parish of
Jefferson strethches southward from the
Mississippi 65 miles to the Gulf of Mexico.
The lower half of this section is the bayou
country, sometimes known as the Bara-
taria area, which is most famous in history
as the haunt of Jean Lafitte and his band
of pirates.

Much truck farming is still in evidence
in the West Bank area, and terrapin farms
are spread over the marshes. The shrimp-
ing .and oyster industries are centered in
Jefferson, and the parish is the prominent
producer of these and other sea foods.

Jefferson’s rapid growth industrially, in
comparison with other sections of the stafe
including its neghbor, New Orleans, might
well be a fairy tale if the realities of today
were not the staring evidence that they
are.

The major industrial growth in Jeffer-
son has been since World War Il. Using
the power revenue figures of Louisiana
Power & Light Company, the parish has
slightly more than tripled its industrial ac-
tivity in the 12 years since 1945. This
tfremendous growth, of course, has been a
combination of new and expanded indus-
tries.

Although this industrial growth in Jef-
ferson has not been the only reason, it
certainly has been a major factor in the
600 per cent increase in residential and
commercial growth in the parish during
the same period.

The population of Jefferson, of course,
has not mushroomed to the 600 per cent
extent that power revenue figures have
done because much of this additional pow-
er consumption has been due to the in-
crease in use of appliances and electrical
equipment.

Population itself has been another im-
portant gauge in studying the industrial
and economic growth of Jefferson. From
1940, when Jefferson had 50,427 people,
to the end of 1945, the parish added more
than 17,000 people—a healthy growth,
but not the spectacular growth which was
to follow.

The 1950 census showed the parish pop-

ulation then stood at 103,873. The best
estimates of today (using statistics avail-
able at the end of 1957) indicate a popu-
lation of approximately 180,000 people.

And there are no visible signs of the
slowing of this growth. Rather, economic
and government studies of the parish indi-
cate that the industrial business growth of
the parish will continue to accelerate. A
population projection by Palmer & Baker
Engineers, Inc., the engineering firm for
Jefferson Parish, predicts the 1975 popu-
lation of Jefferson will be nearly 290,000.

Jefferson, as one of the four southern-
most parish in Louisiana, enjoys a mild
climate. The Gulf of Mexico's warm winds
and current make freezing weather a rari-
ty, especially in the southern portion of
the parish.

The alluvial soil, highly rich in mineral
content, covers many and valuable natural
resources. The parish is situated over one
of the largest natural gas fields in the
world, and its southern and off-shore re-
gions are rich in oil deposits.

Abundant quantities of sulphur, salt and
shells provide other natural resources for
manufacturing and processing industries in
the area.

Because of the abundance of natural gas,
Louisiana Power & Light Company has one
of its large stream-electric generating sta-
tions in Jefferson—at Ninemile Point near
Westwego and just across the Mississippi
River from New Orleans.

The plant, which is capable of produc-
ing 319,000 kilowatis, is one of the largest
in the South. Power generated there pro-
vides not only the rapidly growing re-
quirements of Jefferson, but also much of
South Louisiana and other portions of the
Middle South System which includes parts
of Mississippi and Arkansas as well as
Louisiana.

Cheap natural gas, also distributed in
Jefferson by Louisiana Power & Light Com-
pany, is the fuel used in most residences,
commercial establishments and industries.

But its most important resource, particu-
larly for industry, are the 300 billions gal-
lons of water which flow through Jeffer-
son daily. The great Mississippi, which
makes possible the commerce and much
of the industry of the area, provides almost
twice as much fresh water as the remain-
der of America uses for all purposes.

The shortage of fresh water has become
one of the critical problems for industry
throughout the nation, but Jefferson has
an abundance that probably can never be
fully utilized.

The nearly unlimited supply of water,
together with Jefferson’s natural resources
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One of the steel towers of LP&L’s big 230,000-volt line carrying power from the Company’s Snake Farm
Substation in East Jefferson across Lake Pontchartrain to Bogalusa. Jefferson Parish actually is one of
the most important “power hubs” in the South.
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LP&L’s new Southeastern Division Office in East Jefferson. It is located at Bridgedale on the New Or-
leans side of the Mississippi River at the foot of the Huey P. Long Bridge.

and geographical location, has brought
many industries to the parish.

Considered among the major industries
in Jefferson are: oil and gas producing and
refining, chemicals and petro-chemicals,
sea food processing and packing, meat and
food packing, dairy products, cooking oils,
lumber products, furniture manufacturing,
barrels, boxes and other wooden and pa-
per containers, boat and ship building and
marine repairs, manufacture of lubricants

and paints, boiler making and repairs,

valves and engine parts manufacturing and
distributing, manufacturing matches, and
processing fibers, oil well cementing, mak-
ing metal containers and cartons, galvaniz-
ing and fabricatin gsteel, making choco-
late products, making molasses and indus-
trial alcohol, the manufacture of rope, as-

phalt and pipe coatings, terminal facilities

for barges, ship cleaners, tank farms and
manufacture of steel containers.

More than 100 smaller indusiries, most

- of them serving the oil and gas industry,

are located along Harvey Canal.

The Continental Grain Co., a private
firm, already has announced plans for con-
structing in Jefferson a grain elevator capa-
ble of storing 2,500,000 bushels of grain.

Some of the major companies and the
products they manufacture or process in-
clude:

Southern Cotton Oil Co., cooking oils
and fats; Southern Shell Fish Co., Inc., sea
foods; American Cyanamid Co., chemicals;
Freiberg Mahogany Co., mahogany prod-
ucts; Bordon Co., dairy products; A-1 Boil-
er and Machine Words, Inc., boilers and
repairs; Alkyd Paint Co., paints.

American Creosote Works Inc.,, wood
preserving; American Liberty Marketing
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Co., tank storage; Armour Fertilizer Works,
fertilizers; Atlas Erection Co., buildings;
Atlas Lubricant Corp., lubricants; Avondale
Marine Ways, Inc., tugs, off-shore rigs,
marine repairs and enamel panels; B & H
Valve Co., valves.

The California Co., oil and gas proper-
ties; The Celotex Corporation, building
products; Clark Oil Refining Corp., petro-
leum products; Continental Can Co., Inc.,
metal containers and cartons; Christina lce
Service, ice service; Cutcher Canning Co.,
Inc., sea food packers; Davison Chemical
Co., fertilizers; Delta Fiber Mills, fibers;
Delta Match Corp., matiches.

Delta Petroleum Co. Inc.,, peiroleum
products; Delta Pipe Boiler Co., boilers;
DiMaggio Furniture Manufacturing Co.,
furniture; Evans Cooperage Co. Inc., bar-
rels; Friedrich’s Specialties, wood products
specialties; General Gas Corp., export tank
units; Allied Chemical & Dye Corp., chem-
icals; General Motors Corp., parts distribu-

.

tion depot.

George Engine Co. Inc., engines and
parts repairs; Green-Walker Galvanizing
Co. Inc., galvanized products; Gulf Refin-
ing Co., tank farm; Halliburton Qil Well
Cementing Co., oil well cementing; Inter-
nation Lubricant Corp., lube products; Ipik
Plywood Co., plywood products; Jahncke
Services, Inc., building materials; T. L.
James & Co. Inc., highway materials; Johns-
Manville Products Corp., building materials;
tile and pipe; Joslyn Manufacturing & Sup-
ply Co., pole line materials; Weyerhaeuser
Timber Co., containers.

Krim-Ko Corp., chocolate products; Koch-
Ellis Marine Contractors, Inc., heavy con-
struction (marine); E. B. Ludwig Inc., steel
buildings; MacMillan Petroleum Corp., pe-
troleum products; Ed Martin Sea Food Co.,
sea food packers; Nutrition Products Inc.,
food packers; Penick & Ford Ltd Inc., mo-
lasses; Plymouth Cordage Co., rope; Rath-
borne Land & Lumber Co., Inc., lumber and

Louisiana Power & Light Company's Ninemile Point Steam-Electric Generating Station near Westwego.

Capability of this plant is 319,000 kilowatts.
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One of LP&Ls new Skyworker, which makes maintenance of lines easier and safer.
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Steel framework for the housing of the new Perry Street Wharf looms upstream from the Mississippi
River Bridge. The wharf, first public wharf to be built by the Board of Commissioners of the Port of
New Orleans on the west bank of the river and in Jefferson Parish, is scheduled for completion in late
1958. Its pilings consist of hollow steel spiral pipe sunk two hundred feet into the river bottom and
then filled with concrete. A concrete deck has been applied and rail and truck ramps provided. The
wharf is 1010 feet long and will add two ship berths to the port's facilities. Total cost of the wharf
will be $4,000,000.

developers.

Rheem Manufacturing Co., steel contain-
ers; Robinson Canning Co., sea food pack-
ers; Continental Oil Co., pharmaceutical
base oils; Sinclair Refining Co. Inc., tank
farm; Stauffer Chemical Co., chemicals;
Sterling Ice Cream Co. Inc., ice cream;
Swift & Co., fertilizers; The Texas Company,
tank farm; National Gypsum Co., building
materials; U. S. Steel Corp., steel contain-
ers.

Underwood Glass Co., glass containers;
Westwego Seafood Corp., sea food pack-
ers; Commercial Solvents Corp., alcohol;
Celcure Wood Preserving Corporation of
Louvisiana, wood preservatives; New Or-
leans Cold Storage & Warehouse Co., Lid.,
refrigerated storage facilities; Charles Den-
nery Inc., confectionery supplies; Hill-Be-
han Lumber Co., lumber and supplies.

Nat Buring Packing Company of Louisi-
ana, Inc., meat packers; National Glaco Co.,
chemicals; R. B. Tyler Co., asphalt; Amer-
ican Box & Tag Co., boxes and tags; Hum-
ble Oil & Refining Co., oil production;
Thomas Jordan, Inc., barge terminal; Plas-
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tic Applicators, Inc., pipe coating; Rive:
Barge & Ship Cleaning Co., ship cleaners;
H. C. Price Co., pipe coaters; Hess Terminal
Corp., tank storage; J & L Steel Corp., steel
barrels; and R. B. Fowler, steel fabricators.

Along with its surging industrial expan-
sion and consequent economic progress,
Jefferson Parish recenily has established a
new parish-wide form of government, re-
placing its police jury system.

The new Jefferson governing body is
an elected Executive Council headed by a
parish president. Besides the president, it
consists of one councilman-at-large for the
entire parish, another councilman-at-large
for the East Bank, another- councilman-at-
large for the West Bank, and four council-
men, each elected from one of the four
council districts in the parish.

The president and all councilmen are
elected to four-year terms. The first four-
year term will begin in 1960. However,
the new form of government went into
effect in February, 1958, with the election
of Charles Spencer as president. His ad-
ministration will serve until the 1960 elec-
tion.

The new system of government carries
with it streamlined and efficient methods
of handling the growing governmental re-




sponsibilities of the parish. The new gov-
ernment is expected to be well-equipped
to handle Jefferson’s governmental prob-
lems of the future, and to assist industry
and business in their complex jobs of con-
tinuing fo develop the area and assure
Jefferson of a bright economic future.

Jefferson's government already has as-
sisted in many ways to plan the orderly
growth and development of both the East
and West Bank areas.

Probably the greatest impetus to further
progress is the new Mississippi River Bridge
which connects the West Bank with New
Orleans. The bridge has been completed,
and is now in use. Construction is still

ﬁﬁF'—‘

going on in providing new access thor-
oughfares to the important facility.

The longest bridge in the world connects
Jefferson Parish with St. Tammany Parish.
Traversing 24 miles of open water, the
Greater New Orleans Expressway spans
Lake Pontchartrain and is one of the new
“wonders of Louisiana”.

The new causeway provides a quick out-
let from Jefferson and New Orleans to the
Tangipahoa area and other parts of south-
east Llouisiana and South Mississippi. it
also has opened up the resort area of
Jefferson o much more of Louisiana.

Another highly important facility for the
continued growth of Jefferson is the pro-

The application of container linings by centrifugal force to the interior of steel shipping container
bodies is a recent development of the Rheem Manufacturing Company. It was recently installed at the
New Orleans plant on Jefferson Highway as well as all other Rheem domestic plants. The full auto-
matic mechanism is capable of achieving an unusually high degree of film uniformity in thickness through-
out the entire interior of the container. High quality, uniformity, consistency and high production rates
of lined containers are now a reality and products never before put in steel containers can now be

safely put into them.
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posed Jefferson Waterway from New Or-
leans to the Gulf—through Jefferson Par-
ish. If constructed, the canal would pro-
vide a shorter and better route for ship-
ping to and from the port which already
is the second largest in America.

New and adequate systems of high-
ways are being constructed in Jefferson to
take care of greatly increased traffic in the
parish, and to provide for the future. The
West Bank Expressway and the Harvey
Tunnel have been completed, and provide
a much-needed link in connecting the two
most important industrial sections of the
West Bank. This expressway will be ex-
tended later from its present terminus at
Westwego to Highway 90 near the Huey
P. Long Bridge.

Other public works projects to improve
transportation, provide for proper area
growth, and thorough economic develop-
ment are in planning stages, and designed
for the immediate future.

Because of its ideal location adjacent to
the Port of New Orleans. and indeed, even
being part of that port, Jefferson can look
to the future with a great deal of op-
timism.

Its natural resources and its progressive
people combine with its excellent geo-
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graphical location fo make the area one
of the most promising and successful in-
dustrial areas in the nation.

in looking to the future of Jefferson
Parish, W. O. Turner, president of Louisi-
ana Power & Light Company, recently had
this to say:

“Without doubt, Jefferson Parish enjoys
today one of the most enviable positions
in the Middle South area insofar as indus-
trial and economic growth are concerned.

“The importance of cheap, abundant
power continues to be of vital importance
to Jefferson and its citizens, for without it,
industrial progress is slowed, and eco-
nomic progress is, of course, keyed to that.
Jefferson, fortunate in being in the central
part of the rich Middle South Region, en-
joys a favorable position insofar as power
is concerned.

“Louisiana Power & Light Company is
making plans to make sure that Jefferson
and other parts of the Company's service
area not only retain that position, but to
increase its lead, proving that we are plan-
ning well for the future, and that Jeffer-
son and other parts of Louisiana Power &
Light Company’s service area are highly
desirable areas in which to locate and as-
sure progress.”

GENERAL MARINE CORP.

OIL FIELD CONTRACTORS

P. O. BOX 262 o FL 1-4283
PETERS ROAD e HARVEY, LA.




From Plantation to Busy Plant

In March 1952, a former sugar planta-
tion on the west bank of the Mississippi
River near Avondale buzzed with activity
as years of research and planning became
a reality.

Construction was begun on American
Cyanamid’'s multi-million dollar chemical
plant, which would produce acrylonitrile,
a versatile chemical compound for syn-
thetic fibers, rubbers, plastics and many
derivatives.

Cyanamid, 7th largest chemical company
in the U.S., chose its Jefferson Parish site
because of the abundant supply of water
from the Mississippi River and the avail-
ability of natural gas, the prime raw ma-
terial.

Natural gas is converted into acetylene
and then into acrylonitrile, in a complex
series of reactions, involving the support-
ing compounds of ammonia, hydrocyanic
acid and oxygen, which are all locally
manufactured.

In April 1956, construction was begun
to expand the existing facilities to double
the production capacity to 100 million

pounds of acrylonitrile per year. The con-
struction program will be completed dur-
ing the third quarter of 1958.

The total cost of the expansion including
the original investment will be approxi-
mately $90 million. A working force of
nearly 1000 people is the expected re-
quirement for the maintenance and opera-
tion of the expanded acrylonitrile process.

From Cyanamid’'s acrylonitrile has come
its own acrylic fiber, Creslan. The result
of over 15 years of Cyanamid research, it
will be manufactured in late 1958 in the
Company’s Santa Rose, Florida, Plant, now
under construction.

Currently producing nearly 6,000 prod-
ucts for farm, home, industry and medi-
cine, Cyanamid's first product was calcium
cyanamide, a nitrogen ferfilizer. Some 51
years later, Cyanamid, an international or-
ganization, employs 27,500 people, with
more than 40 manufacturing plants, three
major research centers, and partnerships in
seven associated companies. Its products
are sold in the United States, Canada and
80 foreign countries throughout the world.

INCORPORATED

3631 AIRLINE HIGHWAY

VErnon 5-1701

Specializing in JEFFERSON

Developers of

Ridgelake Addition — Woodland Acres — Severn Place
Royland Addition — Hazel Place — Highland Acres
Own Your Own Subdivision — St. Mary Subdivision

Upland Subdivision
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Federal and State Officials

Hon. Earl K. Long, Governor of the State of Louisiana

At left, top to bottom: Hon. Lether E. Frazar, Lieutenant Governor, State
of Louisiana; Hon. Jack P. F. Gremillion, Attorney-General; Hon. Nat B.

Knight, Jr., Louisiana Public Service Commission; and Hon. T. Hale

Boggs, Member of Congress, Second Louisiana Congressional District.
Bottom Center: Hon. Allen J. Ellender, United States Senator from
Lovisiana. Bottom right: Hon. Russell B. Long, United States Senator
from Louisiana.
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Parish and District Officials

At right, top to bottom: Hon. Alvin T. Stumpf, Louisiana State Senator,
Tenth Senatorial District; Hon. James E. Beeson, State Representative;
Hon. John F. Rau, Jr., State Representative; Hon. William Justice, Jr.,
Clerk of Court; Hon. Vernon J. Wilty, Jr., Assessor; and Dr. Charles B.
Odom, Coroner.
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Court Officials

On left: Top, Hon. Leo W. McCune, middle,
Hon. L. Julian Samuel, bottom, Hon. John C.
Boutall, Judges of the 24th Judicial District
Court. Center: Top, Hon. L. Robert Rivarde,
Judge Ad Hoc, 24th Judicial District Court.
Bottom, Hon. Frank H. Langridge, District
Attorney.

On Right: Top, Hon. Waverly A. Henning,
First Assistant District Attorney; second from
top, Hon. Nestor L. Currault, Second Assist-
ant District Attorney; third from top, Hon.
Richard A. Thalheim, Third Assistant District
Attorney; bottom, Hon. A. J. Graffagnino,
Fourth Assistant District Attorney.




*
Regardless of Make
or Model of Car...We
Can Service it!

* Wrecks Rebuilt

* Steering Wheel
Alignment

* Motor Service
and Refinishing

* Goodyear Tires

M PAINTING amd
REPAIRING €O..inc.
24 HOUR 5852 SERVICE

* H. L. "Bob” Boyle, Pres.

* 1725 DUFOSSAT AT DRYADES
TWinbrook 5-4801

I
SOUTHERN STATES

EQUIPMENT CO., INC.

SALES AND RENTAL
CONTRACTORS EQUIPMENT

HOISTS & DERRICKS

BINS, BUCKETS

FORMS, TRUCXMIXERS

ROLLERS

VIBRATORS

PUMPS & AIR COMPRESSORS
GAS ENGINES, MIXERMOBILE
SCOOPMOBILES, AIRTOOLS
ASPHALT EXPANSION JOINTS
CRANES, PRIME MOVER BUGGIES

425 Celeste St.
New Orleans, La

MANY ADVANTAGES

The New Orleans area offers a veritable storshouse of natural resources . . . natural gas, the
hot-burning, versatile fuel . . . abundemt water supply with the Mississippi River as the source . . .
unexcelled fransportation, comprising trunkline railroads, barge lines, coastwise and overseas
steamship services, motor transport, foreign and domestic ‘air routes . . . profitable domestic and

foreign markets . . .
American born.

Where else can you find all these advantages?
Chamber of Commerce

of the New Orleans Area
315 Camp Street

ample labor that is skilled, productive, efficlent, dependable and 97%

SEND YOUR

RADIOGRAMS "Vicl TROP'CAL"

FAST. ACCURATE AND RELIABLE SERVICE TO—

ARGENTINA CUBA
BAHAMAS EL SALVADOR
BRAZIL GUATEMALA
BRITISH HONDURAS HONDURAS
COLOMBIA JAMAICA

« COSTA RICA NICARAGUA

TROPICAL RADIO TELEGRAPH COMPANY

EXpress 3261

PANAMA
PARAGUAY
PUERTO RICO
URUGUAY
VENEZUELA
SHIPS AT SEA




A Study In The Amazing Contrasts
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‘way back when . . .

HARVEY CANAL

By JIM SHARP

The story—and the history—of Jefferson
unfolds itself dramatically to those who
voyage down the Harvey Canal and the
Intracoastal Waterway from the Mississippi

River to Grand lsle.

The history unfolds in reverse: Beginning
at the Harvey lock and surrounded by the
scores of industries which are the frade-
mark of modern Jefferson, and moving
down the waterway through vistas which
have changed very little for decades,
marked by moss-hung oaks which border
the dark bayou water. At the end of the
waterway, where it meets the deep, blue
water of the Gulf of Mexico, is Grand Isle,
52 miles from Harvey, still rooted in more
than 250 years of romantic—and at times,
violent—history.

The contrast between today and yester-
year observed during this water passage is
so abrupt that it is difficult to realize that
the two worlds are part of the same com-
munity and are, geographically, so close.
Standing at Harvey lock, knowing that it
is more than 110 miles down the Missis-
sippi fo Southwest Pass, it is surprising to
remember that the Gulf lies less than half
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the river distance away if one follows the
waterways of Jefferson Parish.

On the other hand, little imagination is
needed to redlize, on lookihg south from
Harvey lock, that here is one of the most
concentrated industrial complexes in the
Deep South.

Along the first few miles of waterway,
from the lock South, are some 165 estab-
lishments, most of them related te the
petroleum industry. Some build and re-
pair barges, others fabricate special pipes,
fishing tools and other oil field equipment.
Others warehouse oil field supplies, still
others store petroleum products or provide
power for the hundreds of small craft—
tugs, crew boats and the like—which give
the oil industry mobility.

The services rendered by these indus-
tries range in scope from purely local to
providing a given facility for the entire
Gulf Coast area, or for export.




Time, dollars, ambition, brains, hard work, necessity and progress have made a difference .

you see the Harvey Locks as they are today.

The complex is closely related to the
activity offshore in the Gulf, where instal-
lations uniquely suited to their tasks are
developing vast resources of not only petro-
leum but sulphur. This offshore treasure
chest contains the largest oil field in North
America and also the continent’s largest
single sulphur field.

Officials of the Harvey Canal Industrial
Association estimate that their area, fto-
gether with the offshore developments of
Jefferson Parish, is responsible for adding
over $50 million in annual payroll to the
prosperity of our community.

The association is typical of the more en-
lightened modern industrialism. Recently,
when parish funds were inadequate for the
paving of Peters Road, chief artery of the
Harvey Canal area, members of the associa-
tion paid a large portion of the costs. Pres-
ently, the association has pledged itself to
the maintenance of a public plaza on the
canal at a point directly above the Harvey
tunnel which speeds ftraffic on four lanes
along the Westbank Expressway and under
the waterway.

. « Here

Negotiations are under way, with every
indication of success, to obtain a long-term
lease on the plaza site from the Louisiana
Department of Highways, owners of the
property who are prohibited by law from
disposing of the land in question.

The plaza is envisaged as much more
than an aftractive, landscaped way station
for the casual visitor. In the words of
Captain James Ayres, head of the Ayres
Materials Company, Inc., and a moving spirit
in many public-spirited ventures, including
the plaza, the purpose is:

“"To obtain and develop this site as a
place where small craft can dock to em-
bark visitors on informative tours of the
canal industries and the historic sections of
the waterway further downstream at La-
fitte, Barataria and Grand Isle.”

“It is especially important that we carry
through on the present site, because this is
the last one obtainable for public use on
the waterway.”

“The plaza can be used to sell visitors
who are potential investors in still more
industry and commerce for our area on our
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advantages as well as on the extent 1o
which the Harvey Canal is already develop-
ed. We feel that, in this and other con-
nections, it is an excellent investment in
the future. That is why the association has
assumed the responsibility of maintaining
the plaza and of soliciting the aid of several
civic clubs in underwriting the venture.”

The spirit of co-operation which exists
among the industries along the waterway
was demonstrated to the staff of the Jef-
ferson Parish firms asking for information
about each. Some two-score replied in wrif-
ing, others verbally. Several not only co-
operated but voiced strong enthusiasm
about being a part of the Harvey Canal
picture.

For example, a firm engaged in marine
repair and construction and which has been
in business on the canal since the fall of
1956, was asked about plans for expansion.

Their reply was an opfimistic comment
of, “All. we can say here, is, definitely!”
And officials of the growing venture added
this comment:

“During our first year of business we
reached the maximum of our estimated
expected business volume goals. Business
has been good enough to warrant invest-
ment in a small drydock, additions and im-
provements fo our other facilities.”

Another firm, engaged in the manu-
facture and reconditioning of steel drums,
largely for the export market, says of its
plans for the future: “We plan to confinue
our expansion gradually as in the past.”

A majority of the firms along the Canal
were founded after World War I, coinci-
dent with the upsurge in traffic on the In-
tracoastal Waterway and with the burgeon-
ing South Louisiana oil industry. But sev-
eral of the firms which are still among the
leaders, including, of course, various
petroleum companies, pioneered the area
several years before the war.

One of these earlier arrivals was the
Intracoastal Terminal, engaged in oil field
storage. The founding and growth of the
firm is remarkable not only because it was
one of the earlier ventures, but because
it was created by a leader who had faith
in the area and was able fo visualize its
potential long before most could do so.

This man was the late C. O. Hooper who
started the Intracoastal in 1936 and who
had been earlier a railroad civil engineer,
land developer and industrial construction
contractar.

His associates have provided the follow-
ing comment on Mr. Hooper:

“He was a developer. It was he who
personally made the surveys and maps
necessary in tHe transformation of the banks
of the Harvey Canal from a soggy wood-
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land pasture into a complex industrial sub-
division. With one or two minor excepfions,
no industrial plants had located before Mr.
Hooper's efforts. Personally, he supervised
the planning, draining, and subdividing of
much of the section.”

“It was he who envisioned and planned
and promoted Peters Road. Much of the
credit for building the present day railroad
spur—Hooper’s Spur . . . along the Gretna
side of the canal, belongs to him.”

Since his death, operation of the firm
has been carried on by his sons, Lewis E.
and John C. Hooper. The company, em-
ploying some 80 persons, has three modern
warehouses, and a storage area for pipe
and other materials of 45 acres.

Along with Captain Jimmy Ayers, anoth-
er pioneer on Harvey Canal, are numerous
firms such as Associated Qil Field Rentals;
Black Sivalls & Bryson, Bell Transportation
Co.; Robicheaux Brothers, National Tank
Company; Standard Supply and Intracoastal
Terminals Corp.; these are located in Ayers
immediate vicinity. In addition to many
new businesses and enlargement of estab-
lished firms, the area on both sides of the
canal has shown a steady increase of resi-
dences with stores and shops to accommo-
date this growth.

Such is the story of the first few miles
of the waterway: The development of a
canal into a major industrial and commercial
area which provides much of the bread
and butter of Jefferson's West Bank.

The story of the succeeding miles, pro-
ceeding South toward the Gulf, differs
greatly. To obtain this story, the Review
was assisted by the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, the department
providing a cruiser for the trip from Har-
vey lock to Grand Isle. Once beyond the
industrial area, the boat's forefoot cut a
gentle bow wave through waters that
scarcely changed since the first Acadian
settlers chose their homesites on the banks
of storied Bayou Barataria. Beyond the
commercial area, Harvey Canal gives way
to the bayou, which retains its name despite
the fact that it is for several miles part of
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Shown here is another photograph taken below the Locks looking South showing the tremendous
growth of this area. This growth is continuing and perhaps with improvements and developments plan-
ned will reach the entire length of this very important waterway making what is beginning to be an
internationally known asset to shipping and industry—a world wide contribution to good will.

the Intracoastal system.

Most of the plain—many unpainted—
little houses along the waterway have their
own landings, occasionally their own boat-
house and even, now and then, an im-
provised small craft way. Moss fops, and
dominates, much of the vegetation. From
the bayou, there is little to remind the
visitor that this country, too, is part of the
twentieth century. A sense of deep quiet
hangs over the country, a section which
becomes increasingly more water than land
as one moves south.

It would not come as a great surprise—
unless an oil derrick or tank tarm in sight
—to encounter an early Acadian dressed in
the costume of the Eighteenth Century as
he paddled his home-built dugout pirogue.

But aside from the patois French of the
bayou country, there is abundance of mod-
ern-day America once one walks the few
hundred feet from bayou to highway in
the Lafitte-Barataria area. Many of the men
here still make their living trapping, fish-
ing and farming as their forebears did two

56

centuries, but their tools are those of fto-
day. Modern roads, appliances and com-
forts are universally apparent.

This is the second year the people of the
area have been enjoying their own water
and natural gas supply, utilities owned and
operated locally at the public level.
Strangely, the Lafitte-Barataria area had for

years sat atop a huge gas field while resi-.

dents imported bottled gas for their domes-
tic needs.

A maze of felevision aerials surmount the
houses and a galaxy of shiny automobiles
enliven the front yards. Yes, the deep
bayou country has gone modern, but not
the bayou itself.

The waterway and its countless related
smaller bayous, lakes and backwaters re-
main a major source of food for the folk of
the area. Under the surface swim for the
taking crabs—hard, soft and shedder—an
excellent variety of edible fish and, in
Grand Lake, flourishing oyster beds.

On the praries bordering the bayou and
its tributaries are muskrat in abundance,




Above is a piciure taken September 4, 1951. It would be hard to visualize that the lower picture is
the same area in which Ayers Materials Company, Inc., started. In the lower picture are a part of the
many firms now located on the Harvey Canal in addition to Ayers Materials.
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Another vast industry on the Harvey Canal, Shell Oil Company’s marine terminal and warehouse. It
occupies 17 acres and has a 1000-foot steel pile bulkhead where barges load and unload. The pipe
yard has a capacity of 30,000 tons of pipe, which is handled by a 25-ton diesel railroad crane. Other
facilities are a 12,000-square-foot warehouse, an exploration department building used to store well
cores and special vehicles, and a building containing offices, a radio equipment repair shop, land
department survey vehicle shop, and a well-logging instrument repair and storage room.

yielding a quick money crop during the
brief winter season. Even the storied
moss which hangs heavily—sometimes al-
most to the surface of the water—from the
trees along the banks of the bayous is the
raw material of a minor indusiry.

Once the Wildlife and Fisheries cruiser
moves below the Lafitte-Barataria area the
waterway becomes even more dominant.
It not only is the bread-basket but is the
highway, the key to communications into
and across Grand Lake to Grand Isle and
all the bordering environs. The pirogue
remains the jalopy of the waterways, sup-
plemented by home constructed craft, most
notably the seaworthy, husky Lafitte Skiff.
The latter craft, of course, originally had
the general lines of a skiff but has become,
in recent years, a larger boat measuring up
to lengths well over 30 feet. Year by
year, it has taken on new lines, notably a
V-Bow and forward section which sweeps
back into a flat bottom stern, giving it im-
pressive speed as well as sea-keeping
characteristics.

Many of the smaller work boats—shrimp
and oyster luggers—one passes on the
‘cruise toward Grand Isle are home-grown,
too and have changed little over several
decades.

And except for the ingenious devices of
the oil exploration and production crews
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there are no new sights along the bayou.

A sense of primitive loneliness prevades
the country in the lower reaches of the
bayous and the watery prairie seems end-
less as the eye reaches for miles over the
beam of the cruiser to the far, misty hori-
zon. This land was once a part of the solid
continent, 100 miles inland from the con-
tinental shelf and later was overrun by the
tides and storms of the Gulf of Mexico. In
more recent eras, the prairies have built up
so that today a skilled man can walk across
much of their frembling surfaces.

Grand Lake, itself, separating the prairies
from the country below Lafitte from Grand
Isle, is a shallow arm of the Gulf, generally
calm but capable of being lashed to sudden
fury by even moderate winds.

At the southern shore is Grand Isle, bor-
dered on the east by a deep pass in which
tidal currents run fast and where hundreds
of porpoise can be seen in a few hours as
they feed on the abundant life brought in
from the Gulf.

Grand lsle is at once an excelleht resort
for the fisherman and bather and a reposi-
tory for the customs, habits and traditions
of the past. Many of the families trace
their ancesfors back to the men of Jean
Lafitte and his romantically piratical crew
and a crumbling cemetery on the island
attests the validity of this heritage.




Two major thoroughfares meet

Once each year, during the Grand Isle
Tarpon Rodeo held in July, the island
erupts into four days of strenuous, over-
crowded activity. Hundreds of fishermen,
many from far places, embark in craft
ranging in size from outboard hulls to twin-
engine seagoing cruisers to compete for
prizes.

National authorities list Grand Isle
waters among the 10 finest fishing areas
in North America. And the establishment
of oil—and now, sulphur—rigs for sev-
eral miles offshore into the Gulf has aug-
mented the fishing by attracting huge

. without being a dangerous intersection. At this point the
West Bank expressway dives under the Harvey Canal. One of many engineering accomplishments
in Jefferson Parish, the Harvey tunnel was opened for traffic September 5th, 1957.

schools of Marine life, concentrating them
around the rigs.

During the 1958 Rodeo several varities
of fish were caught which had not been
observed before in these waters. These
include several sailfish, wahoo and two
varieties of tuna.

It is a far cry from this deep bayou coun-
try to the din of industrial productivity
along the northern portion of the water-
way, the Harvey Canal. But the far cry
serves principally to emphasize the striking
variety of the land which is Jefferson
Parish.



Snaps of the Annvual

Pirogue race and the
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Left, the two champions, Gerald LeBlanc and Mrs. Charles
Myers, Ir.
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Shell Oil Company’s marine warehouse and pipe yard on the Harvey Canal is equipped with a 25-ton
diesel railroad crane for handling various sizes of pipe in the yard.

Parts Department and office of George Engine Company, Inc., on the west side of Harvey Canal.
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At left; loading a drawworks on
offshore  structure of Rowan
Drilling Co., Inc., at Hunt Tool
Company's yard on the east side
of Harvey Canal. Below; stacks
and stacks of lumber. In the
background are some of the big
timbers used for constructing
tank batteries and bulkheads. The
12x12"s on the yard of Har-
vey Lumber & Supply Company,
Inc., on the east bank of Harvey
Canal are creosoted Southern
yellow pine.
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At right: Packing and weighing
of shrimp at Southern Shell Fish
Company, Inc., the largest can-
ner of shrimp and oysters in the
world. Brine will be added to
the shrimp before the cans are
sealed and put in high pressure
cooker for processing. The South-
ern Shell Fish plant and office is
on the west side of Harvey Can-
al, as seen through the nets and
outriggers of deep sea shrimp
trawlers in lower picture.
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Akeprit:

on the

Past, Present and Future

Program
of the

JEFFERSON PARISH
PLANNING AND ZONING

By CLYDE BOURG

This article is written to acquaint you
with Planning Commission activities. Your
interest and participation are invited. This
is your planning program. The Planning
Commission is your instrument to help you
shape your future. Planning together and
working together we can provide “better
living for all” in Jefferson Parish. The fac-

66

COMMISSION

EOIS, SR., Chairman

tual background has been established by
our planners. They are projecting demands
and services into the future so that, with
your help, we may plan and build, not
for today, but for today and tomorrow
for the great future that is evolving within
our boundaries.




A Land of Bright Future

Water, land, sunshine, chemicals, petro-
leums, seafood, natural fuel. These are
common to many communities, but with
these tools, the people of Jefferson have
built an amazing complex of industry,
trade, and economic progress, and yet
have not submerged the characteristics and
amenities that will keep Jefferson great.

Jefferson is a great place in which to
live, to work, and to raise a family. It is
a place of enterprise, of busy people, of
bustling industry, of vital, vibrant com-
merce, of hard-hitting, aggressive com-
munity endeavor. |t is a place of carefree
spirit, of open spaces, of salt water, air,
and sunshine, of boating and fishing, ten-
nis and golf, and of a parade or festival
at the drop of & hat. It is a place of tfradi-
tion, of magnolias, moonlight, the Missis-
sippi River, shrimp boats, bayous, south-
ern drawl, cajun paios, gumbo, and craw-
fish bisque.

Politics is its hobby, progress its voca-
tion, living its avocation.

Out of the complex is emerging a co-
ordinated effort to apply intelligent fore-
sight to community growth—to encourage
its enferprise, to profect its carefree spirit
and to preserve its traditions.

Seven years ago the first organized ef-
fort to start a planning program was ini-
tiated. The problem was a unique one
requiring a comprehensive approach. There
was no central Parish engineering office
fo serve as a source of information. The
area had changed from a rural to a metro-
politan indusirial community in the span
of a few years, and like Topsy “it had just
growed”. There was no plan, yet it was
an uphill battle to convince some people
that Planning and Zoning was necessary
and that the expenditure would be justi-
fied. Many people did not know what was
meant by Planning and Zoning. Many peo-
ple—today—do not know.

It took argument, persuasion, and pres-
sures. |t took legislation and cooperation
among diverse interests. It fook money.
And it took five years. But it was done.

Our Planners have been working since
September, 1956, on an extensive research
program, or inventory, to find out the raw
material available. Those raw materials
are the things that are being molded into
the final plan. The program will be done
in several phases. The first phase will
end December 31, 1958.

We have just begun, but we're on our
way!




Below: an

an excellent sign of progress.

Above: newly constructed homes in Garden Park Addition,

churches,

a with shopping center,

,000 homes complet

aerial view of Airline Park, a community of over 1

schools, medical center and playgrounds.




LOUISIANA’S LARGEST

AUDITED (ABC) WEEKLY NEWSPAPER!

JEFFERSON
PARISH TIMES

OFFICIAL JOURNAL FOR THE
PARISH OF JEFFERSON
CITY OF KENNER — CITY OF HARAHAN
METAIRIE, LA.

GROWING WITH
LOUISIANA"'S
FASTEST GROWING

PARISH

SAMUEL D. REEKS ZEPHYR REEKS
Editor & Publisher Asso, Editor & Publisher

ESTABLISHED 1944
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MANUFACTURERS OF MOTOR, MARINE
AND INDUSTRIAL LUBRICANTS

BARRELING AND BLENDING SERVICE

DELTA PETROLEUM COMPANY, INC.

P. O. BOX 7335 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

JOSEPH RATHBORNE LAND AND
LUMBER (0., INC.

OFFERS FOR LEASE INDUSTRIAL SITES
ON AND ADJACENT TO
THE INTRACOASTAL CANAL
TELEPHONE 3 MILES FROM NEW ORLEANS BOX 157

FOrest 6-9623 AIR CONDITIONED MODERN OFFICE SPACE HARVEY, LA.

ALVIN T. STUMPF, Proprietor
JOHN STUMPFS SON

ESTABLISHED 1876

\4

Manufacturers of

MAGIC HOODOO PRODUCTS

DISINFECTANTS — INSECTICIDES — REPELLENTS — POLISHES AND WAXES
PINE OILS — SOAPS — SANITARY SUPPLIES
RUST-A-WAY — It Removes Rust Spots From Most Everything

A

PHONE FOREST 12007 P. O. BOX 29

GRETNA, LA,

AWARDED WORLD'S MEDAL
LOOK for the Stump on Every Package
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Planning . . . the Why

Growth brings "problems. Here in Jef-
ferson we have seen rapid growth. The
larger and more rapidly we have grown,
the greater and more complex have be-
come our problems. More people, busi-
ness and ftraffic have required more
houses, streets, parks, and utilities. We
have learned that our welfare is infimate-
ly associated with that of our neighbor
next door and in adjacent areas. We have
seen growth — we have benefited — we
have learned the importance of foreseeing
what our needs will be and what they
will cost. We have learned that it pays to
plan.

Planning has to be a thing of economic
considerations. It must establish needs and
it must give an idea of cost to obtain those
needs.

But it has to be more than that. There
are other considerations—kids playing in
their neighborhood, in an area free from
through traffic, near a park or playground
away from the smoke of factories, the
noise of industry, and the influence of
slums. It must provide a street system that
will permit the salesman to make addi-

tional calls in less time, to let workers get
to and from work smoothly, quickly and
safely, to bring the school or shopping
closer in time to your front door and fo
provide parking space where needed.

If Jefferson is to prosper it must hold
its own in a competitive business—the
fight to attract major industry. Through
foresight—the development of effective
zoning, good traffic flow and control, up-
to-date commercial centers, planned indus-
trial areas, well-kept, attractive residential
sections, and a sound master plan, the
additional payrolls of new industry can be
attracted.

The end result of good planning is bet-
ter living for all.

The How .

Our objective—"better living for all"—
is the assurance of maximum benefits to
all the people of an area, and the insur-
ance of public and private investment
through the economical use of resources,
prevention of duplication and waste, and
enhancement of property values.

The comprehensive plan to accomplish
this objective is reached by three steps.

Surveys

THE ECONOMIC SITUATION -
TRANSPORTATION & TRAFFIC
THE USES OF LAND
THE DISTRIBUTION OF PEOPLE

Inventory

REPORTS

MAPS - CHARTS - PICTURES
DESCRIPTION

THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

We are now in the third step. The next péges show some elements of the plan
our planners have prepared for us and which we have submitted to the people

and the Parish.
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S-‘ “EE-‘ S This covers the past, present and future
of the Parish network of major streets.

It takes into account parking, street carry-

o na ing capacity, congestion, and shows de-
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COMMISSION sire Irngs of travel. It is a major road
way guide to the future.
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RECOMMENDED

MAJOR STREET PLAN

This map, part of the major Street Re-
port, is a plan showing the framework
of roadway systems for Jlefferson to
carry quickly and safely the traffic an-
ticipated for 1975. It will be revised
annually to keep abreast of any develop-
ments which might affect future needs.

-

This, a definitive ordinance, limits the !
density of population to desirable con-
centration, regulates the use of land and /
establishes the desirable intensity of land

use for maximum advantage. It includes /
maps, definitions and regulations.

SHAPE

onpiBARES

i _ of the
— FUTURE

“Shape of the Future”, ‘an economic ic Study
study, gives an analysis of natural rec- M&W e
ommendations for rail, port and industrial Jefferson Parish, Louisiana
development possibilities, and predicts e
your economic life in 1975. e T i O
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In the Making . . .

The origin and destination survey s
made by interviewing people in their
homes and cars by personal and roadside
interviews to determine whether they
want to go and where they start from.

E The collected information, cast as desire
]" e | lines of travel, helps determine the major
> i - street plan.
' i VE
e | -
e -

These reports, collectively, represent a
survey and analysis of the existing street
system and report on its functioning and
ability to do its job. Individually they
concern matters related, but of interest
to different Parish officials as the Sheriff,
Road Superintendent, etc.

PARISH < JEFFERSON, LA

[raffic
- Accidents

PALMER AND BAKER ENGINEERS INC
Consulting Enginaers
Metairie Lo Washington DC  Mabile Ao

Ve

Sl

The 1975 distribution of population and
use of land for industry, commercial and
residential use, as it will be developed
under the Zoning Ordinance is predicted.
This is a study of the environment of
the future,

The reports shown here are some of the
elements of the “Comprehensive Plan.
Additional reports will be published
soon. Planning, to create “better living
for all”, is a continuing, endless job.
Our planners are working for your fu-
ture as you read this.
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PALMER AND BAKER
ENGINEERS, INC.

® CONSULTING ENGINEERS
¢ INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERS
® CITY PLANNERS

\4

SOUTHERN LABORATORIES,
INC.

® MATERIALS CONTROL & TESTING
® SOILS SAMPLING & ANALYSIS
® CHEMICAL ANALYSIS & RESEARCH

\4

JEFFERSON PARISH OFFICE

3004 JEFFERSON HIGHWAY

OTHER OFFICES

MOBILE, ALA. WASHINGTON, D. C.

LABORATORIES — JEFFERSON PARISH - MOBILE
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The Commission and its
Staff in Action

During our first year of operation, we on
the Commission learned much about plan-
ning. We found that planning is a slow,
hard, but a thoroughly rewarding job. It
is contagious and so worthwhile that the
hard work and long hours were well spent.
For instance, in the first year we held 32
business meetings involving 134 hours of
formal sessions. We held 9 Hearings last-
ing 28 hours and requiring 236 miles of
travel. We spent much of our personal
time in making inspections, on the site,
of pending subdivision or building permit
matters in order that we might be better
qualified fo act upon the matters at our
meetings. We processed 304 subdivisions

and re-subdivisions and reviewed and act-
ed upon 324 building permits. We spoke
before civic bodies, met with the govern-
ing body of the Parish, and conferred with
various interested groups.

Our Commission is made up of a fine
conscientious group of men who are seri-
ous about their job and who are deter-
mined to give our Parish the kind of plan
that will insure a good future with “better
living for all”. We know we're on the
right track and intend to stay there. Serv-
ing with me are Mr. James Culotta, a
builder and developer of subdivisions and
shopping centers, Mr. Percy Goldenberg,
an executive and 40-year employee of the
L & N Railroad, Mr. Richard McCarthy, Vice-
President of Gulf States Land and Indus-
tries, Inc., which is developing a new city
at Belle Point and Reserve, and Mr. Victor
Phillips, a business man, supplying build-
ing materials to the construction industry.

At left: Mr. A. J. Graffagnino, attorney fto the
Jefferson Parish Planning and Zoning Commission.
Above: Mrs. Carl H. Kraak, secretary to the Jeffer-
son Parish Planning and Zoning Commission.

Jefferson Parish Planning and Zoning Commission—from left to right are: Victor Phillips, member;
James J. Cullotta, vice-chairman; Clyde Bourgeois, chairman; Percy Goldenberg, secretary; and Richard
McCarthy, Jr., member.
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Mr. Ross Centanni, a salesman and long-
time resident of the West Bank, served
with us until his untimely death in an au-
tomobile accident. His contribution to our
efforts were considerable and his ready
wit and unfailing good humor, even after
hours of tedious deliberations, have been
missed by all of us. We feel we are for-
tunate in that with my experience in real
estate and the experience in construction,
big business, site development, services
and small business possessed by other
members of the Commission, we have
been able to keep our perspective and act
intelligently on a variety of things sub-
mitted to us.

In addition to the five members, our

Executive group of Palmer
and Baker Englneers, Inc,,
reading from left to right:
Lathrop B. Craig, planning
engineer; Col, C. T. Tench,
vice president; George F.
Williamson, contracting en-
gineer; and Abner H. Beard,
assistant chief engineer for
design.

secretary, Mrs. Letitia Kraak, our attorney,
Mr. A. J. Graffagnino and our planners,
Palmer and Baker Engineers, Inc., attended
each meeting and each hearing. The secre-
tary, a full time employee, records the
minutes, handles all correspondence, proc-
esses all matters acted upon by the Com-
mission, and is in her office daily to serve
the public. The attorney does the legal
research to insure that all acts, reports, and
decisions of the Commission conform to
the law under which the Commission is
operating, and that all matters submitted
by the Commission to the governing body
are ready for adoption or appropriate ac-
tion. He is on continuing call to advise the
Commission on legal matters. The Plan-

" B

Palmer and Baker engineers study maps of Jefferson Parish.
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ners, in addition to their full time job of
preparing the plans, reports, maps, and
other data submitted for Commission ap-
proval are also on continuing call to advise
on planning matters and fo recommend to
the Commission.

Our planners are at work on your plan.
They work full time. Their job includes
careful surveys and inventories of re-
sources, an analysis, and an appraisal, so
that the resulting considered opinion comes
forth as a plan presented in the various
forms already shown.

n the surface their job has to do with
physical things, streets and sewers, parks
and playgrounds, homes and schools. The
real significance of their job, though, lies
much deeper—a proper plan has a power-
ful influence for good upon the mental
and moral development of the people. It
is the firm base for the building of a happy
and healthy community.

Their's is the responsibility of furnishing
us with recommendations and supporting
data. We reach our decisions through
careful review of the Planner’s recommen-
dations and thoughtful consideration of
public expressions to make in hearings or
at our meetings. Our decisions, to be
sound, must reflect the thinking of our
Planners, our Commission and the people.

Our Planners were chosen wisely. They
are experienced and practical professionals
who have had a great part in shaping the
future of many communities. In particular,
Palmer and Baker Engineers, Inc. is a
firmly established company in Jefferson.

Its Planners live in the Parish, make their
homes here, and have a personal stake,
along with you and I, in our future.

Your Role in Planning

A planning program, to be effective,
must consist of more than reports, maps,
and the like. It must be a thing of regula-
tions and ordinances which are enforced.
It must be understood and accepted so
that enforcement is practicable. Under-
standing and acceptance come through co-
operation between the planners, the poli-
ticians and the people—through education
by the planners, administration by the poli-
ticians, and participation by the people.

You have a stake in the work being done
and the plans being made for Jefferson.
You have a right to know what is going on.
You are urged to take part in the pro-
gram. It is—at the same time—an oppor-
tunity and a responsibility.

Visit the meetings of the Planning Com-
mission. More important, attend the spe-
cial hearings or join an area development
council. We need and want your help.

We want your review of and reaction
to our plans in progress. We want you to
voice your ideas fo help us, through sound
planning create “better living for all” in
Jefferson.

As you can see, we have embarked.
upon a stupendous undertaking. Bear in
mind that the Parish is divided by the
Mississippi River into two separate worlds,
each with its own characteristics, its own

“ ’ e i
. y S =

The drafting room at Palmer and Baker is a busy community formulating plans and detailed maps for

the Planning and Zoning Commission. The paper work here is an important step toward the future

prosperity of Jefferson Parish.
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interests, and its own way of life. The
ever increasing tendency to suburban liv-
ing, the increasing problem of providing
for the needs of a rapidly growing popu-
lation and the accelerated pace of living
with increased industrialization are but a
few of the factors that aggravate the prob-
lem—but make its solution mandatory! It
is not a problem to be solved by the lvory
Tower boys who produce pretty pictures.
This problem can be solved only the hard
way and only by practical planners who
are familiar with the area and know its
people and its character. It can be solved
only through your participation. There is
much of economic strain and political hard-
ship and downright hard work ahead in a
rapidly developing area such as ours—but
by unified action we will succeed. But we
must advance and advance rapidly. There
can be no delays, lest our problems ac-
cumulate and pile up to overwhelm us.
The advance of society into new areas is
ruthless. You are either ready or the fu-
ture passes you by. We are fortunate in
having an excellent staff to devote to the
solution. We, our staff and you, are citi-

zens of Jefferson Parish and have a per-
sonal as well as professional interest in
doing the best job that can be done. We
are raising our children in this Parish and
want to assure their future happiness and
prosperity.

The Challenge

But none of us can rest here. In this
driving, vital Parish of Jefferson there is
still so much to be done—not only in more
and more adequate traffic facilities to open
all of your residential and commercial po-
tentials, but in providing and coordinating
all of those multiple municipal services
that are demanded by a modern society.

We must continue our Planning Program.
We must keep it alive. We must plan for
the new. We must constantly revise our
work and keep abreast of the times. We
must maintain a force of planners capable
of keeping our program up-to-date.

We must keep before us the words
carved on the Archives Building in our
national Capitol: “The Past is but Pre-
lude”.

RESOURCES

Cash and Due from Banks ....... $111,281,163.06
U. 5. Government Obligations _ 110,181,533.56

State, Municipal and Other Public
Bonds ____ 21,192,310.24

Other Bond and Securities ... 839,461.97
Leans and Discounts . 201,865,728.87
Bank Premises ... ...  4,022982.10
Other Real Estate ... .. .. 40.00

Customer's Liability Account of
Accept 1,056,415.01
Accrued Income and Other Assets  1,889,097.30
oA -$452,328,732.11

WHITNEY NATIONAL BANK OF NEwW ORLEANS

ESTABLISHED 1883

CONDENSED STATEMENT OF CONDITION
DECEMBER 31, 1957

Depository of The United States Government, State of Lovisiana and City of New Orleans

Member of The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

LIABILITIES
Deposits ..o $413,075,521.96
ACCOPRaRERS L el e 1,232,127.14
Dividend Payable
Janvary ‘2, 19358 .. ... 112,000.00

Reserve for Taxes, Accrued
Interest and Expenses ... .

Other Liabilities
Capital Stock._...._$ 2,800,000.00
Surplus............... 22,200,000.00

4,177,866.70
90,001.19

33,641,215.12

TOTAL. ... .. ._...$452,328732.11
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My Reasons For Locating
In Jefferson Parish

By G. B. Waterstraat,

Assistant to the President,
Pipe Line Service Corporation

Way back in 1948 an article appeared in
the Jefferson Parish Review with the head-
ing “Why locate in Jefferson Parish?” The
article stressed the Harvey Canal upon
which Pipe Line Service Corporation located
in 1944. The article also stated the co-
operation extended by Jefferson Parish
officials in assisting new business to locate
in Jefferson Parish.

With the ever increasing improvements
being made within the Parish together with
the increase in the population of the Parish,
the article ended with the statement “Why
not locate in Jefferson Parish.

To list only a few of the reasons: The
new bridge across the Mississippi River will
bring Jefferson Parish within a few minutes
of the great city of New Orleans with its
port facilities ranking second in the United
States. This is a time saver for the people
on either side of the river and avoids the
inconvenience of ferries. Another time
saver is the tunnel under the Harvey Canal.

When we think back about a year or
more, Highway 30 along the Mississippi

A picture of the Harvey Canal “Way Back When".

River was blocked by the raising of the
bridge over the Harvey Canal every time
a tug and barge or barges would enter the
canal. Sometimes the delay would be one-
half hour for all vehicles—a mile long—be
they automobiles or trucks. Who were in
the autos but employees anxious to get to
their place of business. The tunnel, paid for
by bond issue, with the four lane highway
between Gretna and Westwego, saves in-
estimable time for men and women going
to and coming from their place of employ-
ment.

We should not overlook the new court-
house in Gretna for the various departments
of the government of Jefferson Parish. It is
a splendid building with ultra-modern
architecture and all conveniences for which
Jeffersonians of today and in the future
can be proud.

The new shopping center near the new
bridge is the fulfillment of a long felt want
by the people in Gretna and surrounding
territory.

The new Callender Airport is another step

In an article beginning on page 50 one can see

in words and pictures the vast accomplishments since “Way Back When".

CONT. ON NEXT PAGE
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in the growth of Jefferson Parish. The new
channel of the Intracoastal Canal will re-
lieve the Harvey Canal of traffic which is
ever increasing and will add many miles
of sites for industry requiring waterway
privileges.

While the Harvey Canal plays an im-
portant part in the industrialization of Jef-
ferson Parish, it has created the most con-
centrated industrial area in Louisiana. If in
doubt, see the plants located on Peters
Road and Destrahan Avenue. Mile after
mile of roadways and railroad tracks have
been built to serve the various industries.
And everytime a new industry is added, it
means more employment for the people
of the parish.

Let us look at Jefferson Parish as a whole.
Back in the 1940's the thought originated
to construct an outlet for the great Mis-
sissippi River to relieve shipping on that
river. The outlet was to be a canal from
Harvey to Grand Island with a roadway on
each: side of the canal to make it possible
for a closer means of reaching Grand
Island and the attractions it offers for fish-
ing, boating and swimming. This proposed
canal, now called the Jefferson Seaway,
when constructed, will shorten the distance
to Mexico, Central and South America. The
plans for this seaway are again agitated
and when completed it will be appreciated
by the shipping interests and the people
as well.

To the north we come to Belle Chasse,
Gretna, Harvey, Marrero, Westwego and
across the River is Harahan, Kenner, with
business, industry and homes. Let us not
overlook Metairie, a place of fine homes.
Eight good reasons to locate in Jefferson
Parish!

The Pipe Line Service Corporation, as
pioneers in coating and wrapping steel
pipe for under ground oil and gas lines
and coating with reinforced concrete for
river crossings and bayous, is glad it select-
ed Jefferson Parish for its southern plant.
Beginning with unit number 1 in 1944,
three additional units have been built
making a total of four units and the fifth is
now on the drawing boards of the engi-
neers. Coating and wrapping steel pipe is
becoming recognized as a precaution in
laying pipe by industries, government air-
ports, housing projects, railroads and

especially in the south where soil conditions
are unfavorable to bare pipe causing cor-
rosion which does not affect coated and
wrapped pipe. During 1957 at Harvey
alone we handled more than six million
feet of pipe of all sizes or the equivalent
of over 1100 miles of pipe which laid end
to end, would reach from the Canadian
border to Jefferson Parish.

It has also become necessary and ad-
visable for our customers to not only have
the pipe cleaned of foreign ingredients
which may become attached thereto and
coat and wrap the pipe with non-porus
wrappers and coating materials, but our
customers have also ordered the pipe so
prepared to have added & reinforced con-
crete coating to give added weight to sink
pipe lines when laid in the Gulf from the
pumping stations to dry land.

A great improvement on the east side of
Jefferson Parish is the longest causeway
in the world across Lake Pontchartrain—
24 miles—over water fo bring the cities of
Covington, Madisonville, Mandeville and
other points in Mississippi closer to Jeffer-
son and Orleans Parishes.

And we should not overlook the public
service companies that have cooperated
in tendering service fo industries—South-
ern Pacifie Railroad; Texas and Pacific Rail-
road; the Southern Bell Telephone Com-
pany; the Louisiana Power and Light Com-
pany; and the various waterworks com-
missions. While the officials of Jefferson
Parish have done all that is humonly pos-
sible to secure industries, the State of
Louisiana has also cooperated considering
that they have a great many parishes to
serve.

Nor can we overlook the Harvey In-
dustrial Association. The salient reputation
of this association is its unselfish interest
in its neighbors. Maybe the neighbor is
a competitor but that makes no difference.
If the neighbor needs assistance—help
him! And these thoughts are uppermost
in the minds of employees as well. From
top to bottom, the state, parish, cities and
towns, industries and people are the most
gracious and friendly in the country.

So there should be no question about
locating in Jefferson Parish with its numer-
ous facilities and natural resources.

Fine Foods —

UN. 6-9114

. CAPRI CAFE & LOUNGE

Liquors
TONY MARCELLA, Prop.

— Air Conditioned

BRIDGE CITY, LA.
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» e+ in demand throughout

the world

By Jeff Davis

Jefferson parish, long known as one of
the most rewarding spots on the face of
the earth, is now looking forward to
another phase of development of natural
resources.

In earliest times the rich soil provided
crops that not only fed most of the sur-
rounding area, but the marshes and water-
ways provided furs apd seafood.

Then came the era of oil and gas ex-
ploration, and the moss picking, where
literally “Money Grows on Trees”, and the
cypress timbers that were so good for
building that homes a century old are
being razed, so that the beams can be
salvaged and used in today's building.

The clays that went into the making of
ceramics are still present in some parts of
the parish. More than 20 years ago the
old locks on the Westwego Canal were
torn down, and hand-made bricks and
slave-made mortar defied the usual meth-
ods, and the U.S. Corps of Engineers spent
several weeks analyzing the mixture, to
find out what made it so durable.

With such a background of utilization
of the natural resources of the Parish, it
is not a great surprise to learn that once
again Jefferson parish is to undergo anoth-
er industrial change.

This time it is sulphur, and it is an engi-
neering marvel that will make it possible.
A marvel, and yet a big gamble at the
same time, simply because it has never
been done before.

A few years ago, off the coast of Grand
Isle, the Humble Oil and Refining Com-
pany was drilling an exploratory well in
the search for oil. Near the surface of the

dome where they were drilling, the bit
started cutting a streak of sulphur.

Just how thick this sulphur deposit is,
will remain a company secret. That is one
thing a sulphur company guards jealously

—the amount of the precious brimstone
L]

in the deposits they control.

Obviously, the deposit ranks as one of
the most important sulphur discoveries in
recent years—Ilarge enough to justify Free-
port's investment of approximately $30,-
000,000—and the company expects to
operate it for many years.

After several months of planning, in-
vestigating, and even some public an-
nouncements that Humble would form its
own sulphur company, a deal was made
whereby Freeport Sulphur Company would
take over the mining operations, and Hum-
ble will share in the profits.

The sulphur deposit is in Block 9, ap-
proximately seven miles out at sea from
Grand lIsle, which is the base for the
Humble cempany’s present offshore oil
operations, and which will also be the base
for the land operations of the sulphur
mining by Freeport.
out at sea from Grand lIsle, which is the
base for the Humble company’s present
offshore oil operations, and which will also
be the base for the land operations of the
sulphur mining by Freeport.

When completed, the structure will be
a Y-shaped steel island—the world’s larg-
est—more than half a mile long. Five
large and ten smaller steel towers, or
piers, connected by 200-foot-long bridge
spans, will form the island.

The fabrication work is being done in
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ESSENTIAL
IN THE MANUFACTURE OF

STEEL...

IN FACT SULPHUR PLAYS AN IMPORTANT
PART IN EVERY HOUR OF OUR
DAILY LIVES . ..
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Above: An artist’s conception of the “Y" shaped steel island, as planned, 7 miles out from Grand Isle.
Below: An actual photo of the world’s largest steel island more than /2 mile long, this is being operated
by Freeport Sulphur Co. with Humble Oil (discover of “Block 9“) sharing in the profits.
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St. Mary Parish, along Bayou Beuf, where
the J. Ray McDermott company has a big
pipe yard and building installation.

As each island is finished, it will be put
aboard barges and towed out to the site,
then sunk into the water.

The platform will rise 50 feet above the
sea level and the average water depth
where this structure is rising is 50 feet.

The five large towers will support the
major installations—the seawater heating
plant, two drilling platforms, the living
guarters and recreational areas and another
platform. The connecting bridge spans will
carry the sulphur, steam, water, air and
gas piping and electrical lines, as well as
provide easy access to most points via a
roadway for vehicles along the top.

Largest of the installations will be the
heating plant, shops and warehouse unit.
The plant will use 13,000,000 cubic feet
of gas a day to heat 5,000,000 gallons of
seawater to 325 degrees Fahrenheit for in-
jection into the underground formation
through wells.

Living quarters for 150 employees will
be provided in a two-story steel structure
consisting of 60 bedrooms, a recreation
room, kitchen, cafeteria, first-aid room and
offices.

Vast quantities of water are needed for
this job, and Freeport has developed a
method whereby they can use water from
the Gulf of Mexico, saline as it may be,
and bring it up to the temperatures neces-
sary for the mining job. This is important
because if fresh water is needed, it would
be almost impossible to bring it to the
man-made island in sufficient quantities to
do the work.

There is another, and very important
decision to be made by the Freeport com-
pany. They are experimenting on the ways
to transport the molten sulphur to the in-
stallation on the Mississippi river, where
they have the shipping facilities that now

serve them.

Whether they will use a “Thermos jug”
type of barge that will keep the sulphur
in a liquid stage until it can reach Port
Sulphur, or whether they will lay an in-
sulated and heated pipeline along the
ocean floor is yet to be decided.

These and many other questions con
front the new Jefferson Parish industry,
but Freeport is gambling $30,000,000 on
the project.

There will be a measure of prosperity
for the Grand Isle area. At all times there
will be 150 men at work on the big plat-
form' offshore. They will have the distinc-
tion of being the only sea-going miners in
the world, and the many service companies
that will be needed to help out in this
important job can only be imagined.

When one mentions a sulphur mine,
usually the picture comes to mind of long,
underground shafts, with men burrowing
deep into the bowels of the earth for the
stuff.

To be sure much of the world’s sulphur
is mined by hand, but Louisiana’s mines
are operated in a far different manner.

The Frasch method is incorporated in
this area, and is the method Freeport will
use fo extract this most vital element from

the Block 9 deposit.

In the Frasch method, a hole is sunk to
the bottom layer of the salt-dome caprock
with drilling equipment similar to that used
in the oil industry. Then, in order to get
the hot water down and the sulphur up,
three concentric pipes within a protective
casing are placed in the hole.

Inside the 10-inch-diameter surface cas-
ing, an eight-inch pipe is sunk through the
caprock down to the bottom of the sulphur
deposit. Its lower end is perforated with
small holes. Then a four-inch pipe is low-
ered to within a short distance of the
bottom. Last and innermost is a one-inch

Drill stems to be used in drilling for sulphur by Freeport offshore of Grand Isle. Scene is Freeport's yard
on west side of Harvey Canal.
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pipe carrying compressed air and reaching
more than half way to the bottom of the
well.

Water raised under pressure to about
325 degrees Fahrenheit (well above the
normal 212-degree boiling point) is forced
down the space between the eight-inch
and four-inch pipes and flows out the
holes into the sulphur deposit. As the sul-
phur reaches its melting point of approxi-
mately 240 degrees, it turns liquid and,
being almost twice as heavy as water,
sinks tfo the bottom of the well. It is then
forced several hundred feet up the four-
inch pipe by the pressure of the water
above in the rock formation. Compressed
air forced down the smallest pipe aerates
and lightens the sulphur so that it will rise
the rest of the way to the surface. It is a
confinous process. The water must flow 24
hours a day for the life of the mine.

When the sulphur, still in liquid form,
reaches the surface of the earth—only this
time it will be the surface of the Gulf of
Mexico—it is taken to storage bins where
it can be broken down and loaded into
barges or ships or railroad cars for transport
to the world’s markets.

It is a simple operation, but the Frasch
method requires a high degree of skill on
the part of the company that uses it to
obtain the sulphur. The water has to be
hot enough to melt the underground sul-
phur, and it must stay hot while it is deep
in the earth.

Each sulphur well will successfully re-
cover the mineral from approximately a
half an acre. This means that as each well
becomes exhausted, then new wells must
be drilled. It would not be practical to

drill up the whole deposit and try to mine
all the sulphur at one time. For one thing
the above-ground storage would be too
extensive. The underground deposit is an
effective storage place, and only the amount
anticipated for future sales need to be
brought to the surface by the company.

As for future sales, sulphur—the big
“S" in the chemistry testbooks, is the
world’s most vital element.

Practically every thing used by .modern
man was either made possible by sulphur,
or improved by the use of sulphur.

Insecticides that allow a farmer to raise
enough food to feed his family and six
others, is based on sulphur.

At the same time, the fertilizer that adds
to the food’s strength and desirability is a
chemical compound with sulphur as the
leading element.

The areatest use for sulphur now is in
the making of sulphuric acid, without
which no iron or steel mill would be able
to operate. Even the paper on which this
article is printed, and the ink that makes
it possible for the printer to reproduce
these words has sulphur in its making.

The dyestuff that colors cloth, the col-
ored inks in this book—the window panes
that allow the reader enough sunlight fo
read these pages, and the electric lights
that bring brightness to the dark nights—
sulphur is used in the manufacturing proc-
ess.

No doubt other sulphur deposits will be
found in Jefferson parish some of these
days, but the offshore mine is the one
that captures the imagination of all the
industrial world, and once again Jefferson
is contributing to world prosperity.

Loading lumber at Freeport Sulphur Company’s yard on the west side of Harvey Canal, to be towed by
barge to Freeport's sulphur mine at Grand Ecaille in Plaquemines Parish.
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THE LOUISIANA

STORY

By Percy Viosca, Jr.

The giant delta shrimp, left, adult male, (Macrobrachium acanthurus).

Lower right is-female of same species. Upper right is the common river
shrimp, female (Macrobrachium ohione). Reduced to 1/2.

(Reprinted from Louisiana Conservationist, Vol. 9, No. 7)

To most of us a shrimp is just a shrimp;
to be dunked in sauce or enjoyed in gumbo
or jambalaya and in the many ways our
gourmets have developed for preparing
them over the years. However, there's
really a big story behind "this crustacean
that Louisiana gives to world markets in
such abundance.

Many kinds of shrimp find conditions
favorable for their existence in Louisiana
waters and the nearby Gulf of Mexico. Their
habitats are varied and sometimes extensive,
and the actual populations of the different
species and their relative abundance result
from the interaction of many factors, among
them: the physical and chemical qualities
of the water, the nature of the bottoms, the
kinds of vegetation or the lack thereof, the
effects of competifion and predation, and
the availability of foodstuffs. Some species
exist in unbelievable abundance, and the
larger kinds support a vast industry.
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From early colonial times, two shrimp
species were plentiful on the New Orleans
markets; and no doubt the common names
of these, “river shrimp" and “lake shrimp”,
originated in that city. The term “lake
shrimp” referred to the most plentiful of
our migratory salt water species, the young
of which appeared in Lake Pontchartrain
every summer, sometimes in great schools.

Baited traps were employed for snaring
river shrimp, and cast nets and seines for
taking lake shrimp. No doubt we learned
our trapping methods from the Indians, but
the nets first employed in Lake Pontchar-
train were brought over from France (Du
Pratz, History of Louisiana). To this very
day, and now more so than ever, one of
the favorite pastimes of New Orleans peo-
ple on summer nights is to go castnetting
for shrimp along the seawall which skirts
the north side of the city. On favorable
nights, shrimpers number in hundreds and
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The White Shrimp (Penaeus setiferus). For many years
our most important species and mainstay of the shrimp
industry of the northern Gulf of Mexico. Above, adult
female which averages somewhat larger than male,
below, sometimes approaches ten inches.

spectators in thousands.

Early in the century, biologists, who were
then few and far between, recognized ad-
ditional shrimp species as being present in
our waters. These either went unobserved
by fhe consuming public, or were consid-
ered merely as curios or rare specimens.
Seiners, however, who ventured outside,
along the Grand lIsle beaches or near the
mouth of Bayou Lafourche, long recognized
a small sea shrimp which they called by
various names, such as “sept barbe” and
"seabob”. Llarge catches were sometimes
made by seining the beaches during fav-
orable weather, but ice was a scarcity dur-
ing these sailboat days, and inland consum-
ers knew not of their existence. The bulk of
the seabob catch was dehydrated on sun-
drying platforms which dotted the coastal
bayous and shipped to Chinese colonies
the world over.

Ice boats came after the turn of the cen-
tury and gave a boost to a struggling can-
ning industry. Also, about this time, gaso-
line engines slowly came into use. The otter
trawl was first tried in 1915 and its use in-
creased rapidly. With the advent of power
boats and the development of sea going
trawlers, the shrimping grounds were great-
ly extended, and both drying and canning
industries grew by leaps and bounds. The
number of trawlers passed the thousand
mark in 1923 and usually exceeded the
three thousand mark after 1940. Today
many of these boats are the super deep
sea type and forage entirely in the open
Gulf.

There must be an answer for such de-
velopment and of course there is a logical
one.. Nowadays, due to the development
of refrigeration, new methods of harvesting,
canning, packing, new preserving techni-
ques and rapid fransportation, Louisiana
shrimp are reaching world wide markets
never before dreamed of. This subsequent

demand is calling upon the ingenuity of
gear developers, exploratory fishing and
technological researchers. The latter are
under the supervision of the Wild Life and
Fisheries commission which works toward
this end in cooperation wiih other govern-
mental agencies.

It was not so many years ago that a
shrimp course was practically unknown fo
the tables of the average American home.
Aside from the menus of the famous gas-
tronomical emporiums of the nation the
Louisiana shrimp was strictly for the table
of our native population. Today the Lou-
isiana shrimp is known to the tables of our
entire nation and abroad. At the New Hil-
ton hotel in Istanbul, for an instance, Lou-
isiana shrimp are a daily feature on iis
menu and -served as casually and in as
much profusion as though they had been
seined that morning from the waters of
the Bosporus.

Today shrimping is no longer a matter

" of going out in a small boat and bringing

back a pay load. Trawler hull designs have
been changed and gear has been developed
to handle shrimp faster and with moére
facility. Navigation aids, such as radar,
fish finders, ship-to-shore radio, fathome-
ters and other gear are now in reach of not
only the big operators but also the small
independents.

As the trawlers ventured into new fish-
ing grounds, additional species entered
commercial channels. One fairly abundant
kind differed from the common lake shrimp
in that the head and tail regions were adorn-
ed with grooves, whereas in the lake
shrimp there are no grooves. Confused
with another grooved shrimp, the species
became known as the “Brazilian shrimp.”
Today we recognize two grooved species
here, better known as brown and pink
shrimp, but neither is the true Brazilian
shrimp, which has not been taken in the
Gulf of Mexico. The whitish “lake shrimp”
of olden times has now become known as
the “white shrimp” to better distinguish it
from the more colored species.

During the past several years, catches
of the two native grooved shrimp, the
browns and the pink, have increased con-
siderably. This is partly the result of night
trawling and partly due o an extension of
the fishing grounds with increased knowl-
edge of their habits. Part of the increase
may also be due to the higher salinities on
the nursery grounds as a result of the pro-
longed drouth in the midcontinental area
and lack of fresh water from the Mississip-
pi River. This is believed to be a factor
favoring the two grooved species to the
detriment of our more familiar white lake
shrimp.
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There are also found in the northern Gulf,
thanks to the operations of the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service vessel “Oregon” some
exquisite-tasting, deepwater shrimp, all red
in color; and it seems that commercial pos-
sibilities for these exist. Less shrimp-like
in form are the so-called “rock shrimp”.
The writer rates both the red and rock
shrimp as food for gourmets, but we must
await their arrival on the market place.

The Brown Shrimp (Penaeus aztecus) is now becoming
incresingly important in the northern Gulf. Above,
adult female, ranges from seven to nine inches or
more, Male, below averages a little over six inches.

Another newcomer in the commercial
field but of a different nature, is a giant,
non-migratory, brackish water shrimp which
has established itself in the Delta of the
Mississippi rive. This is closely related to
our common river shrimp, and seems to be
replacing that species in the smaller passes
of the river and in the small bays which lie
between the fingers of the Delta.

Then there are a number of kinds of
smaller shrimp, both in fresh and salt
water. These are important in the economy
of our waters and serve to relieve some of
the predatory pressure on our commercial
species. Several kinds are used for bait
and are sold by bait dealers for fresh or
salt water fishing, as the case may be.

The Free-Spawning Shrimp

The sea-shrimp we utilize for food are
misunderstood by laymen who never see
their eggs or babies, as they do with most
other familiar creatures, such as crawfish,
birds, alligators, etc. This is in part because
of the remarkable migrations of these sea
shrimp, on a par with those of the salmon
and the common eel, and in part because
of the complicated transformations their
very young undergo before they even look
like shrimp. Anybody can recognize a baby
crawfish, but a baby shrimp, that's a dif-
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ferent story.

Our edible sea shrimp deposit their eggs
freely in the waters of the Gulf, and there
is no parenial protection. They are at the
mercy of the ocean currents and whatever
adversities these may bring. Such free-
spawning creatures must of necessity pro-
duce much greater quantities of eggs, by at
least a thousand-fold, than related species
which protect their eggs to some extent.

The eggs of free-spawning shrimp hatch
into very simple larvae, mite-like in ap-
pearance. These undergo a number of
transformations, each more shrimp-like than
the preceding, but all early stages are car-
ried about at the mercy of the currents.
Only advanced larvae which are fortunate
enough fo be carried onto favorable nurs-
ery grounds will survive the hazards of
early lige and transform into little shrimp
such as those we find later in the lakes.

Once in inside waters or on other suit-
able nursery grounds, the young shrimp
grow rapidly. Upen nearing adolescence,

those on the inside return to the sea from

whence they came. Here they make their
final transformation into full-blown adults,
which in the larger species, we call “lum-
bo” shrimp. Those most important in the
current fishery are discussed separately be-
low.

The White Shrimp (Penaeu sefiferus)

Common Names:—for young: white
shrimp, lake shrimp, white lake shrimp,
crecle shrimp, season shrimp, spring
shrimp (in spring only); for adults: jumbo
white shrimp, Gulf prawns.

For many years the white shrimp has
been our most important species and the
mainstay of the shrimp industry of the
northern Gluf of Mexico. Before the adults
(prawns, jumbos) were generally recognized
as the same species, young white shrimp
were sold under the common name “lake
shrimp” to distinguish them from the small-
er “river shrimp.

The first young white shrimp born in any
given year make their appearance along
our shores by early June, and are mostly
less than an inch long. These migrate away
from the sea as summer advances, grow-
ing rapidly and attaining lengths up to six
inches and more by the end of August. Up
on reaching sizes averaging around six
inches, they begin to move back to the sea
from whence they came, never to reutrn to
inside waters.

In any given year, the last young recruits
from outside water enter the nursery
grounds in the early fall, but growth of
these is retarded by cold weather. These
resume growth the following spring, hence
this crop of young white shrimp is called




the “spring shrimp”. Virtually all of these
grow up and reutrn to the sea before the
summer solstice. Because of the regular
seasonal appearance of great schools of
white shrimp in coastal lakes, they are some-
times known as “season shrimp.”

In the sea, adolescent white shrimp trans-
form into adults, whose lengths normally
range from about seven to nine inches or
more. The females average somewhat larger
than the males, say about nine to the pound
as against ten to the pound for the large
males. Occasionally the females approach
a length of ten inches and may weigh up
to three ounces or more. The adult white
shrimp forage on the sea bottom, somewhat
like cattle on a ranch, but seldom go out
to bottoms covered by more than 100 feet
of water.

The Brown -Shrimp (Penaeus azfecus)

Common Names:—for young: brown
shrimp, brown grooved shrimp, brownies,
green lake shrimp, night shrimp, Brazilian
shrimp (misnomer); for adults: jumbo brown-
ies, orange or golden shrimp, golden night
shrimp, jumbo grooved shrimp.

Brown shrimp are becoming increasing-
ly important in the fishery of the northern
qulf, especially since the deep sea trawlers
have extended their trawling grounds be-
yond the range of the white species and
have learned to fish at night. What hap-
pens to the shrimp during daylight hours
can only be surmised. From various bits of
evidence, the writer believes they bury in
the bottom, perhaps deeper and to a great-
er extent than do the white shrimp.

Brown shrimp do not seem to gather in
schools as huge as those of the white
species, and scattered populations are pres-
ent on the nursery grounds and in the open
sea at all seasons of the year. Their life
history in a general way is similar to that
of the whites, although they seem to spawn
earlier and over a longer period. When
conditions are otherwise favorable, this
gives them a biological advantage over
the white species.

The first brownies born early in any given
year grow rapidly in the spring. Large
movements back to the sea take place dur-
ing June and July. Such migrating brown-
ies are usually between 42 and 5% inches,
as compared to 5% to seven inches for the
returning white shrimp. Relatively few
brownies as large as six inches are taken
in inside waters.

Growth of male brownies ceases at a
much smaller size than for male white
shrimp, and they do not attain true jumbo
size. Female brownies, on the other hand,
continue to grow until they are at least as

large or even larger than the females of
the white species. Large male brown shrimp
average a little over six inches, and the
maximum is around seven and a half, and
the average weight is about 20 tfo the
pound. Females, however, range from
about seven fo nine inches or more and
average perhaps about ten to the pound.
Much larger females have been reported,
the maximum approaching 10 inches and
weighing some four ounces or more. Adult
brown shrimp range seaward in much deep-
er water than the white species, to at least
300 feet.

The Pink Shrimp (Penaeus duorarum)

Common Names:—for young: spotted
shrimp, skippers (in the bait trade), hop-
pers (to commercial trawl fishermen); for
adults: pink shrimp, pink grooved shrimp,
pink night shrimp, spot shrimp, jumbo
hoppers.

Pink shrimp are relatively rare along the
Louisiana coast, although the number har-
vested has increased considerably in recent
years, especially since the advent of ngiht
trawling. The young of this shrimp prefers
relatively clear shallow water, and its best
nursery grounds are in quiet waters with
firm bottoms upon which there is a protec-
tive growth of some kind. This .may be
vegetation such as turtle grass or algae, or
animal growths such as sponges, bryozoons
and corals. The Chandeleur chain of is-
lands affords the only relatively large area
of this kind in Louisiana that is not mud-
died periodically by flows from mud-laden
rivers. Consequently it is our best pink
shrimp nursery ground. During daylight
hours, pink shrimp seem to bury in the bot-
tom or hide in the shade of vegetation,
sponges, etc., coming out only at night fo
feed.

The life history of the pink shrimp is per-
haps similar to that of the preceding two
species. The adults, although preferring a
somewhat different type of bottom, range in
depths intermediate between the outer ex-
tremes for the whites and browns respec-
tively, or about 100 to 200 feet. Like the
browns, the pinks seem to be present on
suitable nursery grounds at all seasons of
the year. In.the Gulf, of the Chandeleur
islands, although generally too scattered
to support a separate fishery, fair numbers
are taken incidental to fishing for other
species, or as a by-product of the so-called
“trash fishery” for cat food and other pro-
ducts. They constitute, therefore, an added
dividend.

As with brown shrimp, male pink shrimp
average smaller then the females. They are
rarely over six inches and weigh around
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24 to the pound, whereas females are usual-
ly 6% to 8% inches and may average 10
to 13 to the pound. Some few females will
grow as large as the superjumbo browns
and whites.

Pink shrimp are a little wider than the
other iumbo species of the same lengths
and are able to crawl on the deck of a boat
like river shrimp and hop upward, hence
are known as “skippers” or “hoppers”.

The Seabob (Xiphopeneus kroyeri)

Common Names:—seabob: six beards,
seven beards, all corruptions of the French
“six barbe" and “‘sept barbe”. Counting the
elongated head spine, there are really ele-
ven slender forward extensions, some more
conspicuous than the others.

The seabob is a small shrimp, adults of
which are seldom over four inches. It is
still an important species in the dried shrimp
industry and sometimes is sold on other
markets when larger shrimp are scarce. In
other states it may enter the highly saline
waters of coastal bays, but in Louisiana,
where the waters are muddied and fresh-
ened by large rivers, it is confined almost
entirely to the open Gulf. Here, large
schools sometimes swarm along the outer
beaches.

The Egg-Bearing Shrimp

The egg-bearing shrimp belong to a dif-
ferent family from the free-spawning sea
shrimp mentioned above. As with the
crawfish, the female deposits her eggs in
an elongated pocket under her abdomen
and they are held there until a few days
after they hatch. The newly hatched young
will even leave and return to the protection
of the mother for a time.

Thus the females profect their eggs and
young during what would otherwise be the
most hazardous period in the life cycle, and
a much smaller number of eggs is required
to maintain such species than with the free-
spawning sea shrimp.

In addtiion to the edible species, and
this refers to size only, there are several
smaller species of egg-bearing, socalled
grass shrimp, which, in the aggregate, cover
the entire salinity range from fresh to sea
water., Some are sold for bait, especially
in the fresh water areas.

The River Shrimp (Macrobrachium ohione)

Comrdon Names: river shrimp, common
river shrimp, stump shrimp.

This is the species which has always been
considered a great delicacy and a food for
gourmets of Old New Orleans. Unfortu-
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nately it is so small that the larger sea
shrimps are gradually pushing it off the
markets. Table size adults average about
100 to the pound.

The river shrimp inhabits the larger rivers
of Louisiana from the Pearl to the Sabine,
but it is commercialized largely from the
Mississippi and the Atchafalaya. It also
inhabits fresh water lakes in the flood
plains down to the very edge of salt water.
It is taken largely by means of baited traps,
using either meal or animal matter for bait.
Another method, especially applicable in
the lakes, is to suspend willow or wax
myrtle branches in the water. A net is slip-
ped under the branches as they are perio-
dically lifted to the surface.

THE DELTA SHRIMP
(Macrobrachium acanthurus)

Common Names: Delta shrimp, giant river
shrimp, longclawed shrimp.

This is another newcomer in the com-
mercial field. For the past decade it has
been found in increasing numbers each
succeeding year. It has not only established
itself in the delta of the Mississippi river,
but also in some of the slightly brackish
water of coastal lakes and bayous. Although
it seems to be replacing the common river
shrimp in the Delta in the vicinity of the
passes, which permit periodic influx of
salt water, it has not ascended the Missis-
sippi above the passes in commercial quant-
ities.

Like the common river shrimp, the new-
comer is taken best by means of baited
traps, but a larger entrance cone is necess-
ary than for the smaller species. The long
unwiedly claws of the adult males places
this species in a class by itself among Lou-
isiana shrimp. Select male specimens aver-
age 16 to the pound, females about 30, but
what is more important, these delta deli-
cacies are a delectable dish.

c:l, ouisiana-
Seasoned
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LOUISIANA IS
SOUTHEAST'S
1957 LEADER

Among the 11 Southeastern States, Louisiana in 1957
led in investments in new plants and additions,
according to a survey by the Tennessee Agricultural
and Industrial Board.

$239,259,513

That's the figure! It stands among the top figures in
investment in new plants and additions among the
entire 48 States. The U. S. Census Bureau says Louisi-
ana was second in the Broad South (16 states) in
investments for new plants and equipment for the
years 1951-1956, which ranked this great state 12th
in the nation.

MORE INDUSTRY!

That's the forecast for the future, because Louisiana
possesses such great natural resources as water, oil,
gas, salt, sulphur, timber. In addition, the climate
makes for good living, and friendly local and state
governments are ready and willing to assist the
industrialist.

For further information, write

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

P. O. Box 4185 Baton Rouge, La.
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The accelerated rate of change which has
transformed Jefferson parish within less
than a single generation from a sparsely
settled prairie with exactly four roads into
a metropolitan area with traffic jams, ad-
ministrative headaches and overcrowding
cities is difficult to grasp even for those
who, like myself, saw it happen.

| mentioned four roads. Two of these
flanked the Mississippi River, one on the
east bank, one on the west. Another ran
along Metairie Ridge as far as the Shrews-
bury Road. The fourth ran from Marrero
to Lafitte. None of them was passable to
wheel traffic along its entire length.in wet
weather. Apart from these there were a
few blocks of city streets in Kenner, Gretna
and (as it was then known) Bucktown,
which is now East End.

| first observed this in 1917, 41 years
ago; it is my impression that Jefferson
Park, long since transformed from a race
track into a subdivision, had not yet even
been built as birthplace of the Louisiana
Derby, with the lllinois Central running
commuter specials from “town” to its back
gate. | also recall that the first orange |
ever picked from a tree and ate was at a
nursery on Metairie Road which was later
turned into a dog track named De Limon
Park, which is likewise now one with the
ages.

HERMAN B. DEUTSCH

My first visit to Jefferson parish oc-
curred just before daybreak one Spring
Sunday in 1917. At the moment | was em-
ployed by the Times-Picayune; my friend
Don Higgins (now in Oregon) was an orna-
ment on the staff of The States. A pro-
fessional alligator hunter named Johnny
Lestrade, who lived in Bucktown, came to
Don with a pair of gold-rimmed spectacles
he had found when digging an alligator
out of its den. He thought perhaps if this
were given publicity it might shed light
on the otherwise insoluble disappearance
of some missing person.

Don made a bargain with him; he would
publicize the story if, in turn, Johnny would
take us on an alligator hunt. They made
the date for the following Sunday at dawn,
when Johnny bundled Don and me, with
my heavy Graflex camera, info a skiff—
outbroad motors were not for working peo-
ple in those daysl—and pulled us with
oars along the Lake Shore to the mouth
of Bayou Labarre. There we debarked and
walked over a wilderness of tumbled pea-
vines not more than a hundred yards in-
land before Johnny showed us the tracks
of an alligator in the glistening dark mud
of a tiny waterway’s bed. We followed it
to a puddle, where-an opening showed in
the low bank under the pea vines.

Johnny’s armament consisted of a long

Soon to be a handbag . . .
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pole, a hook bent out of a quarter inch
iron rod, a short length of rope and a
hatchet. Motioning us fo keep silent, he
began to sound off with a series of hoarse,
coughing grunts, and before more than a
moment or two had elapsed, a dirty mud-
colored snout appeared in the opening and
slid toward us. | clicked my camera shut-
ter, and the snout jerked back out of sight
as if snapped by an elastic. Johnny gave
me an inscrutable glance, fastened the iron
hook to his pole, probed down into the
soft mud until the iron grated against hard
scales. He vouchsafed me another look;
had | waited a moment more, he would
have had his alligator without further trou-
ble. As it was, he would have to wrestle
or dig him to the surface.

We could see by the angry twitching of
the pole’s free end that some sort of dead-
ly struggle was going on far beneath the
flottante; we could hear muffled sounds of
what we realized must be teeth rasping
on metal. But at last the hook was driven
home and the struggle—man against brute
—began. Slowly, inexorably, the alligator
was drawn to the surface, photographed,
and dispatched with the hatchet.

Don and | barely managed to make it
back to the skiff, though the distance was
less than a quarter of a mile; it was the
first time we had ever walked a marsh.
Johnny walked out with a six-foot alliga-
tor draped over his shoulder—and without
drawing one long breath—and then rowed
us back to Bucktown, where he also made
us a present of a dozen softshall crabs; a
handsome gift in view of the fact that the
going price was 75 cents a dozen. . . .
The other day | drove my car over the
approximate spot where Johnny had killed
the alligator. Lots are now being sold there
for a subdivision.

Three or four years later | visited friends
on Tokalon Place. This too was in the
spring of the year. We caught a water-

bucket of fine, big red crayfish in the road-
side ditch in front of what is now my
home, where regular openings take care
of the run-off water from a paved street
through subsurface drain pipes. | recall
seeing Markham Kostmeyer cultivating a
kitchen garden cornfield with a hand
pushed cultivator right where my swim-
ming pool is today. His cows were stabled
where my little green-house stands.

At the junction of Shrewsbury Road with
Metairie Road—the broad Airline was not
yet even a gleam in some engineer's (or
politician’s) eye—the only visible building
was a tumble-down shack where a darky
sold frogs (I think the price was three for
a quarter) and turtles. There was another
such cabin on the road which turns off at
right angles toward Lafitte just before
reaching Crown Point. What is now the
Waggoner Bridge was then Waggoner's
Ferry which was operated—Ilike the one
over Bayou des Oies, by hand. A tough
muscled “habitant” let two cars at a time
drive onto his barge; then he cast off and,
using a slotted wooden handle, skull-
dragged the barge across. He was paid by
the parish; but that did not keep him from
swearing wearily in French when a party
of fishermen or hunters, rousing him from
his sleep, crossed over at night without
giving him the expected Charon’s obolus.

Jefferson parish’s “farthest south” was
Grand Isle, of course. It was accessible
only by the thrice-a-week mailboat, the
Chicago, whose captain was named either
Didier Danton or Danton Didier; | never did
discover which, because he was addressed
indifferently by either name. This vessel
went to Grand Isle from Harvey's Canal on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings,
stayed overnight, and returned on Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Saturdays. It was
a nearly all-day trip under the best of cir-
cumstances, even when some of the nar-
rower water ways were not choked with

An old print of the S§ Chicago . .

. Grand Isle twice a week, maybe.
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hyacinths.

There was an alternate route, but it was
uncertain. One took the Lower Coast Rail-
way from Algiers to Myrtle Grove, and
there waited at the ice plant for an ice boat
to be loaded and to chug down the Myrtle
Grove Canal past small settlements at
Round Lake, Cutler's Cheniere and Manila
Village to Grand Isle. The catch was that
if no ice boats were leaving that day, there
was nowhere at Myrtle Grove to pass the
night—and like the Chicago, the frain ran
but three times a week.

Grand Isle was a patriarchy, ruled by
two benevolent ancients. One member of
this duumvirate was John Ludwig, proprie-
tor of the only store and of an establish-
ment which sold practically all the diamond
back terrapin marketed in the posh restau-
rants of the effete and gourmetric East,
| have seen as many as 45,000 tferrapins
in his pens, the ruins of which can still
be identified. The second duumvir was Dr.
Engelbach, who had lived there and de-
livered babies and cured belly-aches ever
since Lafcadio Hearn wrote Chita in a house
that still stands to this very day.

| first decided that Jefferson was to be
my abiding place back in the very early
1920's, when |. V. Shannon, then market
editor of The Item predicted—with what
turned out to be complete accuracy—that
Metairie would be the point of fastest de-
velopment in the New Orleans area. Being
unable to equate my financial status with
what was defined as a postwar inflationary

period, | compromised by letting Arthur
Pritchard, trustful Britisher that he was, sell
me seven acres of the Ames Farms subdi-
vision back of Marrero.

Selection of this piece of land was “final-
ized” the day after the Good Friday cloud-
burst of 1927, these seven acres being the
only land anywhere in the vicinity still
visible above water. Frank King, creator
of Walt, Skeezix, and the other Gasoline
Alley immortals was visiting my “farm”
one day when the sow belonging to a
tenant was in labor, and unhesitatingly
christened the place “Belly Acres”, under
which name it has appeared in The Satur-
day Evening Post, Esquire Magazine, once
on the cover of Holland’s Magazine and
twice on that of the Jefferson Parish Re-
view.

Alfred Danziger fast-talked me into buy-
ing three of his lots on Grand Isle many
years ago, at a time when bounties were
still being offered there on mosquito scalps
and long before the road from Leesville
over Caminade Pass was even being con-
sidered. Then, having been indoctrinated,
| moved out to Metairie in 1944, purchas-
ing a small home at the end of a residence
street where at least four of the neighbors
still kept cows, their pasture being a vacant
square of ground opposite my front door.
A dozen paces sufficed to take me from
my 50-foot-frontage manor into a thicket
where blackberries and mulberries grew
in rank profusion, while rabbits from those
thickets played havoc with the vegetables

.. . there have been some changes made . . .
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in nearby war gardens, especially in mine.

That pasture and that bramble patch are
today closely built and completely occupied
residential areas along two parallel paved
streets where not so much as one vacant
lot of ground remains, while new subdivi-
sions, shopping centers and other metro-
politan manifestations of growth and de-
velopment spring into being the way ge-
raniums grow all over everything in Holly-
wood.

After a happy decade in the small house
which was swallowed up by this growth
| found out from my friend J. W. Hoover
of the California Company, whose home
| visited a number of times in Tokalon
Place, that he had just been made president
of the Chevron Oil Company, which would
necessitafe his transfer to Houston. Before
we stopped talking | had made a down
payment on his home, and so came full
circle back to the point where | had once
dredged crawfish out of the ditches, perch
out of the nearby canals, and turtles from
the surrounding prairie. . . .

| had seen other phases of the Jefferson
metamorphosis too. When | first “visited
the parish, L. H. Marrero, the elder, was
sheriff, and a concentrated reform wave
was taking form as a ground swell which
defeated Sheriff Marrero with a young re-

former named Frank J. Clancy. He held
office so successfully for 36 years that a
satiric newspaper series christened the par-
ish “Clancy’s Kingdom”. But in the end,
he was defeated—it happened only yester-
day, as history reckons time—by another
reform-crusade candidate. | have seen an
ambitious young attorney from Jefferson,
who had worked his way through law
school while helping to support his family,
rise fo become a justice of the Supreme
Court—the late Archie T. Higgins. | have
seen a gambling house become a parochial
school, a dairy farm become a country
club.

| have seen the Lower Coast Railway,
the Kenner interurban trolley, and the sin-
gle track Metairie Road street car vanish
under the relentless encroachment of the
flivver, until that tin lizzie gave ‘way to the
air conditioned, power-braking, power
steering posh sedan. | have seen Jefferson
parish emerge from unkempt rusticity as
the dwelling place of truck farmers, hunt-
ers, fishermen and other ruralites into a
polished, prosperous metropolitan exurbia.
And of the very small part | may have
played in helping to bring about this
change, | shall always be inordinately
proud.

for your finished product.

a new plant location.

LOOKING FOR AN IDEAL
INDUSTRIAL LOCATION?

Then be sure to investigate friendly, thriving East Jeffer-
son Parish. It's here you will find competent workers — an
abundance of low-cost fugl and a large metropolitan market

Yes — you and your employees will be pleased with the
bargain bus service provided by Louisiana Trapsit Company.
Also, the revolutionary new air-ride coaches that speed your

personnel to and from work in arm chair comfort.
So be sure to consider East Jefferson Parish when you plan

LOUISIANA TRANSIT COMPANY, INC.

P. O. Box 23148

HARAHAN, LOUISIANA
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(Excerpts from a story published in Lovisiana Conservationist)

by EDNARD WALDO

The nutria, erstwhile bete noir of Lou-
isiana’s marsh and farmlands, will neither
destroy our muskrats nor eat the state’s
agriculture out of house and home, but
will remain as a stable $1,000,000 adjunct
to our tur industry, scientists say after
two decades of studying the animal. The
reason being: Nutria habitats are reaching
their carrying capacity and the fur bearing
animal has reached its production peak
and is settling back to normal.

Brought to Louisiana in the early 1930's
by the late E. A. Mcllhenny, of Avery ls-
land, from South America as an experi-
ment, a-score of the animals dug their way
out of an “escape proof” pen during a hur-
ricane and made their way to the marsh-
lands and from then on the prolific fur

bearers began to multiply with the rapidity
of the rodents in the late Ellis Parker But-
ler's “Pigs is Pigs.”

Within a matter of several years, after
their number had been augmented by
some importations, the nutria began to
appear practically everywhere on the Lou-
isiana marshlands in unheard of numbers.
The nutria fur take, in the 1943-44 sea-
son, was 436 pelts; by the 1950-51 season
it had jumped to 78,422 pelts; last year
the take was more than a half million pelts
and farmers began to complain about in-
cursions of the nutria into their rice and
cane fields. It looked for a while like the
voracious and prolific vegetarian was going
to literally eat the state out of house-and-
home. What made things worse, trappers
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complained, was that nutria pelts, which
once had sold for as high as $5.00 had
dropped fo one dollar per pelt and in some
cases were being bought in the marshes
for much less.

One of the reasons for the drop was the
poor and unwise handling of the nutria
by our American merchants. As prices
went down frappers found that a man
could carry 20 muskrats out of the marsh
in place of three or four nutria weighing
as much as 15 to 20 pounds each, so the
taking of the low-priced nutria became a
liability. Moreover the worthless young
nutria which follow the muskrat runs were
getting caught in the muskrat tfraps, and
the grown nutria were snapping the musk-
rat sets (iraps) with their long, webbed
hind feet and long tails. So the all-around
fur take fell off and so did the number of
trappers who abandoned their lifelong
avocations for the steady payrolls of the
oil and kindred industries.

In the 1955-56 season only 4000 trap-
ping licenses were purchased from the

- Wild Life and Fisheries commission in com-
parison with the 20,000 taken out a decade
ago. At an average of two frappers to the
licensed camp this meant only 8000 trap-
pers in the marshes. This was a sad out-

. look, indeed, for the Louisiana fur indus-
try which had once produced more pelts
than the rest of the United States, Alaska
and Canada put together. However, ac-
cording to Ted O’Neil, Chief of the Fur
Division of the Wild Life and Fisheries
commission, the picture has.changed and
the nutria, while it will not produce the
predicted $12,000,000 fur crop, will re-
main a valuable addition in the Louisiana
fur picture.

O'Neil states that there has been con-
siderable damage to crops in the fields on
the edges of the marshes and to fields
bordering on streams leading to nutria in-
habitated areas, however, the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and the biologists of
the Wild Life and Fisheries commission are
at present working out methods to produce
specific toxins that will prevent further
crop damage.

At present the trapper gets a base price
of $1.75 to two dollars for pelts 26 inches
or more; these are No. 1 pelts and by the
time the catch is graded down the pelts
will average about 80c to one dollar each.

The problem now is to get the trapper’s
price up fo an $1.50 average base price
per pelt. Lack of competition in the market
has caused this low price. Buyers have
gone back to the muskrat market, as for
an instance 1,000,000 muskrat pelts were
purchased during the 1957-58 trapping
season in St. Bernard parish alone. New
retail buyer demand must be created for
the nutria among the furwearing public.

“With the proper advertising, an inform-
ed public will immediately take to this
truly remarkable fur which is almost second
to none in elegance and durability. We
see no reason why, with this impetus, the
trapper may not obtain at least $1.50 per
pelt. This would mean that with this
added incentive to trapping the nutria, the
take could be upped to three quarters of
a million pelts resulting in an annual fur
income of over a million dollars,” O'Neil
says.

Harvesting of the nutria meat for the
market would additionally net the trapper
25c per carcass and it is estimated that if
this is done it will be possible to bring at

106




least 300,000 carcasses to the market. At
present the Wild Life and Fisheries com-
mission is working with several packing
concerns toward this end. The meat of the
nutria is not only delectable for human
consumption, but is in great demand for
dog and mink foods and methods are be-
ing evolved for getting the meat to con-
centration points in good condition. It also
has been reported that orders have already
been placed for tons of frozen nutria for
shipment to mink ranches in the West.

About 20% of our nutria fur are used
for outside coat material and the rest is in
constant demand for linings known as
“plates” in the industry. Nutria fur makes
the best and richest coat linings.

Actual prime production habitat for the
nutria consists of about four million acres
of marshlands which have a producing
capacity of one pelt to three acres. The
rest of the lands now being partly occupied
by the nutria are the alluvial lands of the
state and the rice and sugar belts and lakes
and river bottoms throughout the southern
and central parts of the state, however,
the nutria fur producing habitat are the
marshes. North Louisiana has never pro-
duced anything in the way of nutria pelts.
The nuiria eventually will relegate the
major part of its populations to its natural
habitat in the deep cattail and sawgrass
marshes; nutria will usually seek this type
of habitat which has never been top musk-
rat territory.

In the case of the nutria versus the musk-
rat, nutria will disturb the muskrat nests
and small nutria will get info the trap-
pers’ muskrat fraps. However, nutria and
muskrat will not engage in combat and
have been raised together in the same
cages. As concerns ifs reputation for vic-
iousness the nutria is more than a match
for the best dog, however; it will not at-
tack unless it is attacked first. Nutria make
good pets, however; they are tempera-
mental animals. In a litter some will be
found that are naturally tame and others
that are utterly intractable.

Whereas Louisiana has lost, we hope
temporarily, its place as top producer over
Alaska, Canada and the rest of the United
States combined, the state is not alone in
its decline of fur production for many other
sections have suffered proportionately. Yet
in spite of this the state led the nation in
the production of the most important furs;
for the 1955-56 season: Mink, 57,142 pelts;
Muskrat, 1,821,840 pelts; and, nutria, 418,-
722 pelts.

In a fotal take of all pelts of 8,153,943
for all of the United States and Alaska, Lou-
isiana still led all sections individually with
a take of 2,270,698 pelts, or more than

This is “Nutria”

one-fourth of all pelis taken, according to
the report on the fur catch for the 1955-56
season compiled by the U. S. Fish and Wild-
life Service of the Department of the In-
terior.

Along the streams in the torrid zones of
Argentina, Brazil and Chile, its native hab-
itat, the coypu nutria is regarded as the
South American Beaver or Beaver Rat. In
those coutries it is known solely by name
as the coypu and its fur or pelt is called
nufria. However, the latter word being
more convenient fo our American tongue,
this strange rodent has become known al-

* most throughout the United States as the

nutria.

The nutria is of such a specific type that
it is difficult to make comparisons with
rodents of its order. Unlike the beaver it
has a round, long, scaly and somewhat thin
tail which looks like that of a rat.

As for other physical characteristics, the
nutriz looks somewhat like an overgrown
guinea pig, with a rat's tail, of course. lts
body is solid and heavy and its belly
barely skims level ground when it is walk-
ing on all four legs.

The female nutria has four or five tfeats
on a side. Teats are in a dorso-lateral posi-
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tion (on its back instead of its belly) which
is unusual in the rodents and is no doubt
an added specialization. The young can
be suckled while the mother is swimming.”

The young nutria are born with their
eyes open and fully covered with a baby
fur coat and tiny webbed feet and take to
water only 24 hours old. The nutria is a
twilight type of animal. That is to say, it
goes to the banks of water for food in the
late afternoon or early evening. A nuiria
will usually use the same ftrial in going to
and from food. It is seldom that the animal
stays away from its nesting place over-
night but when it does stay away, it al-
ways comes back in the early morning
before the sun comes out.

The nutria is a semi-aquatic rodent which
makes its hideouts artificially above water
or in caves, along banks of rivers, and al-
ways near rootfs or readily available veg-
etation which it uses for food. Water is
said to be indispensable for its life and is
very necessary for prime fur. Tunnels are
usually about four and a half feet in length
and about ten inches in diameter. Nests
are often seen on floating islands of very
thick vegetation. Reeds are bent and in-
terlaced above the water’s edge by the
clever weaver. The female nutria always
cleans, rests and dries herself before go-
ing back on her nest. Therefore, her nest
is always kept dry.

Where nutria are plentiful, excretia may
be in abundance and parathypiod with
parasitic infections may become prevalent,
Billelo has noted. Tuberculosis, false tub-

erculosis and septicemia are diseases which

have been found to infect the nutria in
some geographic areas.

External parasites such as protozoans,
lice and worms may cause the fur of the
animal to become worthless. Generally
an insecticide will destroy the pests in a
matter of days.

An internal parasite has been noted to
cause coccidiosis; a form of blood shed-
ding due to a protoaocan. Three groups of
intestinal parasites are known to be de-
structive in some South American areas.
The parasites fall in the groups or classes
of nematodes, cestodes and tremetodes.

“Although at the present time there are
very few nuiria coats of any kind in ex-
istence, this rarity, it is believed, is due
solely to the fact that women the world
over have not learned of the beauty, lux-
ury, comfort and serviceability of this un-
usual fur now in abundance in Louisiana”,
O’Neil says. “The nutria is a member of
the beaver family and its fur is even more
serviceable than the beaver or its little
brother the muskrat.

“When the nutria pelt is properly taken
and processed, it provides a fur as soft as
mole skin, extremely light in weight and
equally extremely durable. In addition,
when properly processed, it lends itself to
dye better than any other fur making it
possible to produce fur garments of even,
beautiful and lustrous pastel shades.”

“"More Louisiana women and girls are
having nutria jackets and coats made from
skins obtained locally and in every instance
milady is extravagant in her praise of a
garment manufactured of this fur.”

|

Trappers set out nutria pelts to dry on racks such as these.

Continued on page 111
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Another allied industry that might add
a million or more dollars to the fur indus-
try would be the development of the pro-
cessing end of the fur trade. Skins of all
kinds, not only the nutria, could just as well
be processed here if enterprising raw fur
dealers would take the bit in their mouth
and import and develop artfisans in this
trade instead of shipping our furs away
to be processed, O'Neil says.

The most successful fur-farmers of nu-
tria were the Germans. There it was found
that one man could easily manage a large
nutria farm because concrete pools and
numerous labor-saving devices were in-
stalled to better the living conditions of the
animals. Russia, Denmark and Great Bri-
tain have found some success in fur-farm-
ing with the nutria. In the United States
various nutria “arms” have mushroomed.
Most of them advertising “do-it-yourself”
methods for purchasing pairs of nutria and
becoming rich overnight. One “fur farm”
is said to have advertised the animals for
as high as $1,000 per pair promising al-
most immediate returns of $30 per pelt
for the nutria. So far as it is known no
nutria pelt has been sold for mose than
$9.00 on the fur market.

As regards agricultural damage by nu-
tria, biologist Allan B. Ensminger of the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commis-
sion says in his report entitled “The Scono-
mic Status of Nufria in Louisiana”: “It is
_easy fo understand why rice is the most
drastically effected of the agricultural crops
utilized by nutria as food. The nutria being
a semi-aquatic animal spends much of its
life in or near water. Fields of rice flooded
with water will naturally attract nutria as
they furnish a ready food supply and plenty
of water in which to swim. The most
pronounced damage to rice production is
the burrowing into and cutting of large ir-
rigation canal levees. In most cases, the
nutria that burrow into a levee are follow-
ing and enlarging a burrow made by musk-
rats which are common in all of the canal
systems in south Louisiana. Since the nu-
tria is several times the size of a muskrat
they naturally require a much larger tunnel
to rest in. As the burrow is enlarged the
chances of it becoming a break in the levee
is much greater. Running water seems fo
attract nutria and quite a lot of digging
activity is found about the pumping instal-
lations in rice fields. Constant vigilance is
required of the farmer to detect burrows,
dig them out and repair them.

The small water control levees through-
out the rice fields which provide excellent
resting sites for the nutria are often cut
by the animals during the night allowing
an entire rice field to wash out. When

machines are used to repair levees quite
a lot of rice is mashed down and lost;
however, most of this type of damage can
be averted by having a laborer check all
of the small levees and repairing them
manually each morning.

Young rice does not provide sufficient
cover for daytime, or for the rodent’s cus-
tomary twilight feeding, therefore, most
nutria activity is at night and concentrated
along the large irrigation canals. As the
rice crop develops, the nutria move out
into the fields and remain there until the
rice is harvested. Often several nutria are
killed by the harvest crew as a field is be-
ing cut. Nutria utilize the stems of rice
for about five (5) inches above the ground.
It appears that an animal will cut in one
place until a small opening of 10-15 feet
is made. Any rice stems that are cut off
below the water level usually die, while
those cut off above the water will stool out
and produce another top, however, this
growth will not mature a seed head in time
to be harvested when the field is cut.

The greatest damage to sugar cane oc-
curs on the few cane plantations located
along the northern rim of the marsh. Some
of these fields have protection levees
around them to keep high water in the
marsh from flooding the sugar cane. Nu-
tria have burrowed into and cut several of
these levees allowing large fields to be
flooded for a few days. This flooding
causes a reduction in the cane yield.

Nutria will feed on the stalks of sugar
cane and in some cases have cut the cane
along the outer edge of a field in large
enough spots fo reduce the field’s produc-
tion for the season.

The Marshes of southwest Louisiana are
broken by shell ridges that were once the
beach of the Gulf. Corn is the principal
crop on some of these inhabited ridges.

Nutria move out of the surrounding
marsh at night and feed on the corn crop.
Some damage has been caused to corn in
areas oufside of the marsh, where nutria
have moved inland along the larger

- streams of the state.

A few garden plants such as cabbage,
lettuce, and peas are cut by nutria.

In a few cases nutria have borrowed and
dug around highway bridges and culverts
causing damage to the structures.

Another activity of the nutria which may
become an important factor in Louisiana is
the cutting of small hardwood trees. This
condition is especially important where
trees are planted around a camp site in the
marsh.

Much of the criticism of nutria in marshes
where muskrats were being produced may
not be justified. No doubt nutria and

Continued on page 112
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muskrat do compete for some food plants
but the muskrat is more of an underground
feeder, rarely feeding on vegetation above
the ground surface, whereas nutria feed
mainly on the stems of vegetation above
the ground surface. As the vegetation
grows, only the basal part of the plant is
used. Eaf-outs, a condition quite common
in our marshes, caused by nutria are unlike
those of muskrat, where the root stock is
completely destroyed. An eat-out caused
by nutria may be revegetated in one season
whereas a muskrat eat-out may take 8-10
years, theferoe, it is easily seen that a
nutria eat-out is only a temporary open-
ing up of the marsh vegetation.

It seems to be unlikely that there is any
social conflict between nutria and muskrat.
Possibly the greatest damage caused in
muskrat marshes by nutria is the hastening
of eat-outs and the increased trouble dur-
ing the trapping season. Many small nutria
are taken by the trapper which would make
undersized pelts and are subsequently dis-
carded. A number 2 trap is needed to sai-

isfactorily trap nutria, whereas a number 1
is used for muskrat. Nutria pelts require sev-
eral times as much care and attention as
muskrat. After the animal is skinned the pelt
then has to be fleshed or scraped. This
process required about 5-10 minutes de-
pending on the trappers’ ability. Nutria
pelts are stretched on a metal mold to dry.
Two days are required to properly dry the
pelts. It is probable that most of the cri-
ticism of nutria was due to increased labor
in trapping. With new methods for flesh-
ing and drying, most trappers became satis-
fied with trapping nutria.

In several marshes being managed for
waterfowl| production, nutria have been
found to be of value in opening up stands
of dense vegetation, thus making natural
ponds throughout the mash, and permit-
ting duck food plants to become estab-
lished. Millet is one of our best duck foods
which will invade a marsh opened up by
nufria.

The grazing of caftle in the marsh has
become increasingly important in the last
few years, There is some direct competi-,
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tion for food between cattle and nutria
but the main damage caused by nutria to
cattle marshes is the opening up of the
marsh and making it difficult and in some
cases impossible to burn off the old dead
vegetation. As fire is the principle man-
agement tool in marsh management, this
condition can be very bad for the proper
management of a marsh regardless of the
manager’s aim.

Many people regard the nutria as a pre-
dator and demand that it be treated as
injurious. Up fil now the law has exempt-
ed it from this category and in the marsh it
is subject to the same regulations applying
to other fur bearing animals. It cannot be
trapped except during the regular trapping
season and may not be taken with a fire-
arm. However, there is one exception fo
this law which protects all fur-bearing ani-
mals‘in the state. If the nutria are inflict-
ing sufficient damage on a landowner's
property he may apply to the Law Enforce-
ment Division of the Louisiana Wild Life
and Fisheries commission and a game agent
will be sent out to the location to inspect
the damage. If the complaint is warranted
the landowner will be issued a special
permit by the Fish and Game Division and
he will be allowed to do away with the
intruders by trapping or the use of fire-
arms. However, in no case will he be
allowed to eat the flesh of the animals or
make any use whatever of the pelt.”

So—If you should happen to run across
an animal that has teeth like Bugs Benny
and looks like a king sized guinea pig
don’t be astonished—it’s a nutria and you
may find him anywhere. Someone even
ran across a pair near the Canadian border.
Furthermore his front and back feet won't
match. Up forward, Mr. Nutria has a pair
of paws like a coon and aft, his feet are
webbed. He's a vegetarian and eats prac-
tically anything in that line . . . and if you
should happen to take your eyes off him,
that is her, dont do a double take be-
cause there'll probably be a half dozen

/more running around . . . Mrs. Nutria
multip]ie/s and compounds  semi-annually.

/
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