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           Louisiana Secession Flag  

 

Louisiana became the sixth state to formally 

secede from the Union on January 26, 1861. Prior 

to this date, on December 21, 1860, when word had 

been received that South Carolina had seceded 

from the Union, a flag known as the “Pelican Flag” 

was hoisted from the third story window of the 

Southern Rights Association Building in Baton 

Rouge. It became the Louisiana Secession Flag. As 

you can see, the flag has a spotless white 

background with the addition of a 5-pointed red 

single star containing the pelican feeding her 

chicks. The Louisiana Secession Flag was replaced 

two months later with the Republic of Louisiana 

Flag. 

 

 

 



                          

 

  Republic of Louisiana Flag  

 

 

This was the flag of the independent nation of the 

Republic of Louisiana. It was a modified version of 

the national flag of the United States. The flag 

was based on Louisiana’s strong ancestry. The 13 

stripes represent the 13 original colonies of 

America. However, its stripes repeat the colors of 

blue, white, and red, the colors of the flag of 

France, Louisiana’s mother country. The canton 

had a single gold star placed on a field of red, the 

colors of the flag of Spain, which once held 

dominion over Louisiana.  

 

 

 

 

 



                                     
 
 

  Bonnie Blue Flag 

 

The Bonnie Blue Flag was an unofficial banner of 

the Confederate States of America at the start of 

the American Civil War in 1861. It consists of a 

single, five-pointed white star on a blue field. It 

closely resembles the flags of the short-lived 

Republic of West Florida of 1810. A symbol of 

secession, It was especially popular during the 

war’s early years and it was flying above the 

Confederate batteries that first opened fire on 

Fort Sumter, beginning the Civil War.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederate_States_of_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_West_Florida


                       

 

 

      First National Flag of the Confederate 

States of America “Stars and Bars” (7 stars)  

 

 

The Provisional Congress of the Confederacy, which 

was in session in Montgomery, Alabama, established a 

committee to find a flag to represent the new nation. 

Prussian artist Nicola Marschall designed the flag in 

Marion, Alabama. On March 4, 1861, the body known 

as the Committee on a Proper Flag for the 

Confederate States of America presented the new 

flag. The flag was flown for the first time over the 

capital building in Montgomery. The First National 

Flag of the Confederate States of America was 

called the “Stars and Bars”. This flag was used from 

March 4, 1861 through May 21, 1861. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



               

 

          Flag of the United States of America 

                                         (34 stars)  

 

This Flag became the Official United States Flag on 

July 4, 1861. A star was added for the admission of 

Kansas as a state (January 29, 1861) and was to last 

for two years. The only President to serve under this 

flag was Abraham Lincoln (1861-1865) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


