


There are—in Jefferson Par-
ish — sixty-one industrial con-
cerns of which five are the
largest of their kind in the
nation.

Seven trunk line railroads,
three national highways, the
Intracoastal Canal, the Missis-
sippi River and one of the
country's largest airports serve
this area—and, it is the pro-
posed location for the post-war
deep ship channel from the
Port of New Orleans to the
Gulf of Mexico.

It is the industrial section of
the Gateway and Air Hub of
the Americas, strategically lo-
cated between the raw materi-
als of the South and Southwest
and the Southern and inland
markets of the United States.




1944
JEFFERSON PARISH

YEARLY REVIEW

To our thousands of readers within the parish and far
beyond, whose continued interest, during ten years of
publication, have inspired us to greater efforts, this Anni-
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"Hello again — and welcome back to Jefferson Parish!"




FOREWORD

You are about to begin reading the Tenth Anniversary Edition of
the only parish publication in the United States.

Since 1935 we have been telling the story of Jefferson. Our back
issues—carefully filed by libraries and colleges throughout the country
and constantly requested by writers and business executives—are a
decade's prose and picture {nisfory of this section of our Stafe.

It has been the policy, in each Yearly Review, to concentrate on
the authentic and attractive presentation of Jefferson Parish, but, in
so doing, it has been our good fortune to create a widespread interest
in all of Louisiana.

Authors and editors, intrigued by our tales, seek us out for more
data on the legend and lore of our famous Barataria bayouland, the
early nineteenth century haunt of America's only pirate, and, as a re-
sult, they also become interested in other parts of romantic Louisiana.
Business men from all sections check us on our amazing statements about
the possibilities and resources of our own highly industrialized parish,
and usually grow enthusiastic over the marketing promise of our whole
Gulf area. Sportsmen and artists and scientists are attracted, by our
articles, to the infinite variety of Louisiana's marine and wild life.
Movie companies consult us on locale. Travelers learn about Grand
Isle, our primitive paradise on the Gulf of Mexico, and are lured to
explore lovely Louisiana, an experience they never regret.

Part of Louisiana we are, but of all of it we are proud. If, in
reading about Jefferson, you are persuaded that, where one parish
can be so rich and romantic and progressive, the other sixty-three must
also be interesting and worth investigating—then our job has been
well done.

As you finish this Tenth Anniversary Edition, remember that the
editors and writers and people of Jefferson Parish will welcome your
comments, your questions and—best of all—your visits for personal
confirmation.
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. . . WHERE. 60%, OF THE
MANUFACTURED AND
SHIPPED GOODS OF THE
PORT OF NEW ORLEANS
ORIGINATES.

... WHERE ARE LOCATED
FOUR OF THE LARGEST
PLANTS OF THEIR KIND
IN THE WORLD.

. . . WHERE IS CENTERED
ADAIRY INDUSTRY
WHICH EXCEEDS ANY
OTHER PARISH IN LOU-
ISIANA..

. .. WHERE ARE FOUND
THE SUCCULENT SHRIMP
AND OYSTERS OF BARA-
TARIA BAY AND THE FA.-
MOUS SOFT 'SHELL
CRABS OF LAKE SALVA-
DOR.

... WHERE BLACK GOLD
FLOWS AND SLEEK FUR
ABOUNDS AND PRACTI-
CALLY EVERY VEGETABLE
KNOWN TO THE TEMPER-
ATE AND SEMI-TROPIC
ZONES CAN BE RAISED.

. .. WHERE THE SPORTS-
MAN CAN RUN THE
GAMUT FROM TROUT TO
TARPON OR DUCK TO
DEER.

... WHERE THE ARTERIES
OF EVERY KNOWN MOD-
ERN METHOD OF TRANS-
PORTATION —CR SR
CONVERGE,

... . AND WHERE, AWAIT-
ING THE POST-WAR
TRAVELER, LIES THE
TOQURIST-UNTOUCHED
AND LOVELY LAND OF
LAFITTE AND THE GOLD-
EN SANDS OF GRAND
ISLE. AMERICA'S RIVAL
L?K ITHE BEACH AT WAI-

EFFERSON

THE PROLIFIC PARISH

BY WEAVER R. TOLEDANO
President, Jefferson Parish Police Jury

EFFERSON Parish was named in honor of Thomas

Jefferson, third president of the United States, in
spite of the fact that originally he didn't want it. It
was laid in his lap, along with the rest of the Louisiana
Purchase in 1803, a hot political potato which required
all his statesmanship to handle.

In those early days, some of the best minds of our
country, including Jefferson himself, believed that we
should never expand west of the Mississippi. James
Madison went on record as stating that emigration
west of the river would be detrimental, that it would
slacken concentration and promote disunion senti-
ments—actually, that it was a necessity for the West
bank to be under a separate and foreign government.

Jefferson merely wanted to buy Florida and the is-
land of New Orleans to keep out of war with France.
Napoleon happened to want to sell more than that be-
cause he preferred war with England—and needed
cold cash. It was Napoleon's idea that everything west
of the Mississippi, involving a gigantic slice of real
estate which now represents more than 14 of our 48
states, should be included in the deal—a factor which
obviously upped the purchase price.

Fortunately for us, we had Robert Livingston and
James Monroe as our representatives in France—both
men with vision. Jefferson had given them authority
to buy only New Orleans and that portion east of it,
which was then known as Florida, and he had put a
maximum of $10,000,000 on what they could spend.

Livingston and Monroe, however, came back with
practically the rest of the continent—had secured it all
for the bargain price of $15,000,000, which helped the
situation some—but Thomas Jefferson had to wage a
bitter fight to justify their seemingly extravagant trems-
action to a young nation, to whom at that time 15
million was a lot of money.

Yes, Thomas Jefferson has gone down in history as
one of the greatest Americans, mainly because he was
lucky enough to have two men who knew when to
exceed their orders.

Jefferson Parish, as it now exists, was only 426
square miles of that fabulous transaction, and yet, we
have every reason to believe that—mile for mile—it
has turned out to be the most prolific and productive
piece of the whole Louisiana Purchase and, therefore,
rightfully deserves the name of the man whom history
credits. And—here are our arguments.




Jetferson Parish reaches up from the Gulf of Mexico for sixty miles, like o
strong right arm, supporting the Port of New Orleans in its cupped palm, the
fingers disappearing in Lake Pontchartrain and the thumb cut off by Orleans
Parish. This is an apt comparison because the strong arm and helping hand
of Jefferson Parish are giving tremendous assistance to New Orlecns on her
steady forward march toward the great world prominence that is her post-war
opportunity and destiny.

New Orleans’ inevitable expansion will be in the direction of her port
activities. That means westward—into Jefferson Parish, where exist long miles
of river frontage and where there are acres of ten-year tax free industrial sites
for factories and warehouses.

Already sixty-one industrial concerns—ranging from the four world's
largest in their class to the moss ginner who employs several people—have
proven the practicability of Jefferson Parish as a manufacturing center. Here
are concentrated a population large enough to suoply intelligent workers. Here
are seven trunk line railroads, two railroad yards and a railroad shop. Here
are concrete highways, the $14,000,000 rail and vehicle Huey Long Bridge, the
Moissant Airport, which when completed, will be one of the largest in the
country, the famous toll free Intracoastal Canal and the old Mississippi itself.
Here also, as discussed in another portion of this issue, is the future natural
short route to tidewater. :

Here, in the roomy parish of Jefferson, right where the raw materials from
the South and West, from the Latin Americas and other foreign lands enter the
Port of New Orleans, is the ideal spot for economically processing them for
market or for storing them for reshipment.

In Jefferson Parish are the fuels to run the machinery of manufacturing:
its own abundant oil fields now comprising over 135 wells—natural gas—
ample electric power for great industrial expansion—even coal economically
transported by water from Kentucky and Alabama. Here also is another im-
portant factor—the climate for all year manufacturing and for economical
living.

This stately residence is indicative of the fine homes and beautiful surroundings to be found
in Metairie. This residential section is considered one of the finest in the South and we are
justly proud to claim it as part of Jefferson Parish.
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Jeiferson Parish officials
are working closely with
the State Highway De-
partment to secure
overpasses such as this
one located just west
of the Huey P. Long
Bridge, in other sections
of the parish, where
they are needed.

The population of Jefferson Parish doubled between 1920 and 1930. It has
again almost doubled. Industry came and saw and passed on the word to
others. Today this parish is the most highly industrialized section in Louisiana
—and it has just begun to grow.

I have used the word "prolific’’ several times. That was no artistic license
or writer's exaggeration. I mean just that. This parish has EVERYTHING. In
case you should get the ideq, from my remarks about the industrialization of
Jefferson, that we are merely a community of smoke stacks and time clocks,

I will give you a running resume of the whole parish—then we'll come back
to a few concluding points.

At the top of Jefferson Parish is one of the finest residential disiricts of
New Orleans—the town of Metairie—where it is always 5 to 10 degrees cooler
in the summer than in the city. Fine homes flourish here.

At the other end is one of the still undiscovered primitive places of
America—an Eden of sun and shade, surf and sand, trees, flowers and peace,
where time has been asleep a hundred years and where the honk of wild
geese is heard often—the automobile horn seldom.

Between these two extremes is the strange and romantic region of bayous,
bays and swamps. This is the locale of Louisiana's most colorful story—the
land of Lafitte and his pirate-patriots.

Here the visiting sportsman may enjoy a week's hunting or fishing. (Note:
Come to Jefferson Parish between May and October and you'll always get
your tarpon.) Here also the native earns a good year's living trapping ond
fishing. Pleasure for one. Profit for the other. All in this forty miles of water
wilderness between the industrial and residential section and an island of
enchantment.

Strange, paradoxical parish! There are spots in it where families back in
the bayous must use the tricky pirogue to get to town. Their doorstep is the
water's edge, their home a houseboat which they transfer from fishing grounds
to trapping grounds.

Yet through this same parish run the fast hichways from St. Augustine,
Florida, to San Diego, California; from New Orleans to Winnipeg; and from
New Orleans to Madison, Wisconsin.

Mickey Adam and Ann
Metoyer, daughters of
Grand Isle residents,
happily arise with the
sun to lend a hand with
the early morning sein-
ing. The sun and air
and climate build
strong, healthy young
bodies on Grand Isle.




At the airport in Jefferson Parish you are only a few hours from any spot
in the U. S. A. At Grand Isle, the same parish, you are over a century in the
past.

Industry! Beauty! Romance! Fishing! Hunting! Trapping! Ah, yes—we
forgot farming and dairying. New Orleans leans heavily on the milk and
cream from Jefferson. Truck farm products find their way to the New Orleans'
stores and historic French Market. The early cucumbers from Grand Isle are
famous firsts on the northern markets. And Jefferson Parish poultry is cm-
other food item gaining in prominence every day. The alluvial soil of Jefferson
is rich with top soil loot brought down by Old Man River for centuries. The iem-
perature will only average about 5 days a year as low as 32° and about the
same number of days a year as high as 95°.

This is a prolific parish—but not a self-satisfied parish. Right now, in time
of war, we are working for victory and preparing for peace.

We are fighting for a bridge from Gretna to New Orleans, a still closer
link with the East Bank. We have proposed to the U. S. Army Engineers the
shortest, practical deep sea channel to the Gulf—our Arrow To The Americas
that will bring the biggest ships of Uncle Sam's navy right up to the harbor
of Greater New Orleans. We plan a road to Grand Isle paralleling the ship
canal, that will put the safest and finest surf bathing in America only an hour
by car from Canal street. An additional project is a reinforced embankment
and highway along our lake front. And we are working for additional over-
passes in our congested areas so that the traffic of tomorrow can move at
tomorrow's pace.

The post-war program of Jefferson Parish is one designed to keep our in-
dustries expanding cand our people prosperous, and to help New Orleans
move nearer to her goal as Port No. 1 in the United States.

OUTGOING JEFFERSON PARISH POLICE JURY — MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

Seated, left to right: Clem Perrin, Ward 6, Lafitte (12 years); Wm. E. Strehle, Ward 2, Gretna (28
years); Hirsch Meyer, Ward 4, Marrero (12 years); W. R. Toledano, President, Ward 9, Kenner (24
years, |9 as president); Eugene Haydel, Former Office Clerk, now in the air service of the United
States; Mrs. J. P. Smith, Parish Treasurer and Assistant Secretary (4 years); Wm. Hepting, Sec-
retary (27 years); and Albert J. Cantrelle, President Pro-Tem., Ward 4, Marrero (20 years).

Standing, left to right: John H. Haas, Ward 1, Gretna (McDonoghville) (4 years): D. H. Roussel,
West Bank Road Superintendent (25 years); Leon Gendron, Ward 3, Harvey (8 years); John J.
Holtgreve, Ward 8, Metairie (8 years): Ernest Riviere, Ward 8, Metairie (8 years); Edward M.
Gordon, Ward 4, Westwego (12 years): W. Richard White, Ward 3, Gretna (5 years); C. V.
Bourgeois, Liquor License Inspector and Collector for the Sixth Ward (12 years); Ed. E. Feitel,
Ward 4, Harvey (12 years); Robert Ottermann, Ward 7, Southport (20 years); and Joseph Pefit,
Ward 5, Waggaman (20 years).
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Upper right: Northbound geese dis-
play precision flying for which they
are famed.

Upper left: A trio of Canada Geese
in perfect unison of movement.
Center: The beautiful Willet, a shore
bird, exhibits its powerful two-foot
wing spread. Once nearly extinct this
game bird is now protected.

Below: A Towering Black Duck, sud-
denly startled, takes off with the easy
grace and power of a bomber.

WILDLIFE

HE wildlife of Louisiana represents, in recrea-
ticn, in interest and in economic value, an
immense asset.

Grand Isle, that famous land where Jefferson Par-
ish meels the warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico,
is one of the very finest starting points for a survey
of the wildlife of the State, since it is a veritable
crossroads—south and north, east and west—Ifor
some of the most interesting members of our rich
birdlife.

Motoring along the beach in the early light of
morning, we come suddenly upon ten Blue Geese
who have made this strategic stretch of sand their
landing field. They look tired, and well they should,
for in one unbroken flight these birds have come
all the way from the arctic easiern entrance of Hud-
son Bay to find in southern Louisiana their winter
home.

The Blue Goose is one of our most extraordinary
migrants. Described in 1758 as originating from
Hudson Bay, its nesting grounds were never ac-
tually found until 1929. Soper, a Canadian natural-
ist, terminating a six-year search, discovered its
breeding places in Baffin Island and other limited
areas of the lands that form the Eastern Canadian
Arctic. Why these birds should choose to leave
the luxuriant coastal areas of Louisiana, where, in
only several concentrated spots, such as Main Pass
and Marsh Island, more than 95 per cent of all ex-
isting Blue Geese sojourn, and seek for their summer
home and nursery grounds the bleak and windswept
arctic tundra is a question to which no man has an-
swer. But, this they do.

Here, too, at Grand Isle, innumerable Warblers,
Tanagers, Orioles, Finches and many other birds

10 JEFFERSON PARISH YEARLY REVIEW




BY JAMES NELSON GOWANLOCH

Chief Biologist, The Department
of Conservation, State of Louisiana

stream in migration, arriving in the spring tired and
hungry from their flight over the Gulf or in autumn
leaving for winter homes farther south. Here the
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, tiniest of all our avi-
fauna, sets out unhesitatingly to fly five hundred
miles across the Gulf non-stop. It is interesting to
note, as another evidence of our benign Southern
Louisiana climate, that this jewel-like bird sometimes
stays the entire winter in New Orleans.

Wildlife, however, is made up of more than birds.
It includes the mammals, those animals that occur
in such abundance and variety, many of them so
unheeded by man that few bother even to learn
their names. Included too are the reptiles, such as
the once very valuable Diamondback Terrapin and
that creature we could so easily dispense with, the
ugly Water Moccasin. Here, too, are the amphibia,
including that admirable beast, the Bullfrog, whose
Cajun name, Quaouaron, Lafacadio Hearn once de-
scribed as the most delightful and perfect of all ex-
amples of a name imitative of a call.

It is the purpose of this article to indicate what
must of necessity be merely a few highlights of
Louisiana wildlife.

Louisicma has but slight variations in altitude
when compared, for example, with California, from
which fact one might think that our wildlife should
be poor. On the contrary, Louisiana is exceeded in
the richness of its birdlife by only two other of the
forty-eight states, namely, Californiac and Texas.

All birds are arranged technically into related
groups of species known as "families.” Sixty-five
families of birds have been recorded for the entire
North American continent, some of which are rep-
resented by only casual or accidental occurrence.

NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR 11

Upper left: Green Winged Teal, small
but swift, can coast to a landing with
the wind, or against it.

Upper right: The Common Tern,
whose symmetry of form is beautifully
revealed in this photograph, is a fa-
miliar bird throughout most of the
MNorth American continent.

Center: The American Widgeon-Bald-
pate is one of the fastest flyers of
the duck family.

Below: Pintails, whose two long Htail
feathers [noi fully developed on these
drakes) caused Audubon to call them
the "Sprigtails."




Yet of these sixty-five families, members of
no less than fifty have been found in Louis-
iana. Thus Louisiana has, as part of its rich
birdlife, representatives of no less than seven-
ty-seven per cent of all the bird families ever
known to occur on our whole continent. Stra-
tegic geographical position more than com-
pensates for the lack of that diversity of habi-
tat found in mountainous states. To Grand
Isle come such a southern species as the
Groove-billed Ani, such a northern species as
the Duck Hawk, such a western species as
the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, and such an
eastern species as the Reddish Egret. Here
indeed is a meeting place, biclogically, of the
four points of the wildlife compass. The re-
cent discovery of the airlines that New Or-
leans is a strategic four-way cross-roads for
planes merely corroborates what the birds
have always known.

Louisicna may be divided, for purposes of
wildlife consideration, into six physiocgraphic
regions, since the kinds of wildlife present are
dependent upon the home that they can find.
These regions are the blufflands, uplands, al-
luvial lands, pine flats, prairies and coastal
marshes. Alluvial lands are, of these, nat-
urally the most characteristic of the State,
composing as they do about one-half of our
total area; while the coastal marshes, ranging
from ten to sixty miles inland, form one of
the most interesting environments of all. Such
is the patchwork pattern of environments,
rcnging in height from the blufflands of the
Felicianas (East and West Feliciana Parishes)
to the beaches upon which the sea surf
breaks. Each provides habitation for typical
groups of animals. Probably most unusual
of all are the coastal marshes whose luxuri-
ant vegetation conceals a richness of life that
is not yet properly comprehended, even by
the biologist.

Most abundant of the game mammals of
Louisiana are the Cottontail and the larger
Swamp Rabbit, the first of which occurs chief-
ly in old fields and woodland borders, while
the latter is generally distributed over the low-
lands, including the marshes along the Gulf
Coast,

Deer range in considerable numbers over
most of the State and in some sections are
common. It is interesting to note how well
adapted these animals have become to a life
along the coastal lowlands where they find
abundant shelter in the willow-grown ridges.
The writer has been deeply impressed, when
paddling silently in a pirogue along a bayou,

Not long ago Louisiana Conservation men made an expadition into the swamps fo save young deer endangered
by high water. Photographer Edouard Morgan was fortunate in recording on film the story of the benevolent
deer hunt, rivaling the tale of "Bambi." Here, in sequence, is the discovery of a group of young deer surround-
ing a doe, undisturbed and merely curious at the human intrusion. However, sensing that here is their natural
enemy, man, the group breaks up and a doe and what is evidently a real life "Bambi" are caught as they
silently steal off. Curiosity gets the better of the baby deer and he stops to investigate. Below, two bucks,
hearing the disturbance, rush to the rescue of their young. (See Page 14)




Miracle Homes of Tomorrow

Il.l!rom

Twenty-two years ago newspapers from
Maine to California headlined the mak-
ing of "'the largest board in the world" at
Marerro, Louisiana.

Since then, Marrero men and Louisiana
sugar cane have helped to make the
Celotex plant at Marrero—now grown to
ten times its original size—the world's
largest producer of insulation board
products. In achieving this, Marrero and
Jefferson Parish have made a major con-
tribution to the comfort and healthfulness
of homes all over the world.

Today, some 2500 Jefferson Parish resi-
dents are working at Celotex, turning out
building materials needed by Uncle Sam's
fighting forces and war industries. An-
other 1130 local Celotex men and women
are serving with the
Army, Navy, Marines :
and Coast Guard. ( E
BUILDIN

Marrero

Tomorrow — when peace comes — the
Marrero plant will have an equally im-
portant part in building a new America
and helping to rebuild the rest of the
world. Marrero men and Louisiana sugar
cane will be called upon to produce a
great volume of Celotex products, in-
cluding many new ones.

These Celotex products will help to cre-
ate new types of homes—Miracle Homes
of the future — that will be finer and
less costly than any built in the past —
homes that will probably be erected at
the rate of 2,000,000 a year after the
war.

In these future days, as in the 22
years that have passed, Celotex will
continue to do its full share for the
well - being of the
people of Jefferson
Parish.

THE CELOTEX CORPORATION
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by the almost magical ability with which deer
at the water's edge will suddenly and silently
vanish into the tangled cover. Fox squirrels
of several species provide excellent quarry
for the skillful marksmon. Bears still occur
in some parts of the state, chiefly in the heav-
ily timbered bottomlands along such rivers as
the Tensas and the Atchafalaya.

Predatory, yet valuable because of its skin,
the mink still ranges throughout the entire
state, a total of as many as a hundred thou-
sand pelts being taken in four parishes in a
single year.

The Otter, odd and inquisitive in its habits,
ranges throughout most of the parishes but is
properly most abundant around the mouths
of the rivers. As many as seventeen not in-
frequently may be observed swimming along
in a leisurely manner or playing gracefully
in the water. Full of curiosity, they will ar-
rest their movements at a sharp whistle and
will then cruise in the offing to watch for what
will happen next.

The Gray Fox occurs throughout the State
and is a considerable enemy of such ground-
nesting birds as quail. The Red Fox is not
a native Louisianian. Imported by fox hunters
it has become established in many regions,
but appears to be less damaging to wildlife
than is its gray relative.

One strange member of our fauna is the
Armadillo, wierdest of all North American
mammals. This creature apparently moved
eastward years ago from Texas into our State
and has now spread over virtually all of Lou-
isicma with records in areas east of the Mis-
sissippi. Armadillos, active at night, burrow
rapidly and roam widely. Quail hunters, ap-
prehensive that this nocturnal wanderer might
be a serious quail enemy, can be assured that
such is not the case. Careful studies reveal
that Armadillos feed chiefly on insects, includ-
ing that serious southern quail pest, the fire-
ant. Their presence in Louisiana, it is to be
concluded, is beneficial.

Probably few Louisianicns realize that the
Beaver, the Wolf and the Panther (Mountain
Lion or Cougar) are still members of our
fauna. The Beaver occurs along the Amite
and Comite Rivers and some of them have
recently been transferred to the Tangipahoa.
They became so numerous in one vart of East
Baton Rouge Parish that their fondness for
corn caused considerable alarm among the
farmers whose lands bordered the stream.
One agent of the Department of Conservation,

And here we see the actual rescue. Young "Bambi" is not only lost—but fast getting out over his head in
water and it appears that he is relieved, rather than frightened, to see the Game Warden approach. "Bambi"
and what may well be his brother, "Sambi" don't seeim a bit perturbed as the Game Warden picks them up
and carries them to safety. Those deer which the Conservation men could return to their families were re-
leased. One, which was completely lost, was taken to a nearby farm and fed by bottle. In the last photograph
"Bambi," surrounded by admirers, is on his way to a new home at the zoo—and from all appearances it would
seem he is lapping up the attention!




The Southern Cotton
Oil Company

Manufacturers of

WESSON OIL
SNOWDRIFT SHORTENING

GRETNA, LOUISIANA
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on one occasion, caught eighteen beavers in one community with live traps
and transferred them, unharmed, to other areas where they were more wel-
come,

Wolves can be heard in some of the wilder bottomlands in the northeast-
ern part of the State and elsewhere. Some of this same habitat is shared by
the Panther, one or two specimens of which are taken almost every vyear. It
is a strange conirast, therefore, the existence of these traditionally wild crea-
tures in the State of Louisiana where, in addition to the pattern of modern
towns and cities, the confines of the State still include abrupt transiiions wo
primitive areas of bottomland and swamp.

Perhaps nowhere in the world do there exist more picturesque names for
wildlife than in Louisiana. This doubtless is in large part due to the peculiar
backgrounds of the early inhabitants of the State, who, from the earliest French
adventurers and hunters faced the hardships of an unusual wilderness from
which they sturdily won their sustenance. Someone once said that an Indian'’s
idea of a road was a means of getting from one place to another and arriving
there alive. This would well have applied to primitive Louisiana, were it
not for the fact that the rich network of waterways provided for the bateau
and pirogue of traveler and hunter a highway paved with water, by which
he could pass through the wilderness—a wilderness, seemingly interminable,
seemingly unconquerable.

Louisiana wildlife names have arisen from the intermingling of no less
than seven languages, French, Indian, German, English, African, Spanish and
Italion. The Opossum became Rat de Bois (rat of the woods'); that eminent
animal the skunk became Béte Paunte ("stinking beast”) or, even more vividly,
Arrosotr ("sprinkler’” or "watering can”); while to the bat was given the odd
appellation Souris-chaude ("hot mouse”), apparently a reversal and corruption
of the name used in France, Chauve-souris ("'baldheaded mouse").

A characteristic winter scene is the sight of graceful Tree Swallows play-
ing over the marshes or criss-crossing in search of food low over the surface
of the Mississippi River. Characteristic, also, and surprising to visitors from
the North is the summer spectacle of the Orchard Oriole, a bird elsewhere so
completely associated with trees. Here, however, it builds its nest among the
marsh plants of even, low coastal islands.

The Bob-White is undoubtedly the species that provides more hunting than
any other single bird. Its spirited and lovely call can be heard in Louisiana
in appropriate areas all the way from the Arkansas border to Weeks Island
on the Gulf. Over-hunting, erosion, the rise and spread of useless vegetation
such as broom sedge, have been among the factors that blotted out in many
parts of the State what was once fine quail hunting. The Division of Wildlife
and Fisheries of the Department of Conservation has, under the direction of
Major James Brown, Director, conducted extensive activities to restore this
bird to its former wide abundance. Quail raised in the State-operated hatch-
eries have been distributed through the cooperation of local sportsmen's clubs
to areas all over Louisicna, where they have been released on public lands
at such time of year that they have ample opportunity to join with the wild
coveys and set up their own households. Especially important has been the
program, likewise conducted by Major Brown, of providing farmers with seed
of good quail plants such as lespezda, together with fertilizer, so that soil
erosion can be checked and excellent food and cover for quail grown.

One voice, solemn and sonorous, heard from Louisiana woodlands is that
of the Barred Owl, a year round resident. This is one of the birds most fre-
quently found killed on the highways, which is quite unfortunate since its
food habits are, on the whole, highly beneficial.

Coastal Louisiana, as well as many inland areas, provide ideal habitats
for Herons. The writer, on one occasion, while passing down one of the coastal
waterways, observed in less than twenty minutes no less than eight different
species of the Heron family. Striking in their beauty, Herons range in colora-
tion all the way from the pure white of the Snowy and American Egrets to the
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complex pattern of the Louisiana Heron and the Least Bittern. Strangest in
coloration of all is the Little Blue Heron, a common species which, completely
white when young, assumes a piebald blue and white pattern before attaining
the uniformly blue body and wings of the adult. Social birds, Herons nest
in crowded colonies from which they scatter far and wide during the day in
search of food. Their evening home-coming, when after circling over the rook-
ery they suddenly plunge downward to their nests, is a beautiful and memor-
able sight. Herons are welcome birds to the eyes of all who grow rice or any
other agricultural crop because, although these species eat frogs and fish (the
latter unimportant kind), the major part of their diet is composed of grass-
hoppers and other insect pests.

Terns and Gulls are among the most familiar of our sea birds. Not only
do they occur along the coasts but they may, like the graceful Least Tern,
penetrate far inland. Scarcely anything can match the spectacular character
of the tern cities located on the coastal islands. Cabot, Caspian and Royal
Terns by the thousands congregate in compact nesting colonies particularly
along the low shell islands of the Chandeleurs. These birds certainly lack
wisdom in planning their cities, since with available abundant territory that
seems to our human judgment much more desirable, they, nevertheless, year
after year cheerfully choose beaches so low that the rise of tide due to a single
minor storm will sweep, into destroyed windrows, thousands of their eggs in
a single day. Undaunted they cheerfully again set up their complicated
house-keeping.

Louisiona has an abundant Rail population. “Thin as a Rail” is a well
chosen phrase, for these birds are laterally compressed, enabling them to run
easily through the reeds and other vegetation of the marshes in which they
live. The peculiar cry of the Clapper Rail, resembling the sound of the watch-
man's rattle of long ago, is familiar to all as, too, are the oddly contrastingly
colored black young. The Clapper Rail keeps chiefly to the salt or brackish
water marshes while the King Rail prefers fresh water. Both are known in

Louisiana as "marsh
One of North America's rarest birds, the Whooping Crane. hens” and are highly
This pair, in flight, was photographed in Louisiana. prized as game birds.
One remarkable thing

about the Rails is the fact
that whenever pursued
in the marsh they take
with reluctance to the air
and {ly only short dis-
tances, yet their normal
migration may carry
them, in certain species,
a thousand miles. Thus,
our Sora Rail, breeding
in Manitoba, winters on
the Gulf Coast, while the
little Yellow Rail, found,
in summer, as far north
as Southern MacKenzie
and Central Quebec,
Canada, likewise jour-
neys to the Gulf states
for its winter home.

The Poule d'Eau
(American Coot) is an
abundant bird familiar to
every hunter. It is, how-
ever, not an unmitigated
blessing since it com-
petes with the much
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Here photographer Albert Dixon Simmons has
captured the beauty and grace of birds in
flight at sunset.

more desirable ducks for their food
and will often in concentrated num-
bers completely clean out the useful
vegetation of good duck territory.
The removal of the bag limit on coots
(which must be a Federal matter)
would, the writer believes, be de-
sirable.

The Raccoon, that quizzical crea-
ture, almost a jester among our wild-
life, ranges in every parish of the
State.  Where it can reach the is-
land-nesting Pelicans, the ‘coon is
capable of causing heavy depradations among these birds. The writer has
often encountered clear evidence of such work.

Our Pelican, official symbol on our state seal and also official state bird,
deserves a special meniion. Properly knocwn as the Eastern Brown Pelican,
this grave fowl has every right, by tradition and by performance, to hold the
high office that it honors. The Brown Pelican occurs throughout central and
southern United States, being represented on the Pacific Coast by a western
sub-species. Brown Pelicans are no enemies of our fisheries since most ex-
haustive scientific investigations have established that the fish they eat include
almost none of either game or commercial value.

The Pelican has a historic position in written natural history that dates
back ten centuries. There were compiled, over one thousand yedrs ago, in
manuscript form, certain quite remarkable documents known then as
"Beastaries.” These were discourses on natural history written by medievail
monks, consisting, in fact, of only a slight chemical trace of any natural history
at all but an overwhelming dose of Middle Ages moral precept teaching. The
Pelican became the symbol of unselfish devotion, because the action of the
mother bird in regurgitating swallowed fish to feed its offspring was misunder-
stood, and it was believed that the parent actually tore open her own breast
and fed, with unfailing sacrifice, her young with her own blood. Even Shake-
speare refers to this legend when, in "“King Lear” he speaks of “pelican
daughters.” It is such a sacrificial act that the Pelican is depicted as perform-
ing in the representation of herself and her young on our state sedl.

Brown Pelicans nest in exceedingly interesting colonies in Louisicng, par-
ticularly on islands off the coast. The contrast between the constant rcucous
racket of the young and the completely silent anxiety of the disturbed parents
in their ponderous flight is indeed memorable. Young Pelicans are first dead
black in the color of their skins but scon acquire a white coat of down. Adult
Pelicans so often bring sharply to the observer's mind the impression of what
those long extinct reptiles, the pterodactyls, must have looked like when the
earth was much younger and allegedly much less civilized thon it now is.

Dr. Harry Church Oberholser, one of the most eminent North American
ornithologists, has well said:

"The coast of Louisicna, situated as it is in the central portion of the
northern coast of the Gulf of Mexico, lies directly in the migration route ccross
the Gulf of Mexico that is used by so many birds traveling from the Gulf
States to Central and South America. On the Gulf shore, in southern Jefferson
Parish, is situated Grand Isle, a sandy coastal island that, however, supports
a considerable growth of live-oak trees. By reason of its position and appar-
ent attractiveness to birds, it seems lo be a port of call for large numbers of
northward migrating small birds in the spring and their first stopping place
on the edge of the mainland of the United States. Few places seem to be so
advantageous for the study ol ilie migratery movements of birds in the spring
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Here is an unusual photograph of
winged warfare. A Mourning Dove
speeds to safety as a Cooper's Hawk
z0oms close behind.

as does Grand Isle, and the
large numbers of migrating
birds that are to be found at
this locality during the north-
ward migration when weather
conditions are right, are almost
unbelievable.”

One scientific method of
studying bird migration is by
banding individual birds. A se-
rially numbered band is placed
on the bird by an expert com-
petent to identify the species.
Recovery of the band then tells how far and how long the individual has trav-
elled. Turning now to some Louisiana records we find many of interest. A
few are cited here:

A Cedar Waxwing banded at Shirley, Massachusetts, July 11, 1933, was
found at Houma, Louisiana, February 25, 1934. A Ruddy Turnstone, banded
at .Zion, Illinois, September 4, 1929, was found at Eayou Scofield, Louisiang,
October 10, 1929. A Robin, banded at Kingston, Ontario, July 22, 1934, was
found at Lake Pontchartrain, Louisicna, December 21, 1934. A Killdeer, banded
at Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, June 27, 1933, was found at Arnaudville,
Louisiana, Jemuary 5, 1936.

Interesting records of three waterfowl, each banded at Avery Island, fol-
low: A Blue Goose, banded November 12, 1933, was found at Moosonee, On-
tario, Canada, May, 1936. A Pintail, banded March 4, 1933, was found at
Steep Rock, Manitoba, Canada, July, 1936. A Pintail, banded December 22,
1933, was found at Pitt Point, Alaska, July 29, 1934.

The way Canvasback wander is indicated by two individuals, each
banded at Abbeville, Louisicna. The first, January 29, 1933, was found at
Huaniquero de Morales, Michoacan, Mexico, January 2, 1934. The second,
banded February 4, 1929, was found at San Diego County, California, Novem-
ber 13, 1929,

Particularly of interest are the records of Woodcock since, more than in
any other State of the Union, Woodcock appear to congregate for their winter
home in Louisicna. Out of eight birds banded near Lottie in Point Coupee
Parish, January 14, 1937, one was killed October 2 of the same year near
Martinsburg, New York, cnother October 29, 1938, near Sloansville, New York,
while of seven Woodcock banded on the night of January 7, 1937, near Sher-
burne in Pointe Coupee Parish, one was killed on November 14 of the following
yvear at Chipman’s Corner, Nova Scotia, Canada.

Particularly interesting, also, is a record of o Pintail duck shot just below
Dulac, Terrebonne Parish, November 28, 1933. The band was so worn that
the lettering could not be read until the metal was specially treated by the
FBI It was then found that this Pintail, hatched at the Waoubay National
Wildlife Refuge, Waubay, South Dakota, and banded there August 18, 1929,
had carried the band for almost five years.

Still more remarkable is the story of a Dosgris (officially the lesser Scaup),
which was shot by the writer's friend, Robert "Bobbet” Gaspard, Christmas,
1941, in a salt marsh between Lake Borgne and Lake Catherine. Mr. Gaspard
brought the band to the writer who found that so worn was the metal that noth-
ing whatever could be deciphered even under a microscope. The aluminum
circlet was then submitted to the F.B.I. who, by application of special methods,
revealed the bird band’'s message. The writer was then astonished to learn
that this duck had actually been banded by another of his friends, Mr. R. B.
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Gordon, near Abbeville, Louisiana, December 23, 1933. It is challenging to
contemplate the vicissitude and hazards encountered by this bird in traversing
sixteen times the entire length of our country, an agaregate journey of approxi-
mately 32,000 miles.

Remarkable among our northern migrants is the Great Blue Heron, a
common Louisiana species. The Great Blue Heron and its sub-species occur
as breeding birds from Northern Canada to the Gulf. Great Blue Herons make
long flights. One banded June 21, 1936, at De Pue, Illinois, was shot on Monkey
River, British Honduras, on November 30 of the same year. Of two banded
at Waseca, Southeastern Minnesota, one flew nineteen hundred miles to Oax-
aca, Southern Mexico, the other twenty-six hundred miles to Gatun Lake,
Panama. Both of their flight lines, if they were direct, probably traversed
Louisiana.

Sixty years ago Louisiana received from Japan by way of Venezuela and
New Orleans a Japanese gift that has done and is doing inestimable damage
to our wildlife. This is the water hyacinth known generally throughout the
State as the "water lily.” When, in 1884, an International Cotton Exposition
was held in New Orleans the Japanese representatives in their building on
the Exposition grounds gave away these plants, which they had imported
from Venezuela, as souvenirs. The plants originally came from Japan. Eager-
ly sought because of their beauty, these plants were taken far and wide by
exposition visitors. As early as 1890 an agitation was started to take some
measures to control the water hyacinth and in 1897 Congress made its first
appropriation of $£5,000 for the study of this plant in the waters of Louisiana and
Florida. 1899, 1902 and 1912 are the dates of the first three Congressional acts
providing funds for water hyacinth removal in Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana
and Texas, the four states into which they had, even then, spread.

Another plant, an American native, the alligator weed (alligator grass),
often joins up with the water hyacinth and contributes badly to the damage
done. Water hyacinth cannot live on land while alligator grass, although it
can spread out over the water, must remain attached to the shore.

The water hyacinth is one of the worst bioclogical pests in the State of Lou-
isiana. The writer, with the invaluable assistance of Mr. W. E. Wunderlich,
of the United States Engineers, War Department, worked out for the Depart-
ment of Conservation a water hyacinth control unit capable of being trans-
ported to any point to which an automobile could travel. Consisting essen-
tially of a twenty-foot long, three-foot wide conveyor mounted on two auto-
mobile wheels and handled as a trailer attached to a truck, the machine is
mounted on three sheetiron pontoons. The Department of Conservation had
two of these units constructed and they have been in successful operation for
over two vears under the direct supervision of Major James Brown, Director
of the Wildlife and Fisheries Division, but due to the wartime manpower situa-
tion it is not possible at present to continue this work. Using a simple cutting
pattern it is possible to have the water hyacinth move steadily onto the con-
veyor. They are thrown out onto the bank where rapidly these plants die,
quickly losing their 95 per cent water content. Each unit is capable of clear-
ing 1200 square vyards of hyacinth infested water an hour. Although the
motor necessary to operate the conveyor is actually less than four horsepower,
the machine has the surprising capacity of throwing out cnd disposing of
the water hyacinth at the rate of one ton a minute.

Water hyacinths jam up navigation. Repeatedly, owners of homes and
camps along bayous, where the only means of access is by boat, have been
compelled to abandon their valuable equities because they could no longer
traverse the hyacinth infested waters. Water hyacinths completely destroy
the fishing value of the ponds, bayous and lakes which they cover, Light
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penetration is blocked. Under-water plants, necessary either as food or shelter
for various forms of life upon which the fish feed, or necessary shelter for the
fish themselves, are destroyed and the fish (game or commercial) must starve
or migrate. Investment of many tens of thousands of dollars of State money
in State fish and game preserves is being endangered, and will be completely
destroyed unless the water hyacinth is controlled. The water hyacinth, also,
to a very serious degree affects the usefulness of what would otherwise be
ideal duck ponds. When water hyacinth rafts form they may be driven back
and forth by the wind and thus destroy, by scouring out, underwater stands of
valuable duck-food plants. When, also, water hyacinths completely cover the
surfaces of such ponds they render them utterly useless as haven or port-of-call
for migratory waterfowl. Chemical methods of control have, for various rea-
sons, proven unsatisfactory. One of the big post-war jobs to be done in the
State of Louisiana is a program to bring this dangerous Japanese plant pest
under control, and recapture, for our recreation and our other valuable eco-
nomic use, the vast water expanses that have been so disastrously invaded.

The economic importcnce of Louisiana wildlife is tremendous. Where
such excellent duck and goose hunting, tarpon fishing and other forms of
angling are available in the picturesque setting and natural charm of our
state, it is natural that visitors from far away should come to Louisiana to
combine many pleasures in one journey. The economic value of the activities
of Louisicna sportsmen within the state is also very great. Every time the
hunter or fishermen pursues his sport he adds to the income of a wide range
of fellow citizens. When, under normal conditions he enjoys such recreation,
he contributes most substantially by his use of and payment for transporta-
tion services, food, overnight accommodations and the personal services of a
guide, expert in hunting and fishing. Any important hunting and fishing
community in Louisicna can provide such guides and they are of traditional
excellence. Fish and other game must be regarded as a crop, a crop to be
carefully guarded, as far as its safe perpetuation is concerned, but a crop that
very definitely should be harvested since, unharvested, it is simply wasted.

No state of all our forty-eight excels Louisiana in its fine tradition of hunt-
ing and fishing enjoyment. Once a wilderness, which Columbus has been
credited with sighting along its lowest southern border on his mysterious fourth
voyage in 1502, Louisiana is a land rich in wildlife and rich in historic back-
ground. It was the meeting place of primitive hunter, trader, adventurer, priest
and soldier of fortune, a mingling of daring men who lived dangerously in
the presence of wild nature, gaining from bayou, lake cnd forest their fare
and their welfare.

They have left to us a precious heritage that, damaged sometimes by in-
evitable changes of developing civilization, damaged sometimes by prodigal
waste through our own carelessness, we still have in rich measure. Such is
the wildlife of Louisiona—unique in many ways in the wildlife pattern of
our entire continent.

James Nelson Gowanloch, author of this article, has
been Chief Biologist for the Louisiana State Department of
conservation for 13 years. His lifetime has been devoted to
the study of the flora and fauna of our country. Marine re-
search has taken him from Nova Scotia to the Dry Tortugas
Islands off Florida and to the Pacific Coast. For 13 years
he was a professor in American and Canadian universities.
To those interested in supplementing the reading of this
article with further information, we recommend “The Bird
Life of Louisiana” in the writing of which Mr. Gowanloch
collaborated with Dr. Harry C. Oberholser.
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BY M. F. PARSONS

ON AUGUST 5, 1943, the Ship Channel Committee of the Police Jury of
Jefferson Parish ond the Dock Board of New Orleans presented to the
U. S. Army Engineers—in public hearing—two different routes for a proposed
deep ship channel to the Gulf of Mexico.

On that memorable date, both these groups—representing Greater New
Orleans—realized that, although they differed in the details, they were fighting
for a common cause; and, that their united efforts were putting in motion the
project that would be Postwar Problem No. 1, not only for New Orleans and
Louisicna—but for the whole Mississippi Valley.

New Orleans has ahead of it the greatest postwar opportunity of any city
in the world. It is the natural port of exit for the great Mid-Continent area of
the United States, which accounts for 42.1 per cent of the retail sales of the
country, supplies 63.5 per cent of the farm income, contains 49.3 per cent of
the population and produced—before the war—40 per cent of the manufactured
products. During the war, it has fared particularly well in the location of new
industries. This means that the Mississippi Valley will have o postwar per-
centage of industrialization undreamed of before Pearl Harbor—and that these
factories will agaressively seek new peace time markets.

Through their natural port of exit, New Orleans, they will find them in the
Latin Americas, the great trade frontier of the future. From the rich Mid-
Continent of the United States—via truck over fine fourlane highways, via
rail over eight trunk line railroads, via boat over our inland waterways and
via air by means of the new airlines which have made New Orleans their
terminus—will come finished products of our factories to be shipped to the
machine-hungry Latin Americas.

Only one thing is needed to clinch this great chance of a great city.
Everyone familiar with the economics of the Port of New Orleans is aware that
the Mississippi River passage to the Gulf has been inadequate for years. The
war has simply brought to a crisis a situation that has long been tolerated.
We can wait no longer. Post war ships will be larger. Postwar commerce will
be heavier. Postwar competition will be tougher. A ship canal MUST be
built—and that canal must be the deepest and best approach on the whole
Gulf Coast.
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Jefferson Parish recommended to the U. S. Engineers that this future ship
channel should be located on the West Side of the Mississippi, where Jefferson
Parish quietly awaits its destiny as the "Brooklyn'’' of New Orleans.

Here, digested for quick understanding and future reference, are the arqu-
ments presented by Jefferson Parish. To help you we have included a map of
the channel recommended. And, as you observe how it takes the shortest
distance between two points straight as an arrow down through the Parish to
Gulf deep water, you will understand why it has been named “THE ARROW
TO THE AMERICAS."

A ship canal such as proposed—a canal that will build around it one of

the greatest seaports in history—must be built where industry can grow. It

| must have available room on its banks to welcome new enterprises. It must
| have space beyond those banks to expand as its industrial life grows, and, it
must be located where the resources required by industry are most convenient.

A glance at the New Orleans’ growth chart over the years shows that to
the East have centered the retail, the cultural, the wholesale and the residential
activities. Buf to the West Bank have gravitated the industries, the storage
facilities, the majority of all the trunk line railroads bringing raw materials to
New Orleans, the railroad yards and the machinery of commerce. Right now
the plants handling nearly 60 per cent of the normal industrial volume of New
Orleans are located in Jefferson Parish.

Here are electric power, natural gas, cil and water—all unlimited and
available to industry. Here, also, are miles of ten-year tax free parish lond,
still uncrowded and ideal for future factories.

Through this area, abounding in natural advantages, Jefferson Parish
engineers have indicated a route that will be SHORTER.

The "ARROW TO THE AMERICAS'" would anchor at Crown Point on the
Intracoastal Canal on the northern end and terminate at Barataria Bay, the
actual canal distance being approximately 42 miles. This is the closest point
to Gulf deep water from New Orleans in anv direction. !

Ships would come through Barataria Pass between Grand Terre ond
Grand Isle, a natural channel that has maintained an 80 foot depth for
generations.

By this route it is estimated that a ship can reach Crown Point from Tide-
water in three hours as compared to the 12 hours now consumed fighting
upstream on the Mississippi. From Crown Point—where rail, barge, air and
truck distributing systems would pick up cargoes—the distance is only 9 miles
to Gretna and 12 miles to the Huey Long Bridge. It has been recommended by
certain factions, that this canal be cut through to Westwego on the Mississippi,
an additional channel distance of only 8 miles.

Experts claim that "THE ARROW TO THE AMERICAS" would save ship-
pers, over the present river route, one dollar per cargo ton.

"THE ARROW TO THE AMERICAS" could be constructed for $10,000,000.
This low estimate is based on these factors. First, the utilization of present
bayous and cut offs over part of the route would minimize dredging. Second,
none of the terrain for the entire distance presents dredging difficulties. Third,
no bridges will be required. And fourth, the Gulf end represents no silt elimina-
tion or control.

Its economical construction estimate also takes into consideration the inex-
pensive right of way purchases that would be possible. Practically all of the
Jefferson Parish land through which this canal would be routed is undeveloped
and therefore cheap. Most of it is property of the State, under Conservation
Department protection. None of it passes within the limits of any town.

It will be a safe and reliable route for shippers. There will be no currents
or curves to present navigation hazards. The absence of silt formation guar-
antees a uniform depth at all times. The canal, being salt water, will offer
deep water conditions to fruit cargo shippers—a very important profit point.
Fruit ripens faster in fresh water. This route will also eliminate bar and river
pilot charges and automatically lower insurance rates.
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From an industrial standpoint, the earth secured from the excavation of
the canal can be utilized to a safe height and several hundred feet in width
as building sites and switching facilities—plus e fourlane highway to Grand
Isle on the West Bank.

Its completion would open up the agricultural, seafood, cattle raising and
industrial possibilities of Grand Isle and the surrounding islands. Its construc-
tion would also make available to industry the rich oil, gas and sulphur
resources immediately adjacent to the canal.

“THE ARROW TO THE AMERICAS" would pass right through the famous
Lafitte Oil Field. In Plaquemines Parish, which joins Jefferson on the East, are
the rich Grand Ecaille sulphur mines.

0il cnd sulphur are two things which industry cannot do without. Every
modern means of locomotion that flies, rolls or floats requires oil and every
article manufactured, somewhere in its production or handling, comes in con-
tact with sulphur in one of its many forms or applications.

To these two vital commodities "THE ARROW TO THE AMERICAS”
would offer a cheap, handy ride to market.

“THE ARROW TO THE AMERICAS" would bring additional wedalth to
local, state and Federal governments. At present, the greater part of the land
through which the canal would be projected is low value marsh land, un-
developed and practically uninhabited. When the canal goes through,
thousands of these low value acres will become industrial sites, roadways or
ship slips and docks. Land values will raise.

It will put us closer to the Central and South Americas and closer to the
Pacific Ocean if the Tehuantepec Canal across Mexico is eventually con-
structed.

There is, also, a final consideration that strengthens still more the Jefferson
Parish deep ship channel route. There will be, at the Gulf end, excellent land
and water facilities for a large naval base. With this canal, all vessels of our
Navy could be serviced here—in close conjunction with sea and land planes
at a similarly constructed air base in the same area.

At the time this report went to press no word had been received as to
which route the U. S. Army Engineers have approved. Back in 1929, when the
need of a deep ship channel was already under consideration, the Engineers
reported that the route now proposed by Jefferson Parish was the most feasible
route from a construction and economic standpoint. We hope they reach the
same conclusion again.

But—Ilet us not lose sight of the main issue, which is A DEEP SHIP CHAN-
NEL. Whichever route is approved, our fight has just begun. The decision
of the U. S. Engineers will be merely the first step in the project.

We think it is a foregone conclusion that both Jefferson Parish and New
Orleans, when the U. S. Engineers hand down their decision, will forget their
differences of opinion and will unite in support of the selected route.

Then will come the struggle to get it through Congress—to get the money
to build it—to get the rest of the states to see its value to the whole nation as
we do.

M. F. PARSONS

My, Parsons, author of the preceding article, is Vice-
President of Celotex Corporation, in charge of the Marrero
plant and all operations throughout Louisiana in connection
with the purchase and gathering of bagasse. When Celotex
was but an idea in 1920, Mr. Parsons joined the original
organization. For 24 years he has been associated with
every activity of his company, the largest of its kind in the
world, and has a quarter century's economic knowledge of
the parish in which it is located.
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By HARNETT T. KANE

AKING «a talk on the subject of Louisiana’s bayous some time ago in

Mississippi, I was asked a question by a good-humored listener: Why,

in writing about the bayou country and its people, hadn't 1 mentioned any of

“those big storms” since the Cheniere Caminada hurricane of 18937 Weren't
they always hitting here, and killing people?

" My cnswer was that, in the fifty years since the much-publicized blow
of ‘93, the area about New Orleans had been visited only once by a heavy
hurricane, in 1915. At that time, in the places adjoining the city, only a hand-
ful of persons died, and in New Orleans itself—only two. And those two lives
were lost because the individuals failed to heed warnings to stay indoors out
of the path of flying debris!

Thereby hangs a story. This pair of tropical outbursts, over a period
of a half century, should not give New Orlecns and its surroundings a classi-
fication as a "hurricane belt’ cny more than the Chicago fire should set that
city apart as one peculiarly subject to flames. As a matter of fact, over a
period of years, more persons die of cyclones or twisters in the interior of the
United States than meet death in the Gulf coast hurricanes striking at all points
from Florida to Texas.

In former years, in this rich Deep Delta area built up by the winding Mis-
sissippi, people might have had reason for fear when September or October
winds moved upon them. There was no way of knowing, until the last mo-
ment, if or when or how the elements would strike. Today, say those whose
job it is to cope with the winds, there is no reason why a single life should be
lost. Louisiana has learned to handle its storms. It recognizes the signs far
in advance; it takes precautions and it protects itself.

For much of this, one particular Louisianian is responsible. Today, in a
dusty art shop at 633 St. Peter Street, a sprightly, goateed man with sharp eyes
and a no less sharp sense of humor, chuckles with his customers and talks
about the weather. He is Dr. Isaac Monroe Cline, for many years the prin-
cipal meteorologist in charge of the United States Weather Bureau office at
New Orleans. Now in zestful retirement, he is one of the great figures in the
history of American weather forecasting.

. "Old Doc" Cline wrestled with the hurricanes, treated them as his personal
enemies and sought out their weak points over a period of many years. He
came to know as much about the subject as any man, and he put his infor-
mation to work.

He had o reason for his interest, a bitter one. In 1900 he was living in
Texas, in charge of the Galveston station and the Texas section of the United
States Weather Bureau. His main concern then inclined toward medicine. He
belonged to the state and national medical associations, and he lectured on
medical climatology at Texas State University's medical school. Then, one
night changed his life. September 8 came, and with it the Galveston storm.
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Isaac Monroe Cline, M.D., Sc.D.—the Weather
Wizard—beside a bust of himself. While be-
low is the Gulf of Mexico, whose many moods
he studied and carefully charted for years un-
til he was able to see beyond her smiling shores
and surface and accurately foretell her mount-
ing angers long before she herself was able to
express them in sudden and sullen storms.

Among those who were killed was his young wife, drowned before his eyes.
He managed to save his three children; and ""Doc’’ Cline decided the next day
to give up medicine and put himself into a fight against the forces of the winds.

There was no reason, he told himself, why the toll of the tropical hurri-
canes could not be greally curtailed. Men called them "unpredictable.” ""Doc”
Cline felt that nothing was unpredictable. He dug into records, he made in-
spections, he set up measuring instruments, he interviewed witnesses, and
slowly he accumulated thick volumes of data. Sometimes he was discour-
aged, but every year added new facts, building what was almost certainly
the greatest collection of information on the subject. Gradually he was de-
veloping his thesis.

The route of a tropical hurricane, he found, is certain cnd can be deter-
mined in advance if watchers ashore will study the rise and fall of the tides.
The hurricane, like other phenomena of nature, sends its signs chead; it is
man's task to recognize them. “Doc” Cline sought to develop ways of chart-
ing the course and predicting the destination of the blow. Eventually he had
ready what he called his integration method: an analysis of many wind direc-
tions over a wide area, brought together eventually into o definite picture of
the storm itself.

Often, he found, the weather was clear and bright along the coast when
the hurricane was moving toward it. Some who were on the scene might be
unworried; but if they examined the waves they would know that something
was wrong. By keeping a close watch upon wave movements everywhere in
the storm area, “Doc” Cline could tell just what that something was, cnd what
to do about it.
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The storm of 1915 was his first great test. Dr. Cline put his data together,
gave a clear set of warnings in advance, told the people what to expect, cmd
when. News of the blow was circulated carefully in advance; vessels were
sent out to pick up persons in the path of the winds. In New Orleans on Sep-
tember 29, the day the hurricane arrived, he urged people to stay indoors, out
of the way of flying slate and other articles. The human losses were amazingly
small—just two. “Doc” Cline had licked the enemy.

Today his methods are almost universally accepted. They have proved re-
peatedly that the term “unpredictable’” need no longer be applied to hurriccnes.
He has refined his methods, and changes have been made in communication
and coverage of the South Louisiana sections. If emy storm comparable to
that of 1915 arrives, the losses should be still less than the last time.

Weather men can now tell the source of a hurricane at least three or four
days in advance, from the time it enters the Gulf or has its birth there, and check
it hour by hour in its movement toward the coast. Even before that, thamks to
stations in the West Indies end facilities for receiving reports from ships at seq,
they know when trouble is brewing.

About the Delta areq, in dll directions from New Orleans, telephone service
is now available—toward the river mouth, to the lake edges, to Grand Isle and
other outlying spots. Radic has made rapid advence in recent years. Most
homes have a receiving set or possess quick access to one. Luggers and other
vessels own them as regular equipment.

When the "storm period” approaches, the people of Jefferson, of St. Ber-
nard, of Lafourche and Plaquemines Parishes keep their ears close to the radio,
and watch their skies and waters. They know the mecming of a peculiar color
to the sky at dusk, the significance of the odd flights of certain birds. They un-

The U. S. Coast Guard Station at Grand lIsle, stoutly constructed to withstand the most violent
wind, and built high to afford shelter in case of flood waters. From the top of this station
flies the flag that warns the island fishermen of impending storm or dangerous weather. |t is
strategically located near the center of the island.

B_ wﬁg;?r??f: |

40 JEFFERSON PARISH YEARLY REVIEW

—



Foral Beauftl

The magnificence of New Orleans'
Floral Trail, the beauty of her parks and
gardens and the charm of the city's

"Old World" atmosphere have made this city the

mecca for visitors from all parts of the United States.

Her annual Sugar Bowl, Mardi Gras, Spring Fiesta,

and other celebrations draw additional thousands of

visitors.

This will always be true and in the post-war years
New Orleans will be host to ever-growing thousands.
Today, however, New Orleans has developed anew in
going about the grim business of winning the war.
Vast war industries have sprung up, employing thou-
sands of people. Much of this will be retained after
the war, insuring for the city an ever-growing impor-
tance in the industrial and commercial life of the
Western Hemisphere.

And so, to the lovers of beauty; to the seekers of
relaxation and pleasure and to others who are at-
tracted by business or commercial interests —a
Hearty Welcome is Extended.

City of New Orleans
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Sturdy amphibious planes that can land in a bayou or at the door of a lonely trapper's
cabin, whose inmates may not be able to move out on account of sickness or injury, are
additional present day precautions against the dangers of flood and storm.

derstand the "'signs”—but they understand also that men with headphones and
little instruments for recording winds and tides comprehend more than any
layman.

Few of these people are unfamiliar with the modern storm warning flags.
A child hears early about them, and is impressed with their importance. He
knows the Coast Guardsmen, and he knows that they are ready to help spread
warnings and to evacuate residents when evacuation is thought necessary.

These people, too, have learned about home construction. Their buildings
are now more heavily built than in earlier years, more firmly anchored against
the winds. Back levees have been raised in many places, to keep out the
waters from the marshes along the Gulf. If and when the hurricane comes, the
people are equipped to meet it as never before.

But when the message goes out that the authorities advise departure for
those in a certain strip, everything is coordinated to assure a quick removal.
At radio stations, repeated warnings are dispatched. Boats of every kind—tugs,
barges, luggers, yachts are available. Motor cars will tremsmit the word to
some sections beyond the usual line of communication; pirogues or canoes will
carry it beyond that. Even amphibious plenes are on hand, and have been
used frequently in individual instances, when fishermen were lost or marooned
on the lake edges.

The children of this area read in their school books, or listen to the old
people as they talk of the Cheniere Caminada disaster of ‘93. They know that
there is today no reason for a repetition of the tragedy; that they will never be
caught in this fashion by the winds coming without advance indication.

Meanwhile the workers in the weather offices and government headquar-
ters, despite wars and embargoes, discover more and more each year about the
behavior of the winds in the Gulf and the Caribbean. And '"Doc” Cline's chin-
whiskers bristle as he works among the vases and oil paintings in his shop, and
remembers his pioneer days.

HARNETT T. KANE

Author of the preceding article on hurricanes, is a former
reporter and feature writer for the New Orleans Item. In
recent years Mr. Kane has become nationally known for
his two best sellers, “Louisiana Hayride” and “Bayous of
Louisiana.” A frequent contributor to Collier’s, Reader's
Digest, Saturday Review of Literature and other publica-
tions, Mr. Kane is, at the moment, putting the finishing
touches on his forthcoming book “Deep Delta Country.”
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TAMING THE MISSISSIPPI

By THOMAS EWING DABNEY

O OPEN an outlet port for its extreme
western seftlements in Kentucky and

Tennessee, the young and struggling United
States in 1803 made the largest real estate
purchase in history. Incidentally, it ac-
quired the biggest flood-control problem the
world had ever known.

The $15,000,000 which Thomas Jefferson
gave for the Louisicna Territory was less
than five per cent of what this country
would spend in less than a century and a
quarter in vain earthworks against the Mis-
sissippi river's overflow, before it adopted
a real control plan costing about that much
more.

Through 16,000 miles of navigable, and

The Mississippi at New Orleans
in May reached 19.37 feet, the
highest in 15 years. The papers
briefly printed the news, the peo-
ple of the batture were officially
instructed to move to higher
ground, and the authorities sand-
bagged various points as merely
precautionary measures—but the
people of New Orleans paid ab-
solutely no attention to what was
formerly panic material. . . . The
populace read with desultory in-
terest the newspaper speculation
that the Bonnet Carre spillway
should be opened, but no anxiety
was aroused. Carelessly they took
for granted one of the greatest
engineering victories in history—
the taming of the lower Missis-
sippi.

This absence of fear of flood
is a tribute to the successful finish
of a fight, the story of which is
dramatically told in this article.

tens of thousands of miles of non-navigable streams, the drainage of the million
and a quarter square miles of territory between the Appalachian and the
Rocky Mountains included in the Louisiana Purchase reaches its heaviest con-
centration in the thousand-odd miles of the Mississippi between Cairo and
New Orleans.

That river-groove is large enough for the water run-off most of the year,
but for the overload when spring melts the snows and brings its heavy rains,
Nature provided some 30,000 square miles of flood-plane. It was man's job to
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hold the river in its reqular chennel so he could drive his plow through this
rich alluvium deposited in previous centuries.

The first challenge to the Mississippi appeared in 1727—a three-foot levee
5,400 feet long at New Orleans. French engineers of the day believed they
had tamed the river, and the Superior Council of that colonial period made
official proclamation to that effect.

But by 1812, when the present Louisiana was admitted to the Union, there
were, between Baton Rouge and New COrleans, 340 miles of levee considerably
higher than three feet, and they had cost $6,000,000. By 1858, the mileage had
grown to 2,000, the levee line reached as far north as Cape Girardeay, Mo.,
and the earthworks averaged eight to ten feet in height. By 1926, they had
grown to 18 feet.

When the 18th century opened, it was physically impossible for more than
a million cubic feet of water a second to pass down the lower Mississippi
without overflowing. But confinement has more than doubled that—and dou-
bled the destructive force of the river.

Between 1735 and 1827, there were 15 major floods; in the century that
followed, there were 23.

The flood of 1811 put five feet of water in the Oak street stores of St. Louis.
That of 1816 poured so much water into New Orleans that boats did a large
business on Chartres, Royal, Dumaine, Bienville, Burgundy, St. Louis and
Rampart streets. Eight other floods drove into New Orleans, not because the
city’'s ramparts had been breached, but because breaks elsewhere had ex-
posed the city to flank invasion.

As early as 1735 it was seen that flood-control was a public problem. The
French ordinance of that year, requiring property owners to build embank-
merts in front of their river lands or forfeit their holdings, recognized that
principle. The United States, by the Act of 1850, which provided for state
funds to build levees (funds raised by the sale of federally owned swamp and
overlow lands by the states) underscored that principle, to which this govern-
ment gave further emphasis when, within the next two vears, it appropriated
$100,000 for a survey looking to a broad control policy. Devastating floods in
1858 and 1859 put new pressure behind this movement, but the War Between
the States intervened; and by 1874, the protective system was more inadequate
than it had been in 1858, thanks to the military operations of four bloody years
when both Union and Confederate armies cut the levees; and thanks, too, to
the neglect, impoverishment and prejudice of Reconstruction years.

Hope returned to the stricken land when Congress created the Mississippi
River Commission in 1879. This was a step towards federal responsibility, but
not a long one, for current reasoning was not unanimous that flood-control was
constitutional, and the commission put in its protective devices under the guise
of aids to navigation. This committed it to a policy of levees only, though
Charles Ellet, Jr., a distinguished engineer employed by the corps of Engineers,
U.S. A, in 1852, and A. A. Humphreys and H. S. Abbot, army engineers, in
1861, had pointed out that levees alone would not meet the challenge. Levee-
building continued, with the siates supplying most of the funds.

The larger and stronger levees raised in this modern period reduced the
number of crevasses from 284 in 1882 to three in 1922. Government engineers
believed that as soon as certain sections were brought up to proper grade and
cross-section, the system would be impregnable. But the larger confinement
raised the flood-crests. The river awaited the day when it could hurl new
forces into the attack. ‘

In the spring of 1922, more than 13% inches of rain over the Mississippi
Valley sent 265,146 million cubic yards of water down the huge drainage
flume. This was a new record. The flood reached crests of 20.3 feet at Pitts-
burgh, 34 at St. Louis, 53.5 at Cairo, 43.3 at Memphis and 22.3 at New Orleans.
It overflowed 13,200 square miles of land and destroyed $17,087,790 of property.

Levees broke at three places, all in Louisiana, At Ferriday, the crevasse
was 3,700 feet wide. The other two breaks were below New Orleans, one at
Myrtle Grove plantation, 22 miles from the city but on the opposite side of the
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Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army, laying an asphalt mattress on the bottom of the Mississippi to
prevent it from eating away the levee. Notice the gap in the mat for fitting the landward section
around the Westwego Ferry landing pile structure. Men on top are stapling reinforcing wire
preparatory te pouring the hot asphalt. About 200 men to a crew. Mats sometimes laid as
deep as 90 feet.

river, the other at Poydras plantation, on the New Orleans side and only 14
miles from the city.

No crevasse in recent history had struck so close to the South's largest
city. It was a stop-look-listen sign which told the nation that the Lower Valley
was still fighting a life-and-death battle with the river. But more important was
the immediate relief which the break gave to the overburdened river. Though
a rise had been forecast, the crest dropped after this break. This showed the
value of outlets, which Ellet had advocated nearly three-quarters of a century
before.

While the flood was at its height, a group of Louisiana citizens orgamized,
under the leadership of James M. Thomson, then publisher of the New Orleans
Item, the Safe River Committee of One Hundred. That committee demanded
that the flood-control policy be enlarged to include relief outlets, through which
excess flood waters could be discharged; the building of reservoirs on source
streams to hold back the water; and reforestation to retard the run-off.

The Poydras levee was rebuilt, but Louisiona in 1926 removed, at its own
expense, a stretch of levee 60 miles below the city, on the east bank of the
river, so that the water could spill across the marshes to the sea. Ii cost the
state $1,000,000 but it was a good investment beccuse it kept alive the outlet
agitation.

The Safe River Committee won the support of many national organizations
in the demand that the federal government assume full responsibility for flood
control. No longer able to match government dollars in levee building, as
required in the flood-control Act of 1917, the exhausted states, subject to over-
flow, could not hope to participate in the enormous program which 1922
showed was necessary.

The people who lived behind the mile-wide flume which supported the
river above the land in the high-water periods had spent, on levees up to the
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War Between the States, $43,750,000; from Reconstruction to 1879, when the
Mississippi River Commission was created, they had spent $5,000,000: from
then to 1926, they spent $170,000,000 and the federal government added $129,-
000,000 to that—total, $347,750,000. Louisiana's bill alone had in 60 years
totaled $63,000,000.

Came 1927, with an early snow-melt and unusually heavy rains. Flood-
crests reached new levels—36.1 feet at St. Louis, 46 at Memphis, 58.7 at Vicks-
burg, 47.8 at Baton Rouge, 20.8 at New Orleans. The levee walls were not
strong enough to withstand the mighty thrust. The river broke through and
broke through and broke through—the broadest and tallest earthworks melted
under that charge.

Panic rushed ahead of the boiling crest, and even New Orleans, lying
behind the heaviest defenses in the Mississippi Valley, became the abode of
terror. Greenville, Mississippi, almost wiped out; 75 squares in Little Rock,
Arkansas, under water; the flood sweeping to New Iberia, Louisiana, 200 miles
from the river, a town never before reached by flood water! “For God's Sake
Send Us Boats," shouted Governor Dennis Murphree of Mississippi in eight-
column headlines.

New Orleans became hysterical. “Cut the levee at Poydras!” From a
hundred miles away the city rushed in trainloads of dirt with which to fill
640,000 sacks for strengthening its fortifications. ““Cut the leveel " Hospitals laid
in immense stocks of provisions and evacuated the lower floors. In hundreds
of back yards, skiffs testified to the panic. "Cut the leveel” The river was a
foot higher than the street which was the top of the levee at the Canal street
ferry landing. "Cut the levee!" City engineers joined in the cry.

The War Department gave permission. On April 26, Louisiana’s governor,
O. H. Simpson, signed a "Public Emergency" Proclamation, giving permission
to dynamite the levee near the site of the 1922 break, at noon, Friday, April 29.

Guaranteed reimbursement for their property, the people of St. Bernard
Parish, who had stood guard-mount on their levees day and night since the
beginning of the panic, put aside their arms and consented to be evacuated to
New Orleans—a pathetic parade: families and their household goods loaded
upon creaking farm wagons and rattling automobiles, boys herding livestock
and driving chickens, men and women and children trudging through the hot
dust, for summer was then warming up to its work.

This is a companion picture to the one on page 48, showing another stage of laying an asphalt
mattress. This is an upstream view revealing the revetment in place prior to upper bank paving
on the Mississippi River.
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Unskilled dynamiters, after long trying, opened a 1,000-foot breach, and
the river poured its yellow water upon the green marshes, driving the muskrats
to the grass-covered rafts which the Department of Conservation had prepared
to prevent the destruction of so large a part of the fur industry. The river above
New Orleans began to drop, and the city awoke from its panic, as from a bad
dream.

That levee-cutting cost the city $8,000,000, but it was money well spent,
for it gave sensational proof to the outlet-theory.

Elsewhere on the river, the people could not buy security so cheaply.
Through 225 breaks in the levee, the river poured across 28,573 square miles
of land, almost as much as it had taken in the days when there were no
levees; it destroyed half a billion dollars of wealth, drowned a million and
a half head of cattle, reduced more than 600,000 persons to destitution, and
killed 250. It was the greatest peace-time disaster in the history of the nation.
By August the relief bill was almost $17,000,000. Rehabilitation of the loand and
the stricken families cost millions more.

Congress met while the disaster was still fresh in their memory. By the
Act of May 15, 1928, the United States recognized federal responsibility for
flood-controt. This country adopted an engineering plan which was the largest
peace-time constructive measure in our history; revised that plan upward in
1936, increasing the appropriation from $290,000,000 to $332,000,000.

The plan included stronger levees, artificial outlets, the increasing of the
capacity of the Atchafalaya river, reservoirs in source streams, and cut-offs.

Twenty-three miiles above New Orleans, the Bonnet Carre spillway was
built in 1935. This is a controlled outlet, to be used in flood emergencies, for
diverting 250,000 cubic feet of water a second—nearly twice the flow of
Niagara Falls—into the Gulf of Mexico via Lake Pontchartrain, eight miles
away. It cost $13,226,492.

The cutoff program was the most audacious attack on the river since
Eads’ jetties. A cutoff is a new and shorter chomnel through o peninsula
formed by the stream’'s meanders. In flood, the Mississippi had often found
this relief, and engineers had tried to prevent it, believing that cut-offs introduce
abnormal slopes both upstream and downstream. Brigadier-General Harley
Bascom Ferguson, U. S. A., president of the Mississippi River Commission,
after an exhaustive study of the hydraulic forces involved, drove 11 cutoffs
through the tangle of bends between Arkansas City and Natchez. The river
itself added the 12th. Ferguson opened the first cut-off January 8, 1933. It is
12 miles below Vicksburg. Five years in the making, the cut-offs cost $25,-

Another stage in levee reinforcing and a companion picture to those on page 48 and 50.
This shows the facing of a revetment with asphalt in the ordinary manner above the water
line. The U. S. Engineers no longer give the mischievous Mississippi much to chew on
when it's on a rampage.
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000,000. They shortien the river by 100 miles, and speed the progress of flood
water to the Gulf of Mexico.

The cut-off theory was put to a severe test in 1936, before the job was
completed. That was the year when the simultemeous rise of the Monongahela
and Allegheny rivers, which form the Ohio, poured muddy, foaming water
into the Golden Triangle of Pittsburg, turning theaters into swimming pools
with 20-foot diving depths; climbed to 52.8 feet on the Cairo gauge; passed
flood stage as far down as Helena. But from that point, the menace was lost
in the rapid run-offs, so that at New Orleans, the gauge reading was only
14.4 feet, which was 2.6 feet below flood stage, Next year, there was a still
more severe test.

Between January 1 and 25, 1937, rains dumped 60,000,000 tons of water
into the Ohio drainage valley. Swollen by the downpour on an area 100 miles
wide by 550 long, the Ohio put 18 square miles of Cincinnati under water,
flooded three-fourths of Louisville and would have overwhelmed Cairo had
not the army engineers opened the Bird's Point-New Madrid Floodway, which
took the strain from the city's 60 foot seawall almost in the moment of collapse.
By 10 to 20 feet, the Ohio topped the flood. stages which had been the rosary
of suffering. At Cairo, the flood reached the height of 59.6 feet on February 3,
and poured the greatest volume of water ever recorded into the Mississippi,
2,024,000 cubic feet a second, 410,000 more than in 1927. Down the Mississippi
rolled as great « flood as that of 1927. At Memphis the peak flow was 2,020,000
cubic feet a second, as compared with 1,750,000 in 1927; but at New Orleans,
the crest was 1,200,000, as compared with 1,360,000.

This flood, though it destroyed half a billion dollars worth of property,
drove nearly a million persons from their homes and killed 400, did not roll
over as much land as that of 1927, for not a levee on the main river below
Cairo broke. Its progress to the sea speeded by the cut-offs—eight days to
travel the distance which, under 1927 conditions, could not have been passed
under 20—the water did not pile up in the long and deep and broad channel
of the lower river. Like a well-ordered parade, it moved between the strength-
ened levees, 490,000 cubic feet of each second's flow entering the Atchafalaya,
210,000 the Bonnet Carre spillway, the rest down the main channel. Each
60,000 second feet that passed through Bonnet Carre lowered the river height
at New Orleans one foot; the maximum gauge reading there was 19.3 feet.

The Mississippi Valley, which Thomas Jefferson bought, opened a new
destiny to the United States, and launched the most rapid and the most com-
plete occupation of a wilderness in history. The conquering of the Mississippi's
flood menace is one of the most dramatic triumphs in engineering.

It guarantees the safety, not only of New Qrleans, but also of the farms,
plantations, industries, villages and cities up and down the restless river. It
opened a new economic era for a section in which capital was not willing to
make impressive investment because of the danger of flood. It made good the
promise of Thomas Jefferson's great Purchase; it showed what can be done
for other sections lying under a similar threat.

THOMAS EWING DABNEY

The author of this article has long been one of the Re-
view's most popular contributors. On the subject which
he treats this year, he is probably the most thoroughly in-
formed writer in America. Mr. Dabney, a former feature
writer for the New Orleans States, has been publishing his
own newspaper for the last two years, out in Socorro, New
Mexico. Almost simultaneously with this article comes his
new book off the press—"“100 Great Years"—an interesting
history of the Times-Picayune.
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At the southernmost tip of Jefferson
Parish lies Grand lsle, whose primitive
beauty and romantic history make it one
of the few remaining unspoiled spots in
America. Grand lIsle is a "sleeping beau-
ty" which has several times seemed on
the point of rising from her slumbers to
assume her rightful role as a princess.

This is the story of three men who fell
in love with this "sleeping beauty" and
devoted their lives to bringing about
her awakening.

Their belief in Grand Isle has not been
in vain for it will not be long, once this
war is ended, before the 'Prince of
Progress" will awaken the 'sleeping
beauty."

By
SUE THOMPSON

STAR OF DESTINY hangs low in the heavens above Grand Isle. A star
that promises the fulfillment of a vision.

Three men have clearly seen that vision and devoted their lives to making
the dream become a fact. All three have died without seeing its complete ful-
fillment. But the work, the time and effort and love they devoted to making
it a reality has not been in vain.

For Grand Isle is merely sleeping now—a sleeping beauty—awaiting the
enchanted kiss of the Prince of Progress who shall wake her from slumber to
vibrant, pulsating life.

As vyet, comparatively few people know Grand Isle as anything but a
name—a dot located on the Gulf of Mexico—a spot where, they have been
told, the sun beats down relentlessly. But to those who know and love this
island for what it is, and was, and can be—it's a peaceful haven for weary
bodies and jangled nerves. An island of beauty and contrast. Unmercifully
hot on the beach—but cool, quiet and calm beneath the heavy growth of trees
and oleanders which canopy the homes of the islanders so completely that
almost no habitation can be seen from the stark white road which parallels
the eight-mile-long beach.

A place where sun and surf and tropical breezes combine to lull the most
turbulent breast. A place where the blue white stars hang so low in their
velvet black drapery of night that the first time you see them in this setting
you automatically reach up to pluck one down.

It is an island of beauty—an island that will some day be the playground
of the South—that will, like Cinderella, emerge from her tattered raiment, in
beautiful silk and satin, as the radiant beauty she was intended to be.

This "sleeping princess,”” Grand Isle, has, since its first discovery, had as
colorful a history as any romanticist could wish. No doubt Columbus, on his
mysterious return voyage to America, must have seen, and perhaps stopped,
at this jewel-like island. Unquestionably it must have been one of the many
secret rendezvous of Henry Morgan, the notorious pirate who terrorized the
Caribbean and Gulf waters long before Ldfitte.
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Colonel Stephens, who, to prove that a
road could be built through the "trem-
bling prairies” to Grand Isle, walked
from New Orleans to the island in 1907.

But the first actual record we
have of Grand Isle is in the lat-
ter part of the 18th century, as
the home and scnctuary of
peacetful fishermen.

It was around the turn of this
century that the tranquil exist-
ence of Grand Isle was shat-
tered by the blood-curdling
cries and raucous laughter of
pirates. During this era the
island became a swaggering,
swashbuckling adventuress, not
from her own choice, but
through circumstances which
forced her, as the rendezvous
for the colorful Jean Ldfitte and
his band of smuggler-pirates, to
wear a cutlass at her belt and
to bear the name of "outlaw"
without a quiver. She had sud-
denly been transformed from a
quiet and shy maiden, into a
brazen, pirate-lass, her natural beauty overcast with a quality of the sinister.
Upon her golden sands respectable men feared to tread. Her beach was
strewn with loot and the wreckage of unfortunate ships who ran afoul of the
Gulf pirates. Her bower of trees became, instead of protection and shade for
quiet homes, a clever camouflage for a smuggler’s lair.

Her peaceful fishermen turned to the reckless daring of sudden death upon
the sea. She was an island of beauty, yes. But she was also an island of
denger—of death, and, until the United States government took a determined
hand in matters, she belonged to a pirate band. In 1814 she was liberated
from her enforced piracy by the quick destruction of her sister island, Grand
Terre, the arsenal and stronghold of the pirates.

The scattering of the Gulf pirates permitted her once again to return to a
quiet-sit-by-the-sea life. Her fishermen-turned-pirates returned to fishing. Her
beach was strewn with nothing more sinister them driftwood. Her quiet, shaded
lanes presented nothing more dengerous than a startled lizard. On the clear
blue waters of the bay and gulf sailed nothing more awesome than migratory
birds.

For several decades she slept peacefully.

Then suddenly, without warning, the storm of 1893 struck Grand Terre and
Cheniere Caminada. Devastation and destruction lay all around her. And,
despite the fact that Grand Isle herself suffered comparatively litfle from the
storm—despite the fact that her sheltering oaks protected and saved her from
being leveled by the hurricane which destroyed Grand Terre and Cheniere
Caminada—the damage had been done. This was the era before the wireless
and the telephone. By word of mouth news seeped northward, distorted as
news always becomes by word of mouth . . . and for many years the people of
Louisiema, in fact all over the nation, assumed that Grand Isle had sufffered o
like fate.

Some damage had been done, of course, as would be natural with a storm
of the proportions of that of 1893—but not to the extent that word got around.
The truck farms of the islanders had been destroyed—but not the island. Nor
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Dr. Theodore Engel-
bach, who went +o
Grand lsle to die and
instead lived to devote
a lifetime of service to
the islanders and to be-
come one of its most
outstanding benefactors
and enthusiasts.

Dr. Engelbach early
recognized the thera-
peutic value of the is-
land's climate and
hoped to see Grand
Isle become a health
resort where tired minds
and weary bodies could
be mended.

the islanders. Of the entire population on Grend Isle who were in the storm
of 1893 not one white person was killed. Seven negro workers were killed, but
only because they did not heed the warning, or take shelter quickly enough
behind the protecting oaks.

Lafcadio Hearn's poignant and tragic story “‘Chita,” based upon the storm
which split Last Island, somehow mistakenly became identified with Grand
Isle and for many years she suffered the stigma of the tragedy that befell Last
Island. Only in comparatively recent years has this mistaken identity been
cleo(rsid up in the minds of people who assumed that Grand Isle was the scene
of “Chita.”

So, from 1893 the sleeping beauty found herself experiencing a bad dream.
She must have, during this time, been very bewildered to hear herself described
as a "'dangerous woman."

Her inhabitants shook the salt water from their eyes and surveyed the
scene. Yes, the land was still there. The trees were still there. True, they
would have to repair here and there, replant their gardens, mend or replace
their boats—but there was no reason why a return to normalcy should not be
made immediately. But somehow, the fear or the discouragement that de-
scended upon the survivors of Cheniere Caminada must have crept into the
hearts of her people. They were lethargic about getting back to the business
of living.

It was at this psychological moment that three wise men appeared upon
the Grand Isle horizon. Three men who saw the destiny of this gem lying in the
blue waters of the Gulf . . . who saw the possibilities of the island . . . saw the
radiant beauty of the princess and recognized her nobility even though she was
dressed in worn calico.

One was a native of the island . . . one was a doctor . . . end one was an
engineer.

Since what these three men did and tried to do cannot be told simultane-
ously, even though they were contemporaries, we shall tell their stories, as
simply as possible, in the order in which their destinies merged with that of
Grand Isle.

John Ludwig was the native.

Of hardy German stock, John was born and raised on the island and he
had a great love for it and its people. If one could make a distinction, he was,
you might say, one of the leaders of Grand Isle by virtue of the fact that his
general store was the central meeting place of the island. Following the storm
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of 1893 John Ludwig knew that the people of Grand Isle must be brought out of
their lethargic attitute. In his store he talked to them, alternately cajoling and
badgering them about replanting their gardens and repairing their boats.

He himself led the way in the agricultural reconstruction of Grand Isle.
Because of the sandy loam texture of the earth certain products such as melons,
cucumbers, cauliflower and other products indigenous to sandy soil could be
grown profusely on this island. But the same soil which gave abundant growth
to these products could not be cultivated too deeply lest the salt water beneath
it destroy the crops. So Ludwig worked out a unique method of cultivation

. oversized hills with deep furrows between. He pointed out that the tre-
mendous supply of shrimp which abounded in the qulf and bay could be used,
in dust form, as rich fertilizer for these crops.

The islanders snapped out of their lethargy. They built new levees on the
bayside of the island and repaired those that had been damaged. They put in
flood gaies to control the salt water. They dug drainage ditches. And they
planted crops.

How well they followed Ludwig's example is indicated by the fact that
when the Pan American Pacific International Exposition was held in 1915 a
cauliflower, so large it completely filled the top of a regular sized flour barrel,
and grown by Miss T. Mercedes Adam of Grand Isle, won the Gold Medadl.
Miss Adam's cucumbers were given a Diploma of Honorable Mention. Other
vegetables exhibited by her drew blue ribbons in the same exposition.

From around 1900 on, the sleeping beauty added to her repertoire the
role of a farmer’s daughter. Produce cultivated by her inhabitants was shipped
northward as far as New York. In 1931 for example, John Ludwig was shipping
to northern markets between 35,000 and 50,000 bushels of big, crisp cucumbers.

And John Ludwig soon found himself wearing the crown of “King.”" To the
islanders he became “King John.” His leadership in the agricultural recon-
struction of Grand Isle, his benevolence, his foresight and sagacious wisdom
made him a beloved figure.

So it was only natural that Grand
Isle found herself the center of na-
tion-wide attention. Writers and ar-
tists flocked to see for themselves this
tiny kingdom ruled over by "M'sieu
John.” They were intrigued by the
primitive beauty of the island, the
islanders themselves, most of whom
were direct descendants of pirate
forbears. They were fascinated by
the colorful “King John' in his well-
worn baggy clothes, a black derby
stuck rakishly atop his head, and an
ever present black cigar protruding
from his jovial face.

His throne was his store. Here,

John Ludwig, who, through his benevolence
and wisdom, became "King John" to the is-
landers. If was his unique method of agri-
cultural cultivation that rejuvenated truck farm-
ing on Grand Isle and caused Russell Lord,
novelist, to include the colorful "King John"
in his book "Men of Earth."

Ludwig's terrapin farm was the largest in the
world and an important factor in the welfare
of the island. Artists, writers and the nation's
gourmets called him "M'sieu John" or "King
John." He was never any more formal than
he appears in this photograph despite the fact
that he was a friend of the famous and & man
of considerable means,
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rocking back and forth, he was to be found constantly surrounded by his
"court” who perched on overturned boxes and barrels and either listened avidly
to “King John's" wise advice or were in deep discussion of some current prob-
lem or trouble. They came to Ludwig with their problems and he helped them.
Sometimes with advice—sometimes financially. But always he helped them.

And vyet this was not all “King John" did to earn his crown. In addition
to the agricultural enterprise of the island he started, in 1900, a terrapin farm
which became, in a few short years, the largest terrapin farm in the world. In
New York and other fashionable spots the name “King John" was synonymous
with the diamond-backed delicacies so eagerly awaited by discriminating
gourmets,

Even though Ludwig was vitally interested in other projects of Grand Isle
and did not lessen his activities in their behalf, his terrapin farm was closest to
his heart. And it furnished an excellent livelihood for the islanders who en-
gaged in trapping the terrapins for Ludwig.

Here is pictorial proof of the profitable truck farming possible on Grand Isle. Crops are
planted in fairly high hills with deep furrows between for proper drainage. The huge, crisp
cucumbers grown on Grand Isle are early "firsts" on the northern markets.

Yes, John Ludwig did much to put the name of Grand Isle on the map. He
knew and saw the possibilities of Grand Isle. He lived long enough to see part
of the vision come true.

The second man of vision was Dr. Theodore Engelbach.

It was during the latter part of the nineteenth century that Theodore Engel-
bach came to New Orleans to take charge of the Boericke and Tafel Pharmacy
on Canal Street. As a boy in New York he had determined to make medicine
his life work and his arrival in New Orleans was part of his well laid plans. He
worked in the pharmacy until he had acquired the amount of money needed to
attend Tulane. In 1894 he graduated from Tulame Medical School, probably
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the only man in history (at that time) to be awarded a diploma in pharmacy and
medicine on the same day. However, the strain had been too much. He had
attempted the almost impossible and it resulted in a nervous breakdown. A
physician recommended that he go to Grand Isle to rest and recuperate. And,
while he did not know it at the time, that period of rest on Grand Isle irrevocably
moulded the rest of his life.

Dr. Engelbach went from Grand Isle to Europe and finally back to New
Qrleans. Once more overwork brought on a nervous collapse . . . this time of
such severity he was given no hope of recovery. In 1901 he was pronounced
all but dead. And it was then that he remembered Grand Isle—remembered
his former recovery there and decided if he was going to die, that was where
he wished fate to overtake him. So he went to Grand Isle to die and instead
lived to the ripe old age of 78. But, once having recovered from his second
illness, the irresistible lure of the island had crept into his blood. Able to re-
turn to his practice of medicine in New Orleans he chose to remain and cast
his lot with that of the island.

He himself could not, or modestly preferred not to, fully explain his reasons
for staying. Sometimes, in later years, he would reluctantly admit that possibly
the need of the people had partly influenced him to remain. But would quickly
add that the warm waters of the gulf, the tropic breezes, held him on the island.

Those who knew Dr. Engelbach were perfectly aware that he could have,
had he wished, become a shining light in the medical profession but instead
chose to devote his life to the care of the islanders and the natives for miles
around who, until his arrival, had no doctor closer than New Orleans.

He was a member of the Louisiana State Medical Society, a member of the
American Medical Association, Assistant Surgeon U. S. Public Health Service
attached to the Coast Guard station and a life member of Tulane Alumni
Association.

To round out his activities he took on the duties of justice of the peace and
notary public and, referring to his great family of islanders, he was fond of
telling his cronies that "I hatch ‘em, I patch ‘em, I match ‘em and finally I
dispatch ‘em.”

It was not at all unusual for Dr. Engelbach to paddle twenty or thirty miles
in a pirogue to bring a baby into the world. Dr. Engelbach was always ready
and willing to travel any distance, day or night to minister to the sick. The re-
countal of the many times when Dr. Engelbach, hardly able to stand on his own
two feet, traveled to the bedside of the sick, would fill a good, thick volume.

Once he was suddenly called to a showboat which was tied up at the
Ludwig Whart . . . and there, surrounded by the gaudy trappings of showboat
life, he delivered a husky youngster. Another time he brought into the world an
infant so tiny it had little chance for life unless an incubator could be secured
immediately. It was impossible to get one quickly enough from New Orleans
so“'Doc”, hardly pausing long enough to take a deep breath, set to work build-
ing the incubator.

Oddly enough the first serious medical case which Dr. Engelbach treated
on the island was that of a young woman who was brought to him with lock-
jaw resulting from some minor injury. That young woman was Miss T. Mer-
cedes Adam who later became Dr. Engelbach’s housekeeper and assistant—
and is today one of Grand Isle's leading citizens as Justice of the Peace. Judge
Adam is, you might say, a protege of Dr. Engelbach and has been untangling
the problems of the islanders for the last ten years.

Long before the medical profession worked itself into a tizzy over therapeu-
tics Dr. Engelbach was preaching the therapeutic value of the island’s climate.

(Continued on Page 148)

64 JEFFERSON PARISH YEARLY REVIEW







"jsedyuod jo pue| Aj@Ao| siyy jebuoj uoos 'ysueq uosiejier
PojisiA BuiAey eduo 'noA |m JoN  usyjobioy g o) uoos jou jybis e si ‘yjesil 884) 8y} jo ussib Buiusis)b
8y} jsutebe pajiseu swosso|q opiym Aweesd 'ezis-teyieid sy ‘woolq ul aup eijoubew Ajpiels syt jo @dusdIU
-Bew ay| *Aijunod eyt jo jied siys jo Agneaq snousysAw pue eduewos Yol BY4 Jo DIjOquIAs OS BJR YDIYM 4O
@oueubeuy pue Aineaq ey} * * * eljoubew diyoxe syt ypim Apedoud suibaq ysued uosisyer eji4esion jo jeipod v




“JS|UCIfeDRA pue Uewsilods 'Ja[eArl)
8y} o4 s|qe|leAe aq UOOS »m_v BWOS ||IM UdIym sowlsed Jemjsod omi—bBuiyteq pins {sauly ayi pue edlely
ur Bulysiy 4ssuly ey} punoj 8q of SI 'S|s| puelg jy |ney s buluiow Alea ayj jo pied e sem UYdIym |aleoRin
ysiuedg Buiwes|b e spoedsul 'feu Bulysiy B Ul peyssuIUd  'PIOYyY elbiosg — ynog eyp jo punosbherd
2inyny Syj pue 'ejelld BYi S4414e7 JO SNOAZOPUSI SNOWRY SDUO BY4—2s| pueIg JO Spues uep|ob ey} uo 'siep



[ooyag Aeq AlunoD) jed SlIRISIA SOSNOY SINYINLS [ngooeub siyy 'gzp| Ul 4jing  -Agneeaq sswioy
19y} o4 suoiejueid plo sy jo Auew Buuoyses pue Buipesydnp s Yolym =Jo uispow ayj jo aAlssaldxe pue
eJa uoleiueld sy} jo Auojb ysed syj jo jusdsiuiwal 'Buipjing juediyiubew siyj si 'uoyoes [elfuapisal yuems syi
"SRR Ul pajedoT uepoeseyd syl pue 'sjdoad Syl 'Uielis) UI—siseIUOD DUl jo pue| e si ysued uosiapap

i



'siaflim Buos

"D0ARY JI9Y} yRaUm JOyjeem pue awiy jo sebeAes eyy se Puueaddesip jsey si

pue sjeod o} jybis Jeep pue Jeijiwey e @ouo 'souejeyouou Ayonj-ob-Addey jo eine sy ypm 'uiges-Ajueys jo
odAy depnoipied siyy  Ays eyj ysuiebe ssopy ysiuedg jo spieeq Aeub seijiwey eyt Bujjies} yeo pjo jussaidiuwo
oy} 'pum sy jsuiebe Ajsnouessid Buiues| edusp umey puey sil 'UIGeD UIOM-ISY{ROM SIYL S| JSRILUOD PIAIA U]



*Apiaponpoud juepunge pue asnjoid Joj sunjep JOUiopN
Aq pemopue Ajyou ueeq sey |i0s B|i4Je) @soym Siy} se yons pue| |elAn|je buijjos Ajjueb lsuimilejul pue edejsejul
yoiym snoAeq ueiyjutiAge|  seuiesd Buiiques, jo eweu |edoo] 8y weyj peuredb eaey Ajipijos jo eouesesdde
aAiydaoep asoym '1ojem jjey ‘puel jjey 'spuejysiew * * * ededspue| JO AJOIIBA B SJ9LUNODUS JOj9ARI} OUf 'UlRIHRYD
-jUOJ ©YBT O} PIPMUIOU JNS) BY4 4O SIS4RM ON|q 'WUBM BYj WOJS S8YD4RL4s YoIym ysiied siyt o yibus| ejiw-09
OYj UIYHAN  ‘ulesssy sy jo dneyew |edisAyd ey} st yoiym jo suo 'pue| pejecej-Auew e S| ysieq uosieyer




'so|iw Auew Joj noAeq ey eul| YDlym $O1ISJBLISD pUR SBYDINYD 'SBIOYS Jieyj 'salioy Jieyj usemiaq yui|
PuijosuuoD By} '}oadjs Ulew Jiay} SI '8iey USes aq Ued YdIym jo uoudod e ‘yjed sy] sewoy dieyy jo sioop AseA
3y} 2J040q peJOYdUR B §4POQ JIBY|- "USWJIBYSH 8SeYL JO sewoy ey} eie ebpe sJsjem syj wouy sdeys mey e
jng 'sjyueq a8y} uQ "pesu Yjoj-Jaysly asayi Aemybry Ajuo eyj ysiuiny yolym jo siejem ey} “jueq snokeq ey
sbny yoiym yjedjoos buipuim eyy—edleWYy Ul $498lys |ensnun 4sow 8y 4o euo si 'euejeseg nodeg buijjejjeied
'o0y eso "Aunjued yjp| oyy jo jied Apes eyp ul yess pue eply pedeld siedio swiolsnd ‘G M By pue
ajje] Yoiym ybnouyy Aiunod elejeseg syy SI yshed uosieyer jo suoldes bulysessjul jsow eyy jo suQ



'Spdiq |ensnun pue aJed o ebewn|d jyblqg ey 'sesls syy Buowe Buiyseyy 'lo—issp
pjiieys e ‘yojebie Aze| eyt esdwyb pue sdwems jus|is asey} ybnouyt enbousid e ul Aeinb spped ues sug
"$yBi] pue juep jo jseqjuod syi-sjbunl e Buiesss ybijuns jo sypeys buo| Aq Ajuo sejem syt seysess 4ybi| eyt
Yoiym ybnouyy shemiajem jo ezew siyp Adoued seeuy sseudAd o)  -ebeijoj |eoidouy ysn| yim useub pue [o02
US40 Jow ibuipogeso) pue yiep sewljewog ysiied ucsisyep jo spuejdwems syj aie peudw pue snoussAp




.m._.w_CO_OU wEOmmg_D.vr_m}muO +m...__w ﬂwO£+ WO m._.ﬁmTCwUm&_U @r_.— \ﬁﬂ _Uw___.— mr_._mﬂ >0TVO+ 5! r_UE_?/ ___Om Q_I.._m..— T:m LU_._ u—o
einsealf snooaid oy} sem nq JeAlls pue pjob Ul jou sem wayy pesiwoid yjeem snojngej ayj feyj PeisAcd
-SIp UOOS suB|44es Apeg  -Aupunod eyy jo sped e o} peddiys aJe yoym sponpoud {@)jdew snowey uno molb pue
m_.—._.ﬂu u_ﬁw_m _+ﬂu_. ino azelpb m_r_+ se LU:m TEQ_ ._._O .r_m_hﬂn_ COwhﬁwu_.mﬂ _r__ ._._.._Oﬁ_.:._ﬁm ale wTGﬁ_ @..:.th& ﬁcﬂ E.._m___.
yory ‘puejwuey pejiodsun pue diysni jo I e U0 uieyed mopeys Buijeinpun ue s9ARSM UNS UOOUJSLR 84| By



Green grows the corn—and tall—in Jefferson Parish. Let the farmlands of
America look to their laurels for more and more is this section being culti-
vated and transformed into fields of waving corn and other produce to help
feed the nation. The semi-tropical sun, the good, rich earth and a salubrious
climate combine to make possible prolific three-crops-a-year planting.




Here, one of the many thousands of fishing boats is wending its way via
bayou to Gulf waters for a lucrative day of fishing. The waters of Jetferson
Parish abound in succulent seafood—practically everything that swims or
lives in water is to be found either in the inland bayous and lakes of Jefferson
Parish or in the waters of the Gulf off Grand Isle, which is the southernmost
tip of this fishermen's paradise.



Grand lIsle is rich in legend and historical anecdote. No less a part of its
charm are its inhabitants, most of whom are direct descendants of Lafitte's
band of smugglers. It is, then, a bit startling to find these natives so deeply
religious. But, when one remembers they were originally peaceful fishermen
turned smugglers by tempestuous circumstances, it is not difficult to realize
their quick return to home-loving fishermen. Descending the stairs of "Our
Lady of The Isle" church, around which all island life revolves, are two of

Grand Isle's children.




Nowhere in America will you find more tranquil, unsullied beauty than here
on Grand Isle, the "sleeping beauty' of Jefferson Parish. No strident noise
nor blare of traffic disturbs these two tanned and barefoot island boys, who,
having been to early morning mass, now make their way down one of the
lovely shaded lanes, beneath a bower of fragrant, crimson oleander toward
the beach where they will fish and swim and play the rest of the day away
on the eight-mile, unbroken stretch of Grand Isle beach.




Not until the war is over and traveling is no longer rationed will the eager
visitor be able to stand here on this stretch of beach at Grand Isle and
witness this awe-inspiring sight—the dawn that breaks "like thunder” over
the island and the opalescent Gulf in golden splendor. And, if you arise
early enough, you may be able to duplicate this flight of pelicans in pre-
cision formation against the sun.




Anywhere you may be in Jefferson Parish at eventide . . . whether at
Grand Isle, on one of the many bayous, a limpid lake or the "Father of
Waters" . . . moonrise will fill your heart with peace and calm and beauty—
and you will see, in the darkening velvet of the sky, the low hanging moon
of silver—the poetry and majesty of nature with which this land is so
lavishly endowed.




And here—where a hunter's hound experimentally sniffs the trail in the
sifting sunlight—our portrait of Jefferson Parish must end. Here, where the
trail leads off into the still wild woods whose friendly branches and pro-
tecting foliage are the habitat of nearly every known form of wildlife. Here,
then, lies the promise of good hunting to the man or woman seeking
relaxation . . . and a warm welcome to this land of friendliness and

friendlier people!




Protected and Outside Storage for Qil Field Materials
Serving the Gulf Coast Area
With Yards on the Intracoastal Waterway

Intracoastal Terminal Co.

Telephone UPiown 6314 e New Orleans Exchange

P. O. BOX 354 HARVEY, LA.

SECURITY
Building & Loan
Association

Baronne at Gravier

HOME LOANS

You will find it as convenient to repay « loan for home-owning,
repairing or remodeling purposes, as to pay rent.

Our interest rates are as low as 4% % per annum on loans.

‘ SAVINGS

A SAFE investment, with good returns and a U. S. government
agency's guarantee behind it, is the best that can be made.

Invest in our insured shares and earn a high rate of dividends.

GEO. STAHLER, JOS. ]. MIRANNE,
President Secty.-Treas.
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FEDERAL, STATE AND DISTRICT OFFICIALS

Hon. James H. Davis, Governor of the State of Louisiana
Reading from top to bottom: Hon. Allen J. Ellender, United States Senator from Louisiana; Hon.
John H. Overton, United States Senator from Louisiana; Hon. J, Emile Verret, Lieutenant Governor,
State of Louisiana; Hon. Paul H. Maloney, Member of Congress, Second Louisiana Congressional
District; and Hon. Alvin T. Stumpf, Louisiana State Senator, Tenth Senatorial District.
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PARISH OFFICIALS
Hon. Frank J. Clancy, Sheriff
Reading from top to bottom: Hon. George Heebe, Jr., Assessor (term expiring January Ist, 1945);

Hon. Vernon J. Wilty, Assessor Elect (term beginning January Ist, 1945); Hon. James E. Beeson
State Representative; Dr. Charles F. Gelbke, Coroner: Hon. Edward M. Thomassie, President Pro-Tem.,

Police Jury; and Hon. Weaver R. Toledano, President, Police Jury.
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COURT OFFICIALS

Upper left: Hon. John E. Fleury, District Attorney, 24th Judicial District. Upper right: Hon. L. Robert
Rivarde, Judge, 24th Judicial District. Center: Hon. A. T. Higgins, of Jefferson Parish, Associate
Justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court. Lower left: Hon. E. Howard McCaleb, of Jefferson Parish,
Judge of the Court of Appeals. Lower center: Hon. Vic A. Pitre, Jefferson Parish Clerk of Court,
24th Judicial District. Lower right: the late Hon. Ernest M. Conzelmann, Assistant District Attorney,
24th Judicial District Court. (At the time this publication went to press no successor had yet been
appointed. )
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Sulphur in the Skies

When the Flying Fortresses and Liberators soar over Axis Europe, a
Plaquemines Parish product flies with them. For this product, sulphur, helps

motors and the fuels to propel them.

In one or another form, sulphur takes part in the production of synthetic
rubber for tires and bullet-proof gas tanks, of magnesium for light aircraft
parts, of TNT and other explosives for the blockbusters and smaller bombs,
of plastic for noses, handles, insulators and other parts, of viscose rayon for
parachutes, powder bags and cellophane wrappings. It is used, too, in pro-
ducing lubricating oils, high octane gasoline and other petroleum products.

Here in Plaquemines Parish at our Grand Ecaille mine we are producing
sulphur 24 hours a day to meet fully and promptly all the demands of war.
This production has won for the workers of Grand Ecaille the #reasured
Army-Navy "E," symbol of excellence in war production.

FREEPORT SULPHUR COMPANY

Port Sulphur New Orleans

make not only many parts of the planes but also the lubricants for their

Located in Jefferson Parish

Serving Jefferson Parish

Southport Petroleum Company
of Delaware

Hiotane Gasoline

Avondale Terminal

JAMES ]. KOHLMAN, Louisiana Manager
Phones MAgnolia 1321 and WAlnut 6830
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PARADE OF

PROLOGUE

The parade forms!

A lady in Ohio walks in a store and places her down-payment on a sleek
and expensive fur coat, the pelts of which came from the marshes of Jefferson
Parish. A husky farmer in North Dakota pours on his breakfast wheatcakes a
golden cataract that originated in the world's largest cane syrup connery—
also in Jefferson Parish.

A Jap destroyer in the Pacific feels a sudden pain in its guts—and, in
death agonies from the deadly torpedo of a fragile PT, hisses its hatred at the
tiny antagonist whose wooden fleetness was milled and formed in Jefferson
Parish. In the nation's fight to supply the demand for synthetic rubber, a new
butadiene plant in West Virginia goes into production with commercial alcohol
furnished by this same parish of profusion.

In Chicago, a beautiful church solves an acoustical problem so effectively
that now the solemnly and softly uttered prayers from the pulpit can be
heard distinctly in the rearmost seats. The solution of that problem was
Acousti-Celotex, made in the only Celotex plant in America, located in ver-
satile Jefferson Parish.

A tourist in New Orleans orders the famous Oysters Rockefeller, and is
served the equally famous bivalves from Barataria Bay, at about the same
moment a hostess in Detroit is proudly placing in front of her guests a tasty
shrimp salad, the crustaceans of which were caught in the waters of Jefferson.

A meat packer in Kansas City receives a shipment of wooden crates
from Jefferson Parish and reships to Connecticut or Idaho or any-
where. A Chinese family in San Francisco adds to its dinner
soup a tasty ingredient—dried shrimp from Manila
Village. That, too, is in Jefferson Parish.

An A-card holder on the Atlantic
Coast gratefully receives his quota
of gasoline, little knowing or
caring that it origi-
nated in the rich
Lafitte oil




PROD

field of Jefferson. A tough little Army tug pulls a string
of barges somewhere on the inland waterways, o
tew of the crew knowing that the tug was born
in Harvey, Jefferson's town on the Intra-
coastal Canal. A tired war worker re-
clines after & good day's produc-

tion on a comfortable pre-war

divan, little realizing its

softness is moss pulled ‘gﬁ ) |A

from the majestic 4y » -

oaks of this his- X [BUILDING MATERIALS

toric pirate- -

land. Q N And, while

|
i | &

Mm l” f"‘}'\\ /\ this all goes
7 g on, American
; lard from Jeffer-
son promotes the
good neighbor policy
in Mexico and Ecuador

and Colombia.

So moves the parade of
products from this prolific parish
—a parade without end which ex-
tends over the forty-eight states and,
in peacetime, over the face of the earth.

LOUISIANA leads the nation in the raising
of sugar cane, a crop which brings to the

farmers of the State an annual income of around 25
million dollars.

Jefferson Parish, however, is not an important factor

in the actual raising of the cane, although it can and does

produce it. Nor does it figure in the refining of the sugar. But,

in the processing of cane by-products, Jefferson is No. 1 Parish
in the State.

Located here are two of the world's largest plants of their kind:
Penick and Ford, Ltd., Inc., at Marrero, the nation's leading cannery of
cane syrup and molasses, and The Celotex Corporation, at Marrero, which
manufactures a long list of building products from bagasse, the fiber of the
sugar cane which remains after the juice has been squeezed out, and which
was once considered useless, except to burn as fuel in the sugar house boilers.

Penick and Ford's famous “Brer Rabbit" brand of cane syrup is a break-
fast table “must” in millions of American and Canodion homes. From this
factory also originates first, second and third grade molasses and blends of
corn and cane syrup. Louisiana is the source of most of Penick and Ford's
products for table use, but this firm also imports “blackstrap” from Cuba for
the manufacture of catile feed and for distilling purposes. It maintains o three-
million gallon capacity cold storage plant for syrups and molasses.
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The Celotex Corporation was established in Jefferson Parish in 1922 for
the pioneer manufacturing, from bagasse, of what painstaking experiments
had revealed would be the best insulating board that could be produced.
Jefferson Parish had all the necessary qudlifications. It was in the sugar cane
areq; it had plenty of water; excellent transportation facilities; ample land for
future plant expansion and a wide-awake community for the procurement of
labor and intelligent cooperation. The originators of what they determined to
call "Celotex" started operations, back 22 years ago, with one board making
machine.

Today "Celotex” is a household word. Seven board machines now pro-
duce 1,500,000 square feet a day—including building board, lath, roof insula-
tion, sheathing, insulation for refrigerators, acoustical board and expansion
joint material for concrete roads. The plant now consumes approximately 30
carloads of fibre every day and about 10,000 gallons of Mississippi water per
minute.

A moment ago we mentioned "blackstrap.” That is the final molasses left
after several refining processes have been completed. Formerly, like bagasse,
it was considered a waste product and was usually dumped in a ditch.

But today, shiploads of "blackstrap” ranging from 80,000 to 2,000,000
gallons, come into Jefferson Parish from Cuba, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Honduras
and Hawaii for the manufacture of commercial alcohol. Rum was also pro-
duced in peace time.

Two plants of the Commercial Solvents Corporation are engaged in this
alcohol production—one at Harvey and one at Westwego. In the past year the
Harvey plant has increased its production 50% and the Westwego plant 45%.
The Gulf Distilling Corporation, also engaged in this same activity at Gretna,
has likewise increased its output. Commercial alcohol has become a vital
ingredient in our synthetic rubber program.

This is the "M. V. SEGUIN," one of the seagoing tugs recently built by Avendale Marine Ways, Inc.,
for the U. S. Maritime Commission. These tugs are motor-propelled and are among the largest in
the world designed for commercial purposes.




Bulk Liquid Storage

GENERAL AMERICAN
TANK STORAGE TERMINALS

GOODHOPE, LA. and WESTWEGO, LA., (Port of New Orleans)
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS
CARTERET, N. ]. (Port of New York) GALENA PARK, TEXAS (Port of Houston)

Strategically located to serve you!

A DIVISION OF GENERAL AMERICAN TRANSPORTATION CORPORATION

Harvey Canal Shipyard
& Machine Shop

General Rebuilding of Every Type of

WATERCRAFT

MACHINE WORK — ACETYLENE AND
ELECTRIC WELDING

TELEPHONE UPTOWN 1718

HARVEY, LA.
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The North American Trading and Import Company at Westwego imports
and stores molasses for the Defense Supplies Corporation for shipment wher-
ever it is vitally needed. And, the Publicker Commercial Alcohol Company,
working with North American Trading and Import, produces commercial
alcohol which goes to butadiene plants in Baton Rouge and West Virginia.

The U. S. Industrial Chemicals plant at Westwego is a molasses terminal
for the purpose of storing imported and domestic molasses for the subsequent
manufacture of caltle feed, which finds its way West for the winter feeding
of cattle when the range is snow covered.

When cane was brought to Louisiana about two hundred years ago it
was first grown and sold as a confection, being soft and sweet and easy to
chew. Very shortly, however, the ingenious populace discovered that a power-
ful homebrew, which they called "Tafia,” could be distilled from it and the
early cuthorities had many o sugar cane binge to handle. But today, the
parade of products that have been derived from this amazing plant is lengthy
and imposing. And, for a good view of this parade as it forms for its march
into the homes, farms and factories of the world—visit Jefferson!

From cane let's jump to cotton—another great Southern crop—and
cnother great source of Jefferson Parish's manufacturing activity.

The Southern Cotton Qil Company at Gretna is one of the world's largest
plants for processing cotton seed oil. From this plant is shipped, North by
rail and South by ship, vegetable shortening and cocking oils. This is one of
the oldest plants in the parish, having passed the half century mark of con-
tinued operation.

Here, also, is the Harvey refining plant of Swift and Company, also a
Jefferson Parish old-timer with over 33 years on its production records.

Because Jefferson Parish has admirable rail and water facilities for bring-
ing in the cotton seed and other raw materials, and excellent water connections

This is an OFFICIAL U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES photograph of a Transport Glider. After D-Day,
when we began to read the newspaper accounts of plane-towed gliders dropping our air borne
infantry into Fortress Europe, we began to realize that Jefferson Parish processed mahogany had
taken a dramatic part in the invasion, both by air and by water.

for shipping finished products by both rail and water, these plants have eco-
nomically gravitated to this area.
What's next in the parade? Oh, yes, we see a banner there marked
"Seafood.” That's a puny word to cover such a big Jefferson Parish subject.
First of all, along with the other "“world’'s largest”’ we have already men-
tioned, Jefferson Parish has the largest shrimp and oyster canning plant in
existence—the Southern Shell Fish Company at Harvey.
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BUY AT THE

&SSO

E. B. FISHER

AGENT

Standard Oil Co. of Louisiana
L. D. Fdfitte 5113 Lafitte, Louisiana

WEST SIDE OIL COMPANY

LLOYD FAUST, Mgr
®

Distributor of
Standard Oil Co. of La. Products

UPtown 0924 Harvey. La.

Mud and Chemicals for

Oil Production

Terminal Mud & Chemical Co.

Telephone UPiown 6314 e New Orleans Exchange

P. O. BOX 354 HARVEY, LA.
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Jefferson Parish is right in the middle of the great shrimp fishing zone of
Louisiana. Its trawlers from Lafitte to Grand Isle, cruising in Barataria Bay,
Bay des Ilettes and the Gulf of Mexico, dip their nets and lift from the store-
house of Nature rich harvests of the sweet succulent crustaceans—some of
them to be canned for far off grocers’ shelves, some to be shipped fresh-frozen
by truck and railway express to waiting hotels, restaurants and seafood mar-

Into PT boats have gone a great part of the war time production of processed mahogany from
Jefferson Parish. This photograph shows Higgins PT's staging combat maneuvers on Lake
Pontchartrain under the eagle eyes of veterans of the famous "Squadron X" of Guadalcanal
fame now training youngsters in PT "know how."

kets, and some to be dried on huge wooden platforms and shipped de-
hydrated.

Its Barataria Bay oysters, seasoned delicately with Gulf saltwater and
fattened healthily by the fresh water, are famous for their flavor. Admittedly,
the finest soft shell crabs in America come from Lake Salvador and Bayou
Pero, a unique industry developed by Jefferson Parish ingenuity a few years
ago. (See story in 1938 Review.)

From the diversified waters of Jefferson—its twisting bayous and broad
fresh water lakes and the Gulf itself—come the finny additions to the seafood
parade—speckled trout, spanish mackerel, redfish, sheephead, drum, channel
mullet, buffalo, gaspergou, sac-a-lait, and catfish—most of which the fishermen
take to the markets of New Orleans.

An excellent example of the seafood business of Jefferson Parish is the
activity of the Ed Martin Seafood Company at Westwego.

This firm, in addition to its shrimp canning, has at least 80 fishermen
catching crabs exclusively. Four to five hundred baskets, averaging 7 dozen
crabs to the basket, are picked every day. The crab meat is packed in cans,
and shipped in wooden barrels, one hundred cans to the barrel surrounded
with ice, to 44 states in the Union.

This eleven year old firm, employing 120 people, has just started shipping
boiled crabs in the shell. The pincered delicacies are wrapped individually
in parchment paper and shipped by truck, to points as far as Philadelphia.

In the Lewis Sea Foods plant, another Westwego firm, ten thousand pounds
of crabmeat have been picked in a single day. This company will introduce
an innovation to the shrimp trawling trade this summer. The "Betty Jean,”
a 65-foot, 80-ton boat, operated by Lewis Sea Foods, will cruise in Barataria Bay,
the ‘Gulf of Mexico or anywhere the shrimp are being caught—equipped with
a complete freezing unit. Shrimp will be taken from the trawler's nets, the
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WE-GO-INN
SAM GILARDI, Prop.

Dance and Dine Every Night
SANDWICHES AND DRINKS OF ALL KINDS
WAIlnut 9209
On the Hill at Westwego Ferry Landing, Westwego, La.

Marrero Land &
Improvement Assn., Lid.
REAL ESTATE

e Residential Sites

e Industrial Locations
With River and
Railroad Facilities

®¢ Truck Farms
® Dairy Farms

MARRERO., LA.

UPtown 1339 Jefferson Parish
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Prophetically silhouetted
against Jefferson Parish
skies, as this article is
written, are 135 of these
towering symbols of Lou-
isiana's great new oil
industry. She has prof-
itably pioneered the
drilling of deep wells
and a new oil metropo-
lis is about to be born
in Mew Orleans, from
which southward inte
the Gulf of Mexico and
northward into  Missis-
sippi are already ex-
tending spokes of ex-
ploration — offering
fascinating  challenges
to the geophysists, the
geologists, the paleon-
tologists and the drillers
and their roughnecks.

heads will be picked off, the shrimp frozen and packed in 5 lb. cartons—all on
board the "Betty Jean.” The boat will hold the equivalent of two boxcars.
When filled to capacity the "Betty Jean' will return to Westwego and the cargo
shipped.

Other seafood shippers are the Cutcher Canning Company, the Robinson
Canning Company and the Otto L. Kuehn Company. There are other seafood
activities in this parish—the Grand Isle and Cheniere Caminada shrimp and
fish receiving platforms; the oyster tonging in Barataria Bay; the dried shrimp
platforms of Manila Village and Bayou Broulo and the Westwego Feed Meal
Mill, which takes seafood shells and by-products and makes them into nutri-
tious poultry feed. But these will give you a passing view of the seafood part
of the parade. We can't tarry too long. Other products are moving up.

With boats so much a part of the panorama of Jefferson Parish it is only
natural to expect to see boat building. You will not be disappointed. The
Avondale Marine Ways, Inc., is now fulfilling a Maritime Commission con-
tract for 8 large seagoing tugs and working on coastal cargo vessels. The
Allen Boat Company is producing 85-foot diesel tugs and steel oil barges.
And, the Harvey Canal Shipyard and Machine Shop keeps in repair the boats
and barges of the Coast Guard, the public service agencies and the Intra-
coastal Canal trade.

The subject of boats immediately focuses our attention on another inter-
esting Jefferson Parish product—its mahogany. We are visualizing in our
mind's eye those tiny PT's delivering large lethal doses to the surprised
squadrons of the Imperial Japanese Navy, and we are proud that many of
their sleek and slender hulls originated with two Jefferson Parish firms.

One is the Freibera Mahogany Company, early this year awarded the
Army-Navy "E/ which operates a sawmill and veneer plant, dealing ex-
clusively in foreign hardwoods, chiefly mahogany from Central America.
Into the PT boats we just mentioned—and into airplanes, gliders, helicopters
and landing and crash boats—now go practically its entire production. Furni-
ture, radios and pleasure boats must wait for victory.

The other firm is the Ipix Plywood Corporation, which fabricates mahog-
any and other hardwoods into aircraft and marine plywood and flush doors.
This Jefferson company is also completely dedicated to war work.
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Fadin. & TaAFEL ¥

BARATARIA TAVER

Restaurant and Bar

SEA FOODS e PRIVATE DINING ROOMS e CHICKEN DINNERS
TOURIST CABINS IN CONNECTION—BOATS FOR HIRE—BOATHOUSES FOR RENT

CLYDE BOURGEOIS, Owner

PHONE—GOOSE BAYOU 4921 LAFITTE, LOUISIANA

JAHNCKE SERVICE, INC.

TOWING DREDGES BARGES

SAND—GRAVEL—SHELLS—LUMBER
READY MIXED CONCRETE READY MIXED MORTAR
CONCRETE AND BUILDING PRODUCTS
SAFWAY STEEL SCAFFOLDS—U S G PAINT PRODUCTS
NEW ORLEANS

CONCRETE PIPE—CONCRETE BRICK—CONCRETE SEPTIC TANKS

CONCRETE PRODUCTS CO.

Claiborne Highway and Brooklyn Avenue

JEFFERSON PARISH
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A prepainied and sten-
cilled installation of
Acousti-Celotex installed
in 5. Hyacinth's Church
of Chicago, lllinois, in-
volving a coverage of
19,000 square feet.
From the discarded
pulp of the sugar cane,
science and Celotex
have combined to pro-
duce in Jefferson Par-
ish a sound condition-
ing building material
which, in the case of
this church, carries even

" the softest tones of the
Mass to every worship-
per in every pew.

In Jefferson Parish, at Southport, is the largest creosote treating unit for
lumber in the country. This is the American Creosote Works, Inc., which
covers 30 acres of ground. A planing mill, including re-saw and framing
machinery, permits the fabrication of special timbers before treatment. Two
wharves serve the plant. One is a landing unit, which is equipped to dis-
charge creosote from temkers direct into an 8,000,000 gallon storage tank and
the other is an export shipping dock. Today, of course, this plant is supplying
treated lumber almost exclusively for war work.

Let's stay in the wood classification and study the other products that
Jefferson can supply in this category.

The Great Southern Box Company, Inc., has one of the largest wire-bound
box plants in the South. From veneer, procured from Louisiana and Mississippi,
finished boxes are distributed to meat packers in the Middle West and to
citrus packers in the Rio Grande Valley, as well as many other markets. The
Great Southern Box Company also operates a corrugated paper board plant.

There are also the Louisiana Box and Lumber Company, noted for egg
crates and the Mancuso Barrel and Box Company, Inc.

In another part of this issue is an interesting article on oil, which has
become, in the last ten years, one of the richest products of the Jefferson
Parish parade. So complete is that story on the producing end of the parish
oil business—and so authentic and convincing are the figures—we won't
attempt to cover any more of that phase here. Instead we will point out, in
the passing parade, the activities that have followed on the heels of the
drillers.

It is only fair to say, in explanation, however, that four companies—the
International Lubricant Corporation, the Gulf Refining Company, the Texas
Company and the Sinclair Refining Company were here long before oil was
discovered in Jefferson. They came originally because of the inlond waterway
connection with sea and rail.

Chiefly supplied by the Mid-Continent and Texas oil fields, The Interna-
tional Lubricant Corporation manufactures all kinds of greases for industrial
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and automotive use. It ships to every state in the Union and before the war
exported to 57 foreign countries. The Gulf Refining Company established a
distributing terminal here for five Southern states in 1904. The Sinclair Refining
Company at its Westwego Terminal has distributed light oils, gasoline and
kerosene from Texas since 1925 and the Texas Compony has operated a
petroleum terminal at Marrero for years and, in addition to oil production, is
refining casing head gasoline at Ldfitte.

In Harvey is the American Iron and Machine Works, Inc., engaged in
making and repairing oil well drilling and producing equipment. As a war
activity they are also machining Liberty Ship shafting. Then there is the Hunt
Tool Company, engaged in the repairing and serving of oil field equipment.

Incidentally, the Hake Galvanizing Works at Harvey offers the only hot
dip galvemizing unit within 400 miles.

Steel drums, of course, are a prime product of the parish. The Rheem
Manufacturing Company, the Bennet Manufacturing Company and the ] and
L Steel Barrel Company are all engaged in this activity. The Evans Cooperage
Company reconditions them and the Wm. F. Spahr Foundry and Machine
Works makes parts for steel drums and the machinery to manufacture them.

To serve the Gulf Coast syrup, seafood and vegetable canners the Con-
tinental Can Company established a huge plant in Jefferson Parish in 1932,
The plant space has expanded twice since that time, now occupying, with the
addition of a lithographing department, an area three times the original layout.
This plant produces 80 to 100 million cans annually under normal conditions,
and is equipped to serve the needs of the entire South.

A paradoxical parish is Jef-
ferson. With less than 3 per
cent of its total area available
for farming purposes, it pas-
tures and feeds great herds of
dairy cattle that furnish a
steady, dependable supply of
rich cream and milk to New
Orleans—it grows and trans-
ports to the city markets over
thirty different kinds of vege-
tables—and it raises pedigreed
porkers and blue blooded
poultry for its own and cross-
river consumption. Ifs truck
farmers, poultry and hog rais-
ers and dairymen are helping
to make the parish one of the
largest producers of food per
acre in the United States.

There is, in the area around
Lafitte, a thriving beef catile
business. The cattlemen here
specialize in high grade Here-
fords, regarded as one of
America's finest type of beef
cattle.
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ED. E. FEITEL’S
GENERAL DEPARTMENT STORE

CASH AND CARRY
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From raw materials obtained in Louisiona and Mississippi, the Squire
Dingee Company packs pickles and mustard for distribution over the U. S.
and for export to Cuba.

In 1936 Johns-Manville Products Corporation established a plant at Mar-
rero in this industrial center of the South, and proceeded to manufacture
asbestos cement shingles, asphalt shingles and roofing, and roof cements and

Shrimp, the largest single item on the imposing seafood list of Jefferson Parish, is shown here
being taken from the trawler and put into baskets preparatory to its trip to market. Soon it
will be served boiled, with beer, or will emerge as someone's dinner cocktail.

putties for the Southern market. Today this plant, covering 130,000 square feet
of floor space, provides employment for 350 workers.

Fertilizer is an important product of Jefferson Parish for three reasons: the
South and Southwest are good markets for the finished product; the South is

also a source of the raw materials; and Jefferson Parish is the transportation
center between sources and markets.

The Davison Chemical Corporation has produced fertilizers in Jetterson
Parish since 1900. These fertilizers, made up of potash and phosphates, are
shipped throughout Louisiand, Mississippi, Texas and Arkansas. The Swift
and Company Fertilizer Works began operations in 1912, procuring phospate
rock from Florida, sulphur from Louisiana, other nitrogenous materials from
other parts of the U. S. and foreign countries and potash from California.
Swift's fertilizers are also shipped throughout the Southwest.
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Did you ever see so many boiled crabs? This
is only one batch. Actually, 400 to 500 baskets
of these delicious denizens of the deep are pro-
cessed in a day at the Ed Martin Seafood Com-
pany of Westwego.

Armour and Company Fertilizer
Works, sharing age honors with Da-
vison, both being established in 1900,
produces fertilizer made from animal
bones from its own packing houses
and products from the Southern
states. Its bone black is nationally
distributed, sold to sugar refiners and
syrup manufacturers. It exports to
South America.

In 1927 the Paper Makers Chem-
ical Division of Hercules Powder
Company established a plant in Jef-
ferson Parish for the same reason all
these many other manufacturers
have located here: nearness to raw
materials, excellent transportation fa-
cilities and a great Southern and
Southwestern market, both export
and domestic. With resin from Mississippi and bauxite, obtainable all over the
South, this firm produces paper manufacturing chemicals and general indus-
trial chemicals. To list a few: acids, alcohols, alums, cleansers, caesin, wax
emulsions, sulphonated oils and oil emulsions, soap powders, resins and
pitches.

A famous international shipper of insecticides and sanitary supplies,
holding world's medals for its products, has been operating in Jefferson since
1876—John Stumpf's Son of Gretna.

Are you tired reading about the products of Jefferson Parish? Did you
realize there were so many and that they were so varied?

We said in the beginning of this article that Louisiona leads the nation
in sugar cane. It is also top state in fur production—the 1942-43 catch totaling
4,776,812 pelts, bringing $5,738,168 to about 20,000 trappers in the state. Musk-
rat, skunk, mink, raccoon, opossum and otter—all abound here.

Although the total catch ond total valuation are not broken down by
parishes, it is thoroughly recognized that Jefferson is one of the top three—
and that its several thousand seafood fishermen follow the trap lines in the
winter time, often pocketing several thousand dollars for three months work.
From the marshes of Jefferson into the markets of the world go hundreds of
thousands of pelts annually.

Where, you might ask, in this parish only 60 miles along, would there be
room for anything else? Already we have covered an extensive industrial
section, oil fields, fishing and trapping grounds, lakes, bayous, bays and
canals.

But, there seems to be room for everything here—even tarming and dairy-
ing. The rich alluvial soil which the river deposited in previous centuries
yields excellent truck vegetables and furnishes pasture for contented cattle.
Jefferson has infinite variety in its agricultural products, sending to the markets
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JEFFERSON PARISH

_ SERVICE Visit Jefferson Parish’s Largest

" SUPER | FOOD STORE

"MAR KETS__::': The Great Atlantic &
Pacific Tea Co.

100 Huey P. Long Ave. Greina, La.

ALLEN BOAT COMPANY

Towing and Transportation — Design
Construction — Tugs and Barges
Tanks—General Plate Works

Phone UPiown 3712 Postoifice Box 352 Harvey, Louisiona

AMERICAN CREOSOTE WORKS, Inc.

New Orleans, La.

Creosoted Lumber, Piling, Poles, Cross Ties
Switch Ties, Cross Arms. Also

Wolmanized Lumber
Decay and Termite Proof ... Can Be Painted

Plants: LOUISVILLE, MISS.; JACKSON, TENN.: NEW ORLEANS AND WINNFIELD, LA.

Send Us Your Inquiries — We Are Glad to Quote You
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The combined storage capacity of the two plants of Commercial Solvents Corporation is 30
million gallons of molasses. These are stills for the initial distillation of commercial alcohol
from fermented molasses. The resultant distillation, known as High Wines, is further distilled
into finished alcohol, which is then worked into different grades for different purposes.

of New Orleans fresh vegetables, fresh eggs, poultry and dairy products.
Especially upon the modern dairy farms and dairy cattle of Jefferson Parish
does the metropolitan area of New Orleans lean heavily.

Then there is the Spanish Moss, which nature has lavished upon this
parish. Visitors admire its beauty and the people of the bayouland turn its
abundance into bales of future upholstered comfort for the homes of America—
and nature keeps replenishing it so that neither its beauty nor abundeance will
diminish.

There is also natural gas which Jefferson has recently discovered in her
vast reservoir deep in the silt of the centuries, packed down by Ol' Man River.
One well has already been put into production.

Qil in Jefferson was found only « little over ten years ago. Gas is a very
recent discovery. Many of the industries are young in years, but all were

This is a picture of an automatic air testing machine for two pound cans for Home Canning
at the Harvey plant of Continental Can Company. Two such machines are used, their com-
bined capacity making it possible to test 320 cans a minute.
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